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Casper College Alumni Magazine

From the Alumni Association President

Dear Friends and
Fellow Alums,

Welcome. In this issue you will find
stories about veterans who are Casper
College alumni. Enjoy reading the story
of CC’s long relationship with veterans,
beginning with the people who came
to CC right after WW II. CC is honored
to have so many alumni who have both
served in the military and attended CC.
This is Casper College’s second year of
being listed as a Military Friendly School
through G.I. Jobs. Military Friendly
Schools are the top 15 percent of
schools nationwide that deliver the best
experience for military students.

In addition, CC is a participant with
the VA Yellow Ribbon Program, the first
public institution in Wyoming to offer this
additional support to possible out of state
students. We have staff that assists our
veterans in using G.I. Bill benefits to their
maximum advantage and to facilitate career
advancement.
I recently heard about a scholarship
program that is for spouses and children
of military service members disabled or
killed in action. The name of the program
is FOLDS of HONOR and it is a nonprofit
organization started by F-16 Fighter Pilot
and PGA Professional, Major Dan Rooney
USAF (Ret.), so there are many avenues to
help support returning veterans, including
special scholarships at Casper College.

Alumni Association President Kevin Bromley (’77)
addressing the Casper College graduating class of 2013.

We have completed our database
migration and we hope to do great things
with it. Please take a moment to glance at
your address on this magazine. If we don’t
have your name right, we’d like to correct
the information on this end. You can either
call the alumni office or go to the Casper
College Alumni Association website and
update your information online by clicking
on the link on the right hand side of the
page. We also appreciate getting your
news for Footprints, because this is your
magazine.
Finally, please consider a donation
to the alumni portion of the Vision…
Campus…Community Campaign. Thanks
to a generous donor, contributions will be
doubled up to $1,000,000. Funds raised

through alumni contributions will result
in a naming opportunity that recognizes
the commitment alumni have to Casper
College. You can use the enclosed
envelope to donate. And for those of you
who have responded so generously to
the spring mailing, I extend my personal
gratitude. The alumni of Casper College are
proud to support our alma mater.
It is indeed my honor to serve the alumni
association.
Kevin Bromley (’77)

President
Casper College Alumni Association, 2011-13

Help us use our money wisely.
Let us know if you are receiving duplicate copies of Footprints.
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Campus News
Brigadier General Kathy Wright
Speaks to CC Students
Wyoming’s first woman to
command the Wyoming Army
National Guard gave a presentation on
“Women in the Military” on Thursday,
March 21 at 7 p.m. at Casper College.
Commander of the Wyoming Army
National Guard and Assistant Adjutant
General headquartered in Cheyenne,
Wyo., Wright is responsible for
unit readiness, leadership, and
strategic planning to support all state
and federal mission requirements
assigned to the Army Guard. The

Image courtesy of Casper Star-Tribune

command includes units located
throughout Wyoming with more
than 1,700 soldiers. Wright began
her military career in 1973, and was
the sixth female to enlist with the
Wyoming Army National Guard.
According to Casper College
student Gina Holden, organizer,
Wright spoke on the past and present
experiences of women in the military
as well as women in combat. A brief
question and answer session followed
Wright’s presentation.

Testing Center Receives Certification
The Casper College Academic Testing
Center has been awarded the National
College Testing Association Test Center
Certification. “The Casper College
Academic Testing Center is exemplary and
is among the few test centers to receive this
distinction from NCTA,” said Steve Saladin,
NCTA president.
Casper College is one of only 26 colleges
and universities in the United States and
Canada that has a testing center with
credentials from NCTA and is the only NCTA
Academic Testing Center staff, from left to
right, are director Margo Perry, and testing
center specialists Pam Trujillo and Deb Kuhn

Certified Testing Center in Wyoming.
“The Casper College ATC supports the
academic excellence at Casper College
through the administration of distance
education, special-needs, makeup,
and WorkKeys testing for the campus
community,” said Margo Perry, ATC
coordinator. “As a public service we
contract with several high-stakes testing
companies to offer certification exams and
other tests through their testing systems and
we also have informal agreements with other

colleges and universities to administer tests
for their students,” Perry noted.
A nonprofit, NCTA is dedicated to the
promotion of professionalism and quality
in the administration of testing services
and programs, including issues relating to
test administration, test development, test
scoring, and assessment. NCTA currently
has more than 1,300 members, representing
over 600 post-secondary institutions and
more than 40 corporations and certification
agencies in the United States and Canada.

Letters to the Editor
We received many wonderful respons
es to the last issue of Footprints,
including this one from Dan Penovic
h (’54), who wrote a “Looking Back”
feature in the Winter 2010 issue of Foo
tprints.

I look forward to each edition of Foo
tprints and realized the 11-30-12
incident must have been the hardest
for you to share. Once again you cam
e
through with the dedicated edition in
memory of Jim and Heidi. I’ve always
believed that when bad things happen
it’s followed up with good news, so
let
me share a little.
In June of 1957 I had just gotten out
of the army and was spending the
summer working at Jackson Hole and
met my wife-to-be, Alice, who was
there
on vacation from Wichita, Kan. She
made the mistake of giving me her hom
e
address. Since I was planning to ﬁnish
college at Wichita State and she was
attending Friends University in Wic
hita, the rest is history.
We were married June 15, 1958 and
will be celebrating our 55th anniversary
this summer. We plan to spend time
working with an Elder Hostel group
in
the very same area we met. So four
children, nine grandchildren, four grea
tgrandchildren later, and we’re still cou
nting our blessings.
I bet my old journalism instructor, Bill
Curry, is looking down from heaven
with a smile knowing I’ve written abo
ut 50 storyettes called “You’ll Never
Walk Alone” about my life’s adventu
res that probably only he would wan
t to
read.
So good to share with you again.
Best wishes,
Dan
Dan Penovich (’54)

Dan Penovich(’54) (L) with Paul Hallock (’65)

Dear Editorial Staff:
to
I recently received the Winter 2013 issue of Footprints in which a major portion of the issue is dedicated
in media
the memory of Jim Krumm and Heidi Arnold. The issue states on page 3, “The incident was covered
not every
true,
be
may
this
While
worldwide. No attempt will be made on these pages to cover the particulars….”
ly aware
necessari
person sees every bit of news “worldwide,” and therefore, all individuals reading the issue are not
are you really
of the cause of these unfortunate deaths. Clearly, a search of the Internet provides the details, but
that everyone
on
assumpti
s
erroneou
the
serving your readers well by omitting this bit of information by making
reading the issue knows how they died?
Respectfully,
Brenda Roberts, (’54)
Phoenix, Ariz.
Editorial note: The editorial staff spent quite a bit of time discussing how to approach coverage of the Nov. 30 incident. We had to
weigh several issues including a presentation of the circumstances and timeline, the ongoing trauma to the campus community, and the
need to begin the healing process on campus and in Casper. We decided to take a decidedly nonjournalistic approach, which met the
needs of the campus community and Casper, but perhaps did not serve all of our readers. We knowingly omitted painful details, fully aware
that some readers would not be aware of what happened and would have to search for more information. In retrospect, we could have
provided a link to the Casper Star-Tribune’s coverage of the shootings and an explanation of our thought process. Go to Trib.com and
enter “Casper College homicide” in the search box.
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Lee Swanstrom, (’76)
the 2013 Casper
College Distinguished
Alumnus,
sees things
differently
than most people.

Lee Swanstrom
by Linda Nix

Medical Doctor is 2013
Distinguished Alumnus

A

n innovator
of NOTES,
(Natural
Orifice
Transluminal
Endoscopic
Surgery) in the United States,
he’s accustomed to looking
deeply into people’s bodies
with his high tech instruments,
leaving no surface evidence
that he has come and gone. His

goal is to do surgery leaving no footprints,
only removing or repairing what needs fixing,
but with no scars left on the skin. Some of the
advantages to his approach are faster healing,
less chance of infection, and far less pain for
the patient.
A career in medicine was not on his radar
when he graduated from high school, nor did
it surface during his years at Casper College.
Swanstrom grew up on a horse ranch east
of Casper on Hat Six Road with two younger
brothers. “My father always wanted us to be
veterinarians,” he says. A voracious reader,
he was mostly interested in literature in high
school and had begun taking French. His
interest in medicine came some years later. “I
suppose I always liked to work with my hands.
Certainly when I went to medical school the
only thing that interested me was surgery.”
However, one of the things that attracted him
to Casper College was the strong literature
program. He credits Margaret Demorest
and Gilberte Abrachy with opening his eyes
to the world beyond Wyoming. “I think the
other thing I remember from those years was

that the Demorest’s had a crowd of young
people that they would bring to their house
for salons – readings and poetry, things like
that.” Abrachy introduced him to French food
and encouraged him to consider doing an
exchange program to France.
Thanks to friends who were a couple of
years older, Steve Nicholas (’74) and Gordon
Krause, he ended up spending college
summers in New York City and his horizons
opened even further. He had a stint playing
keyboards with the punk band, Catholic
Discipline. The three friends met Neltje (nee
Doubleday) and as Swanstrom explains,
“Neltje knew everyone, so we got to meet
the Kennedys and Kurt Vonnegut and all the
Doubleday authors. That was eye-opening
for me and pushed me to do the exchange
(program in France).”
After finishing his undergraduate work in
English Literature and French, Swanstrom
took a job teaching, but discovered he wanted
something different. He took the LSAT, the
MCAT, the Civil Service exam, and applied for
a Rhodes Scholarship. He was surprised to do
fairly well on the MCAT. Creighton Medical
School was actively recruiting students with a
background in the humanities. After a summer
‘boot camp’ in the appropriate sciences
and math, he entered medical school. “I
had a different way of looking at medicine
when I was in medical school ... I was very
questioning. I wasn’t really interested in
medicine per se; I was interested in the
hands-on element. So even as a general
surgeon, I was intrigued by technology (and
doing) things differently.” He went on to
do a surgical internship at Emanuel/Kaiser
Hospital (1983-84), his general surgery
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residency at Emanuel/Oregon Health
and Sciences University (1984-88), and
further specialized in GI surgery/surgical
endoscopy at the University of Western
Ontario, London, Ontario. He currently
practices at the Oregon Clinic and serves
as a clinical professor of surgery for
Oregon Health and Science University
in Portland, Ore. He is a member of the
American Board of Surgery and holds
several other positions in American
surgery, and is a long-standing
committee and board member of the
Society of American Gastrointestinal and
Endoscopic Surgeons.
His competency in French paid
unexpected dividends and helped him
pursue his interest in minimally invasive
surgery when laparoscopic surgery was
just beginning in the '80s in France. After
learning the technique in France, he
was one of the first people in the United
States to do laparoscopic surgery. “And
yet,” Swanstrom says, “after a while I got
a little bit bored with that.” In about 2004,
several people started thinking about
using the flexible endoscope (rather than
the rigid scope used for laparoscopic
surgery) to push the boundary and to
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avoid incisions altogether. Swanstrom
was using the flexible endoscope on a
routine basis and had seen how well his
patients did. A patient could go in for a
colonoscopy and have a polyp taken out
and go back to work the next day, which
struck him as much better than regular
surgery. From 2004 to 2007 Swanstrom
and other members of the team at The
Oregon Clinic worked in the lab to try
different natural orifice approaches and to
create special instrumentation. By 2007,
they’d done all the experimental work
they could do and applied for permission
to try the technique on humans. He did
the first gallbladder removal through
the mouth and then did a series of
gallbladders through the mouth, proving
it could be done, however it wasn’t a very
cost effective approach.
After that, he began exploring the
use of scopes to do esophageal and
gastric work. He says, “And as is typical,
whenever you think of an idea, there are
several other people around the world
who think of it as well.” So three or four
other people around the world started
exploring the approach and came up with
a way for treating motility disorder by

scoping with the same instrumentation
he’d used to do the gallbladder surgery.
The Natural Orifice Transluminal
Endoscopic Surgery (NOTES) technique
proved perfect for addressing achalasia,
a disorder of the esophagus that makes
it hard for foods and liquids to pass into
the stomach. The traditional approach
was to handle it laparoscopically, so his
team became the first in the US to do
a Heller myotomy with a flexible scope
and now NOTES is beginning to replace
laparoscopic surgery for this condition.
Swanstrom and Dr. Mark Whiteford, are
also working to do colorectal surgery
without making incisions.
NOTES is a highly accepted approach
in Europe and Brazil. As a result,
Swanstrom alternates months in France
with months in Portland, Ore. At the
University of Strasbourg in France, he
works on a government-funded project
that focuses on image guided surgery,
which combines flexible endoscopy or
laparoscopy with interventional radiology
technology that allows viewing via 3-D
reconstructions and virtual simulations in
real time. The surgeon can go in through
the skin using robotics while viewing the

Autumn
Gala
Sept. 28

Make plans to attend the Annual
Casper College Autumn Gala on
Saturday, September 28 at the
Casper Country Club beginning at
6:30 p.m. This year’s honorees are
Dr. Lee Swanstrom (’76), the
2013 Distinguished Alumnus, and
Thomas H. Empey, the 2013
Commitment to Excellence recipient.
Everyone is welcome at this
annual event, which features great
entertainment and a fun “Mystery
Box” fund-raiser and silent auction.
All proceeds benefit projects of the
Casper College Alumni Association.
Tickets for the dinner are
available online at: caspercollege.
cc/cc_alumni_banquet.html or
email: alumni@caspercollege.edu.
Questions? Call 307-268-2256 or
800-442-2963, ext. 2256.

target organ on a digital map and operating
on it. The surgeon never actually looks at
the organ as directly as he would with the
laparoscope or endoscope.
Swanstrom and his wife, Barbara
Lockhart, who is a nurse, also have a home
in southern France. “I travel pretty much
almost constantly, teaching, lecturing, –
anywhere where I haven’t been,” he says.
He’s still an avid reader and does small
oil paintings based upon nature. They
both stay healthy through running and
biking and enjoy hanging out with their two
mastiffs, both rescue dogs.
Photos courtesy of Laura Sonnenberg

Swanstrom credits Casper College with
cultivating his ongoing commitment to
educating the next generation and says,
“I’m most proud of training a generation
of young surgeons. I tried to get them to
be … questioning, out of the ordinary
pioneers. They’ve gone out to populate all
the major universities around the country
and internationally.” As for recommending
a community college to others, he
observes, “It’s good. It would have been
hard for me to jet off to someplace far
away and since I had to pay my own way, I
segued into the broader world ... Teachers,
like Margaret Demorest, were world class
and couldn’t be beat.”
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Service
to Country
CC’s Student Veterans
by Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (’79)

V

eterans have always been a part of the student population at Casper
College. Thanks to the G.I. Bill that was signed into law on June 22,
1944, World War II veterans were part of that first group of students to
begin school at the new Casper Junior College on September 17, 1945.
Over the years, veterans have come to the school to earn degrees
and certificates in a variety of fields. We profile six of these veterans:
Two from World War II, and one each from the Korean War, Vietnam War, Desert
Storm, and the current conflict in Afghanistan.

Image: Detail, Frederic Edwin Church (attrib. to) American, 1826-1900. Our Banner in the Sky, ca. 1861. Oil on paper mounted on paper
board. 7 13/16 x 11 13/16 in. FINE ARTS MUSEUMS OF SAN FRANCISCO.
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Lang then worked for three years at
Secony Vacuum and then (briefly) at
Standard Oil. A local Casper lawyer,
Ray Whitaker, suggested to Lang that he
should go to law school at the University
of Wyoming. Lang’s G.I. Bill benefits were
almost over when he arrived in Laramie
in 1951. In 1955 he graduated with his
law degree and returned to Casper, where
he had a successful law practice until his
retirement.

A Short
Primer on
the G.I. Bill
The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of
1944 – commonly known as the G.I. Bill
of Rights – … signed it into law on June
22, 1944.
The Veterans Administration (VA) was
responsible for carrying out the law’s key
provisions: education and training, loan
guaranty for homes, farms or businesses,
and unemployment pay.
Before (World War II), college and
homeownership were, for the most part,
unreachable dreams for the average
American. Thanks to the GI Bill, millions
who would have flooded the job market
instead opted for education.
In 1984, former Mississippi
Congressman Gillespie V. “Sonny”
Montgomery revamped the GI Bill, which
has been known as the “Montgomery GI
Bill.”
In 2008, the GI Bill was updated once
again. The new law gives veterans with
active duty service on, or after, Sept. 11
2001, enhanced educational benefits
that cover more educational expenses,
provide a living allowance, money for
books and the ability to transfer unused
educational benefits to spouses or
children.
Taken from: http://gibill.va.gov/beneﬁts/history_
timeline/index.html

10

*Until the fall of 1955 Casper College was
housed on the third ﬂoor of Natrona County High
School.

Born and
raised in
Casper,
Leonard Lang
(’48) enlisted in the
United States Navy in 1942 at
the age of 17, in part because
his good friend Bob Gallegos
was being drafted. Both
teenagers went in together.

During World War II, Lang served in the
South Pacific, where he was a radioman,
1st class stationed on the USS President
Adams and briefly on the USS President
Jackson. Lang was involved in five naval
battles in the South Pacific during his 37
months of service.
Lang was honorably discharged on
November 1, 1945. Returning to Casper,
“I heard of someone’s uncle who made a
lot of money as an accountant, and I wasn’t
averse to that,” said Lang. He started work
on a degree at the recently created Casper
Junior College.
Lang started with a class in accounting
on the third floor of Natrona County High
School.* “I liked the instructors and
graduated in 1948 with an associate of
arts in business administration.” Lang
was part of the influx of returning veterans
who were able to attend college under the
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944,
also known as the G.I. Bill. “Without the G.I.
Bill I, and a lot of other guys, wouldn’t have
gone to college,” Lang noted.

Lewis Newman, another
local boy, graduated from
Natrona County High School
in Casper in 1942. “Half of our
class volunteered right after
Pearl Harbor,” he recalled.

In June of 1942 Newman enlisted and
went into the Seabees. “I went to Officer’s
Candidate School for five months and five
or six different camps in the United States,
but most of the time I was aboard ships in
the South Pacific,” he said.
Newman served in a number of locations,
including New Hebrides, New Guinea, and
the Philippines. He was stationed in the
Philippines when the atomic bombs were
dropped on Japan. Newman came home in
January 1946 on the SS Marine Swallow,
and was honorably discharged on February
21, 1946.

Newman attended Casper College on
the G.I. Bill. “I was there for a semester
studying engineering. I had to leave school
and get a job, however, to support my
wife.” Newman went to work for the Texaco
Refinery.
Though he was never able to return to
school full time, “Texaco sent me to Casper
College for extra training over the years in
blueprint reading, math, and other areas.”
The training Newman received at Casper
College helped him climb the ladder at
Texaco, where he remained for 36 years
until his retirement as a supervisor in 1982.

“Casper
College
saved my
life,” said
Korean
War veteran
Jeremiah
Burridge (’59). The Casper
native graduated from
Natrona County High School
in 1949 where he joined the
National Guard with “about
seven of my friends as a joke.

Belonging to the National Guard gave us
some spending money and we got to spend
time with some of the World War II vets. It
seemed better to sign up rather then to wait
to get called up,” said Burridge.
For a period of 13 months, from 1953
to early 1954, Burridge was stationed

in both Seoul and Osan where he was a
communications specialist and a player/
manager of a fast pitch armed services
softball team. “We traveled to Japan,
Manila, and all through South Korea playing
against other armed series teams,” he
recalled.
When Burridge returned to Casper he
went to work for the U.S. Postal Service. “I
knew I wanted to go to college and become
a coach and teacher.
“I took advantage of the G.I. Bill and
came to Casper College in 1957. I
remember the small class sizes and the
one-on-one teaching,” Burridge said.
The experience, he believes, built his
confidence and the confidence of others
like him. Instructors Verda James, Norman
Ball, and Fred Harshmann “took me under
their wings.”
Burridge graduated two years later with
an associate of arts in education. He then,
with the help of the G.I. Bill, continued his
education at the University of Wyoming
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in
education. Following his graduation from
UW, Burridge began a long career in
teaching and coaching. He left for a twoyear stint as a company representative for
oil companies headquartered in Oklahoma
and Texas.
Despite the good money, Burridge was
not happy in the oil business and jumped
at the chance to return to teaching when
he was offered a job as an instructor
and assistant coach at Kelly Walsh High
School in Casper. He retired in 1996 from
Roosevelt High School in Casper, where he
taught history and other topics.

A Run for
the Wall

In the spring of 2012, Homer Willis
(’82) did the run For The Wall, a crosscounty motorcycle run, May 16 though
May 26. Before his trip last year, Homer
wrote, “this is not an ordinary vacation trip
you see, I went to see an old friend. His
name is Vernon Nix, Jr. He was killed in
Vietnam. I will be with thousands of other
veterans and supporters who make this trip
every year ... The most meaningful thing for
me is just being with my veteran brothers,
the emotional and mind healing that comes
with being with each other is fantastic.”
To learn more about this effort where
thousands of people ride motorcycles to
the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, D.C.,
go to rftw.org. Homer lives in Casper and
works at Mountain View Regional Hospital.
He is married and has seven children. He
enjoys fishing, camping, and travel.

Homer Willis and other participants in “Run for
the Wall” on the steps of the West Virginia capitol
Building.

Steve Semino (’88) enlisted
in the U.S. Navy on April
23, 1966, at the age of 17. He
became an AMSAN, Aviation
Machinist Mate (Structural),
with the photo intelligence
squadron Lightphotoron 63.

On his 18th birthday, he entered the war
zone. During his two tours of duty on the
carriers USS Bon Homme Richard and
USS Coral Sea, he was responsible for
the maintenance and repair of RF8-G
photoreconnaissance aircraft in the Tonken

Homer Willis shakes hands with West
Virginia Governor Earl Ray Tomblin.
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Gulf, off of
the coast of
Vietnam.
When he
returned home,
Semino
started classes at Casper
College in the spring semester of 1970,
taking advantage of the G.I. Bill. He recalled
this experience saying, “I did not have a
single teacher at CC that I wished I did not
have. I am so fortunate to have had teachers
like Skip Gillum, Jim Gaither, Wilhelm
Ossa, and Treva Payne. I learned so much
from them.” Two others who helped
Semino at Casper College were Richard
“Dick” Means and Lyle Cox. “While I was
at CC, Richard Means was a counselor and
Lyle Cox was a veterans’ representative.
These two guys helped all the vets in one

way or another, and got us grounded and on
track again,” said Semino.
While attending classes at Casper
College, Semino started his own business.
He had been working as a journeyman sign
painter for Paul Cody, owner of Cody Signs,
and Bill Morgan, owner of Morgan Signs.
When they decided to retire, they suggested
that Semino should go into business for
himself. So he bought their equipment
and supplies, and started Western Sign &
Design. The business grew to be so big
that Semino had to quit Casper College.
His determination to complete his degree,
however, took him back to CC, where he
earned his associate of applied science in
commercial art in 1988. Now in its 40th
year of business, Western Sign & Design
continues to keep Semino busy. “I have the
best job in the world,” he said.

When Miles Dahlby (’11)
graduated from Natrona
County High School in 1980
he had hoped to enter the Air
Force Academy that fall. With his

application not accepted at the academy,
he instead attended Casper College on a
scholarship.
The following spring he moved with
his family to Wisconsin. “I went to an Air
Force recruiter there, and found out about a
language opportunity through the Air Force.
I had taken French at Casper College and
had really enjoyed it, so I joined the Air

Force under the
delayed enlistment
program.” Dahlby was
sent to Lackland Air Force
Base where he received basic training and
Russian language training at the Defense
Language Institute. Finding that he really
did like the Air Force, Dahlby applied to
the Air Force Academy again and was
accepted. While there he studied Soviet
history and received a bachelors of science
in history.
Misdiagnosed with multiple sclerosis in
2004, Dahlby retired from the Air Force as
a lieutenant colonel in 2005. During his
time in the service he worked in several
areas including aircraft maintenance and
intercontinental ballistic missile operations.
Returning to Casper, Dahlby began work
at Lathrop Equipment. “They sponsored

Casper College Recognized as Military Friendly School
School also first Wyoming Public College in Yellow Ribbon Program
Casper College has been named to the
2013 Military Friendly Schools list compiled
by Victory Media, Inc. The list honors the top
15 percent of colleges, universities, and trade
schools that are doing the most to embrace
America’s military service members, veterans,
and spouses as students and ensure their
success on campus.
“Inclusion on the 2013 list of military friendly
schools shows Casper College’s commitment to
providing a supportive environment for military
students,” noted Sean Collins, director for G.I.
Jobs and vice president at Victory Media.
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“It is a great honor for Casper College to
receive this designation,” said Lisa Goss,
veteran and scholarship coordinator at Casper
College. “Casper College is committed to
helping our service members, veterans, and
their spouses achieve their educational dreams,
and this recognition says that we are meeting
that goal.”
“In addition to the military friendly
designation, Casper College is the first
Wyoming public college to participate in the
Yellow Ribbon Program with the Department of
Veterans Affairs,” said Goss.

According to the VA, The Yellow Ribbon
Program was established by the Post-9/11
Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2008.
This program allows institutions of higher
learning in the United States to voluntarily enter
into an agreement with the VA to fund tuition
and fee expenses that exceed the tuition and fee
amounts payable under the Post-9/11 GI Bill.
Now in its fourth year, the 2013 list of
Military Friendly Schools was compiled through
extensive research and a data-driven survey
of more than 12,000 VA-approved schools
nationwide.

me so that I was able to take ‘Accounting
I’ and ‘Accounting II’ classes at Casper
College in the fall of 2005 and spring
of 2006. By 2007 Dahlby was unable to
work and by 2009 was in a wheelchair.
“My neurologist tried a different approach
and put me on medicine for Parkinson’s
disease, and that resurrected me out of the
wheelchair.” Having enjoyed his accounting
classes at Casper College, Dahlby decided
to return to school. In December of 2011
he graduated from CC with an associate
of business degree in accounting. With
his previous time in the Air Force and his
degree from Casper College, “I now have
the full spectrum of how the world works – I
understand history, politics, and warfare,
and I now understand business and where
wealth comes from and how to protect it.”

The
“main
reason”
Rebekah
Merlino
(’11)
enlisted in
the U.S. Army in January of
2007 was “because of the
educational benefits. I really
wanted to go to college.”
Merlino had moved with her family to
Casper at the age of 17 her senior year of

high school. “Wyoming didn’t recognize
(my) home school credits so I felt like I had
no options. I joined the Army and five days
later was in basic training at Fort Jackson in
South Carolina,” said Merlino.
She returned from basic training, but
didn’t want to go to a university. On the
advice of an older sister, and since her
parents were still in Casper, she decided
to attend Casper College. That fall of 2007
Merlino started out as a criminal justice
major. One of her classes that semester was
“Drawing I” with brand new art instructor
Justin Hayward. “That did it for me, I fell in
love with art,” stated Merlino.
With her friends going on deployments
while she stayed stateside, Merlino decided
to volunteer for a test group. She finished
the fall 2009 semester at Casper College
and was sent to the southern area of
Afghanistan on December 26. Merlino was
one of only two women flyers “who directly
supported NATO forces.”
Merlino returned to the United States on
January 1, 2011 and two weeks later she
was back at Casper College. That spring
she received her associate of fine arts in
fine art. But “I still wasn’t ready to go to
a university” and so she stayed one more
year and earned an associate of fine arts in
photography.
When Merlino returned from her
deployment “I felt like I was a stranger
in my own country.” During her time in
Afghanistan, there was “a certain mission
that haunted me and dealt with a local
Afghani woman. The weight was too much
so I decided to paint to remember her,
and maybe because she was a young girl I
painted the picture for myself … I couldn’t
tell the real reason. I painted, layer after
layer, often redoing it. It was such a hard
painting, yet when I signed my initials and
was finished, the weight was lifted. Art
eased my transition back into American
society. I realized there was nothing I could
have done, that I did everything right, and
that things happen.”
Merlino hopes to one day be back at
Casper College teaching. “The teachers
here were so helpful – I owe them the
world and just love them a lot. I want to do
what they did for me for future students.”
To see more of Merlino’s work go to:
rebekahmerlino.com.
“Casper Mountain,” the cover image was painted
by Merlino and represents the six individuals
from this story looking toward Casper College and
Casper Mountain.

Historically
Military
Casper College alumnus Johanna Wickman,
(’03, ’09), is using her Casper College
degree in an unusual way to help veterans.
As one of CC’s Museum and Gallery Studies
program’s first graduates in 2009, she was
able to quickly land a job as the museum
director of the new La Quinta Museum near
Palm Springs, Calif. She says, “They told me
that a big reason I was their first choice was
because of my museum and gallery studies
degree from CC. They wanted someone who
had hands on experience, which I had from
my internship at the Wyoming Veterans’
Memorial Museum fostered through CC, and
who had academic and professional training in
museum practices.”
After several years as director of the
museum, she returned to Casper to begin a
business that “picks up where genealogists
leave off” and provides customized reports
of a particular service member’s military
records in an easy to read narrative format. In
addition to providing historical consulting, her
company, Wickman Historical Consultants,
uses actual military records and historical
research from the Revolutionary War through
the Spanish-American War to construct oneof-a-kind reports presented in a book format.
“We are the only company in the United
States to offer this type of service,”
she says. “It is one thing to know that your
great-great-great grandfather was a Civil War
veteran, but it is much more interesting to
know the exact battles he participated in and
what those meant to the Civil War within a
larger context.”
Wickman also has a bachelor’s in
humanities and fine arts from the University
of Wyoming/Casper College Center, and is
currently working on her master’s in history
through the University of Nebraska-Kearney’s
online program.
Johanna Wickman with Don Wildman of the
Travel Channel.

The Numbers Guy
by Jerold L. Saltz (’63)

I

n the summer of 1961 my mother asked me what I was going to do
that fall, and I just shrugged my shoulders so she suggested I enroll
at Casper Junior College. It was either that, or spend a cold winter out on Buffalo

Creek Ranch, located along the foothills of the Big Horn Mountains, near the famous HoleIn-The-Wall of Butch Cassidy fame. I’d been a “working cowboy” during the summers of 1959,
1960, and 1961. The Buffalo Creek Ranch was about 60 miles, as the crow flies, from Casper and
almost 100 miles in my 1949 Chevy. That Chevy was the most reliable car I ever owned. It was the
car that started on those 15 degrees below zero January mornings. I pondered that “cold winter” for
about three seconds and proceeded to fill out the application for Casper Junior College.
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I was born in Casper in 1943 and attended Willard
Elementary School and Dean Morgan Junior High
School. During the summers some of us neighborhood
boys rode our bikes up “C” hill and on up to Garden
Creek Falls so we had a good view of Casper College
as it was being built in the early 1950s, as well as the
golf course, with nary a pronghorn to be seen. The
lack of pronghorns may have had something to do with
people owning .22 rifles and shooting jackrabbits just
on the outskirts of Casper. Jackrabbits used to be in
abundance. We’d shoot a bunch of them in the winters
and sell them to a chinchilla farm on the western edge of
Casper – they’d give us 75 cents per rabbit, plus a .22
long rifle bullet.
I graduated from Natrona County High School in
1961. I didn’t have a stellar high school academic
record since I hadn’t even considered college during my
NCHS years, and I quickly realized in my first few weeks
at CJC that this experience was going to be a lot different
than high school. In high school if I didn’t attend classes
I was considered “truant,” whereas in college, not only
was I paying tuition, if I didn’t attend classes I would
simply be kicked out. Wow! What a realization.
I quickly made the adjustment and buckled down
into my studies. For some unknown reason I majored in
accounting from day one. Also very quickly, I discovered
that accounting was the most difficult of all my classes
at Casper College and remained the most difficult even
after I transferred to the University of Denver in 1963.
I remember one day in humanities class at Casper
College, I used the slang term “crick” water for “creek”
water in a discussion, and an exchange student from
the U.K. just thought that was so funny. She informed
our class it was referred to as “branch water” in Wales.
After my initial struggle with college level course work,
I got the hang of it and improved my grades enough to
be invited to join Casper College’s chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa. I still have that PTK pin attached to my favorite
golf cap all these years later.
Winfred Thompson was my accounting instructor
at Casper College and during the spring of 1963,
she “sponsored” me for a half tuition scholarship at
DU, which was $300 per quarter at the time. That fall
I enrolled at DU, along with two other Casper Junior
College accounting graduates, Jim Lenhart and Barbara
Jean Anderson; all three of us graduated from DU in
1965.
Upon moving to the “big city” of Denver I immediately
hated it – too many people, too many cars, I didn’t do
well in my classes during the first quarter at DU – I just
didn’t much like any of it. I went home to Casper that
first Christmas and shortly “discovered” I didn’t much
like Casper anymore – too small, no places to have fun,
and my high school friends had all “blown away” in
Casper’s constant winds. Upon returning to Denver after
Christmas I made a complete about face and started
liking the big city, plus my grades went from C’s to
almost straight A’s. I graduated from DU with a GPA of
3.313. After the first quarter at DU with all C’s, I earned
all A’s except one B in a history class. That B was due

to an argument with the professor about the Communist
Manifesto. The argument commenced early in the class
and continued for the entire ensuing 12 weeks. I always
thought that professor gave me less credit than I should
have received just because of the argument ... oh well,
into each life a little rain must fall.
I graduated from the University of Denver in 1965,
passed the CPA examination that fall and worked in
Denver about 10 years for two different CPA firms –
whereupon California began calling me. Cold Colorado
winters, snowy, and icy streets for seven months a year
vs. sunny days, 80 degree year-round golf weather and
lots of fun things to do in Los Angeles – it didn’t take
long to make that decision.
I worked for Rockwell International in their space
shuttle division and then continued with the Boeing
Company when Boeing acquired Rockwell’s space
shuttle program. For many years I worked with NASA and
the Defense Contract Audit Agency in special projects
related to audit findings by the DCAA (Defense Contract
Audit Agency.) The resolution of these projects required
me to travel all over the five Los Angeles Boeing
divisions as well as to Seattle, St. Louis, and Houston.
Invariably, the special projects involved research
within many Boeing departments, piecing the elements
together and forming a solution – it was much like
peeling an onion; as each layer was exposed, problems
weren’t nearly as complicated as first thought. One of
the most satisfying parts of my work was preparing
management presentations and getting approval of
my recommended solution. Many times this was the
culmination of several months’ work on a single project.
My wife Gail was also employed by Boeing as an
engineer. As a launch honoree in 1992, she invited me
to accompany her to Kennedy Space Center for a Space
Shuttle launch. I retired from Boeing in 2004 after 27
years, and took up playing golf for a living – along with
slow pitch softball and fly-fishing as often as we can fit it
in. My wife enjoys all these things too and after 35 years
of marriage (it only seems like 40), I confess she’s my
favorite golf and fly-fishing partner. She has since given
up slow pitch softball but I still play all year round here
in sunny, warm, “nonwind-blowing” Southern California.
I attended my 45th high school reunion in Casper
and have reconnected with several of my classmates,
particularly via e-mail. While I sometimes resent seeing
the daily 20 to 30 e-mails in my inbox, I must admit
it’s a far more efficient method of communication than
what was available when I attended Casper College in
1962/63. In fact, I’m writing this brief summary of my
career after Casper College using Microsoft Word and
transmitting it to Casper College’s Linda Nix via e-mail
... sure beats the “smoke signals” I used in 1963. I can
certainly attest that without that associate of science
degree from Casper Junior College, my professional
career would not have occurred. I would probably be
some crusty old cowboy drifting in and out of the old
Wonder Bar in downtown Casper.
Thanks, Casper College.

J

erold and his wife,
Gail, reside in Laguna
Woods, Calif. Jerold,
who took up golf in 2004 after
his retirement from Boeing,
recently got his first “holein-one” on a 160 yard, par 3
hole, hitting a 4 wood.
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Five Questions
Bob Bolles, (’60)

What
About
Bob?

Bob Bolles, (’60), was inducted into
the National High School Athletic
Coaches Association Hall of Fame
this summer in Des Moines,
Iowa, at the organization’s annual
convention. Bolles coached for 33
years at Casper’s Kelly Walsh High
School, most of the time as head
boys’ basketball and head boys’
track coach. During those years,
at various times he taught English,
physical education, and driver
training, was activities director and
eventually assistant principal. He
previously was inducted into the
Wyoming Coaches Association Hall
of Fame and the Wyoming Sports
Officials Hall of Fame. He has
attended 45 of the last 46 Wyoming
State Track meets. He missed one
because of his daughter’s wedding.
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Bob Bolles walks with Kelly Walsh High School’s 4x200 relay team
members immediately following their victory at the Wyoming State
High School Track Meet in May, 1981. From left to right: Rick Hileman,
Allyn Griﬃn, Bob Bolles, Mike Devereaux, and Ricky Griﬃn.

QA

: What led you to Casper College?
: I basically grew up in a little town in southeast Wyoming called Guernsey

until I was a ninth grader, and then my family moved to Casper. I went to
Natrona County High School, and played basketball and ran track for Swede
Erickson. I followed him up to Casper College his first year. LeRoy (Strausner ('60),
who later became Casper College president) and I played on his first team. LeRoy and I
met while we were both juniors in high school. When I met LeRoy he could hardly walk,
someone had just hit him with a shot put as I recall, we played ball against each other in
high school (Strausner played ball at Hot Springs County High School in Thermopolis,
Wyo.) and then played together at Casper College.

01

QA

: How did you decide to become an educator?
: One of the (faculty) that affected me the most was a gentleman by the name of William Curry,
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he was an English teacher and an old track coach … (He) got me headed towards getting a
degree in English. (After Casper College) I went to Colorado State College, got my degree there
and started teaching at Worland Junior High School when I graduated. In Worland, Wyo. I taught seventh
grade English and coached football, basketball, and track. I did that for two years and then came to Kelly
Walsh High School in 1965 when it opened its doors, taught sophomore English, coached sophomore
football, and was junior varsity basketball coach and head track coach.

Q

: How have you been spending your time since
your 1998 retirement?

Q

03

A

: My wife and I spend time traveling and sightseeing.

I like to play golf whenever possible. The first year
I retired I built myself a new fly rod for fishing on
the river. My wife and I now enjoy traveling and watching our
grandsons in their rodeos and basketball games. This summer
we will spend time watching them rodeo in the junior rodeos,
high school rodeos, and playing legion baseball.

: Your wife (Margaret Myrlu Duke, ’61) is also a CC alum.
How did you meet her?
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A

: We went to high school together but I didn’t know her until after my

senior year, I met her in the summertime. She came to Casper College
and we got acquainted. We both went to (Colorado State College
of Education in) Greeley. We married in 1963. When we graduated we signed
teaching contracts and went to Worland. The gentleman who hired her wanted her,
I just kind of tagged along.

Q

: What was one of the main techniques you used for
athletes that needed a little extra motivation?

05

A

: I always told them when it was all over if (they) could

look in the mirror, that’s all they can do and they should be
satisfied. But after the contest, the race, or whatever, they
absolutely had to be able to be sure they did the best they could do.
But I’m also sure I did my share of screaming at them.

Want to know more about Bob?

Go to caspercollege.edu/oralhistories/index.html

Notes from T-Bird Camp
by William Landen (’76)

Casper College Stays Home
to Find Next Thunderbird Coach
Dan Russell (’06) used to chase
down basketballs for the Casper College
Thunderbirds. He loved being a ball boy and
once in awhile they even let him sit on the
bench.
Starting this fall Russell will be at the other
end of the bench. The Casper native and former
Thunderbird is the new head coach of his alma
mater. Russell succeeds Joel Davidson, who
after five seasons at the helm departed for
an assistant coaching job at the University of
Northern Colorado.
Sitting in his new office, Russell doesn’t look
overwhelmed. He does look young, however
(he is 27), and he admits that several people
have asked him if he is the youngest T-Bird
coach ever (he is, a few months younger than
Pat Rafferty was when he replaced the legendary
Swede Erickson).
“It has been special,” Russell says, when
asked what the past few weeks have been like.
The opportunity clearly means a lot to the
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former T-Bird, who choked up a little bit at the
press conference. “Because of my family being
here and the opportunity to be close by nieces
and nephews and my parents, that’s where the
emotion came from,” he says.
Russell is a native of Casper. He graduated
from Natrona County High School, where he was
a two-sport all-state athlete for the Mustangs.
He played two years at Casper College (for Bill
Johnson and Doug Stewart) and is among the
top 10 Thunderbirds all time in 3-point field
goals made during a career. He is eighth all
time in career field goal percentage.
Russell earned his undergraduate degree
from the University of Wyoming. While in
Laramie he worked on basketball head coach
Heath Schroyer’s staff as a graduate assistant.
He spent the past five years as Davidson’s
assistant. Under him and Davidson, the
Thunderbirds averaged 24 wins per season
over the past four years and finished Region
IX runners up in 2012. He helped recruit two

NJCAA All-Americans
and 12 Thunderbirds
who signed Division I
scholarship offers.
Above all else, Russell is a competitor.
“I hate losing more than I love winning,” he
smiles. His teams will likely reflect many of the
things Davidson’s teams did; the new coach
wants his Thunderbirds to play fast and “take
teams out of their comfort zone.” One of his
mottos is “defend first.”
So how do you take a storied program, which
has risen back into the nation’s Top 25 of late,
and take it even further? “It is important to me
that we create a culture that breeds winning and
success.”
In other words, he wants his players to have
the same competitive drive he does.
Russell becomes the 13th coach in the
school’s history, dating back to 1945.

Volleyball
Aug. 23-24
Aug. 27
Aug. 30-31
Sept. 6-7
Sept. 10
Sept. 13-14
Sept. 17
Sept. 20-21
Sept. 26
Sept. 28
Oct. 3
Oct. 5
Oct. 8
Oct. 10
Oct. 12
Oct. 16
Oct. 19
Oct. 23
Oct. 30
Nov. 6-9
Nov. 21-23

S. Idaho Tournament
W. Neb.
SLCC Tournament
Central Neb. Tournament
E. Wyo.
Northeastern J.C. Tournament
Laramie County CC
WyoBraska Tournament
Sheridan
Northwest
Central Wyo.
Western Wyo.
W. Neb.
Sheridan
Northwest
Eastern Wyo.
Laramie County CC
Central Wyo.
Western Wyo.
Region IX Tournament
National Tournament

T-Bird Athletics S2c0h1e3-14
dule

Twin Falls, ID
Scottsbluff, NE
Salt Lake City, UT
Columbus, NE
Torrington, WY
Sterling, CO
Cheyenne, WY
Torrington/Scottsbluff
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Riverton, WY
Rock Springs, WY
Casper, WY
Sheridan, WY
Powell, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Torrington, WY
Casper, WY

TBA
7 p.m.
TBA
TBA
7 p.m.
TBA
7 p.m.
TBA
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
7 p.m.
5 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
7 p.m.
5 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
TBA
TBA

Women’s and Men’s Basketball
Oct. 11-12
Nov. 1-2
Nov. 8
Nov. 9
Nov. 14-16
Nov. 15-16
Nov. 15
Nov. 16
Nov. 19
Nov. 22
Nov. 23
Nov. 28-30
Nov. 29-30
Dec. 4
Dec. 7
Dec. 9
Jan. 2
Jan. 4

Casper Jamboree (M)
Tip-Off Classic (W/M)
Opponent (W)
Wyo. All-Stars (W/M)
Pizza Hut Classic (W)
S. Idaho Tournament (M)
N. Idaho (W)
Northeastern J.C. (W)
W. Neb. (W/M)
NW Tech. (M)
Northeastern J.C. (W/M)
Wyo. Oil/Gas Thanksgiving Classic (M)
S. Idaho Tournament (W)
Miles (W/M)
Western Wyo. (W/M)
Eastern Wyo. (W)
Wyo. All-Stars (M)
Sheridan (W/M)

caspercollege.edu/a
thletics

Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Twin Falls, ID
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Sterling, CO
Sterling, CO
Casper, WY
Twin Falls, ID
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Sheridan, WY

TBA
5:30/7:30 p.m.
TBA
TBA
7:30 p.m.
TBA
7:30 p.m.
3 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
5/7 p.m.
5/7:30 p.m.
TBA
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
TBA
3/5 p.m.

Jan. 8
Jan. 11
Jan. 15
Jan. 18
Jan. 21
Jan. 25
Jan. 29
Feb. 1
Feb. 5
Feb. 8
Feb. 12
Feb. 15
Feb. 19
Feb. 21
Feb. 24
March 1-5
March 17-22
March 17-24

Northwest (W/M)
Little Big Horn (W/M)
Dawson (W/M)
Central Wyo. (W/M)
W. Neb. (W/M)
Gillette (W/M)
Miles (W/M)
W. Wyo. (W/M)
Sheridan (W/M)
HOMECOMING Northwest (W/M)
Little Big Horn (W/M)
Dawson (W/M)
Central Wyo. (W/M)
Gillette (W/M)
E. Wyo. (W/M)
Region IX Tournaments (W/M)
National Tournament (W)
National Tournament (M)

Powell, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Riverton, WY
Scottsbluff, NE
Casper, WY
Miles City, MT
Rock Springs, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Crow Agency, MT
Glendive, MT
Casper, WY
Gillette, WY
Torrington, WY
TBA
Salina, KS
Hutchinson, KS

5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
TBA
TBA
TBA

Parker to Coach Rodeo Team Full Time at College
Retires from Classroom Teaching

Many have wondered the past couple of years
how long Tom Parker would keep doing what he
does.
He and Casper College answered that question
this spring: as long as he wants to.
Rodeo is in Parker’s blood and college rodeo
is part of his soul. So when it came time to
retire from the classroom, where he has taught
agriculture for the past 40 years, he decided he
didn’t want to leave the arena and offered to stay
on as rodeo coach.
College leadership agreed that keeping Parker
in the red and in the arena was a good idea. He is,
after all, one of the deans among college rodeo
coaches, and respected across the country. Parker
has finished his 23rd season at Casper College.
Parker is only the second coach Casper has
ever had. Dale Stiles started the rodeo program –
the first junior college team in the country – and
coached for nearly 40 years. “That was a big thing
for me when I interviewed for the job,” Parker says.
“Dale, along with Bill Henry and Kelly Burch, had
built an agriculture program where the rodeo team
was an integral part.”
Parker says it has been a great honor to carry on
the program Stiles built. “Dale had this to a point
that when you talked about rodeo you talked about
Casper College agriculture, too.”
Of course, Stiles had the rodeo program
recognized nationally as well, something Parker has
worked hard to maintain.
Parker offers his patented grin when asked about
his coaching duties. There is always
aggravation and disappointment, but 90 percent of
those who have come through the door have made
it worthwhile and pleasurable, he says. “The good
always outweighs the bad.”
Parker has served on the national board of
directors of the National Intercollegiate Rodeo
Association and has been a past faculty director
for the Central Rocky Mountain Region. He has
served as the arena boss at the College National
Finals Rodeo and on the host executive team that

brought the event to Casper. That means he has
played every role in college rodeo – from riding as
a contestant for Northwest College in Powell, Wyo.
and the University of Wyoming, to coaching, to
leading national policy efforts on behalf of student
athletes.
Parker knows how to produce a rodeo, that’s
for sure. The Ropin’ and Riggin’ Days has eight
times been named regional rodeo of the year in the
CRMR. That is an honor he shares with the T-Bird
teams, but also with a community that has been
very supportive of the annual spring event. It means
a lot, Parker says, that Tom Jones ('80) (a former
rodeo T-Bird) and the fairgrounds staff prepare and
provide the arena every year as well.
Now that Parker has retired from the classroom,
he will be able to devote full energy to his rodeo
team. He’s looking forward to “getting out on the
road” and recruiting. He can also fill in where
needed with his teaching mates in the agriculture
department.
Parker’s philosophy on coaching, he says,
will remain the same. “I try to teach (the student
athletes) how to be winners in the arena and
winners in life. It still takes what it always did –
hard work and perseverance and heart.”
Parker credits a lot of people for the success of
Casper College rodeo. But everybody knows it is
Parker who saddles up first.
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2013-20
T-bird RoCedntraleWyooming
Sept. 13-15
Sept. 20-22
Sept. 27-29
Oct. 4-5
Oct. 11-13
March 13-15
March 28-30
April 4-6
April 25-27
May 2-4
June 15-21

U.
Chadron State
ge
Sheridan Colle
Lamar CC
CC
Laramie County
Gillette College
U.
Colorado State
Eastern Wyo.
ggin’ Days
CC Ropin’ & Ri
oming
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of
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Riv
Chadron, NE
Sheridan, WY
Lamar, CO
Cheyenne, WY
Gillette, WY
Ft. Collins, CO
Torrington, WY
Casper, WY
Laramie, WY
Casper, WY
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Faculty & Staff Notes
1.

Heath Hornecker (’97), Casper
College agriculture instructor and
department chair will complete his tenure as the
Region I secretary for the National Association
of Agricultural Educators (NAAE) during 2013.
Serving in that capacity since 2010, Heath
has been responsible for helping oversee the
association’s activities in an 11-state region.
Headquartered in Lexington, Ky., NAAE is the
professional organization in the United States
for agricultural educators with nearly 8,000
members. NAAE’s mission is “professionals
providing agricultural education for the global
community through visionary leadership,
advocacy and service.”
The Casper College Foundation is proud to
announce this year’s recipients of the Barbara
Scifers Female Doctoral Incentive Scholarship:
Kerri Mahlum who is pursuing a doctorate
in instructional technology from the University
of Wyoming; Roberta Marvel (’73) who is
pursuing a doctorate in post-secondary and
adult education from the University of Wyoming;
Heather Robinson (’96) who is pursuing
a doctorate in educational computing from
the University of North Texas; and Melissa
Stahley-Cummings (’99) who is pursuing
a doctorate in interdisciplinary educational
program in leadership at Creighton University.
Tom Empey, retired Casper College
theatre icon, chose to direct a special
production of David Mamet’s controversial
drama, “Oleanna” as his last production in
Casper before moving to Utah this summer
with his wife, Lissa Empey, newly retired
from Casper College. Empey spent 34 years
involved with the performing arts in Casper. The
play was performed in the Thomas H. Empey
Studio Theatre May 17-19, and May 22-26
and featured William Conte, CC theatre
instructor, and Tricia Lovelace (’13), recently
graduated CC student.
2.
Mike Olson (’93), CC ceramics
instructor, and many of his students
created over 300 bowls for the Joshua’s
Storehouse “Empty Bowls” fundraiser, proceeds
of which go to feed the hungry in Casper.
Mike’s piece “Salt Cellar” was also part of a
group show, “Western Table Manners,” at the
National Council on Education for the Ceramic
Arts, in Houston, Texas.
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3.

Casper College has a sister college
relationship with the Universidad del
Valle de Guatemala in Guatemala City. This
was the third trip for Casper College faculty to
“UVG.” Richard Burk, CC theatre instructor,
taught seven seminars on acting and makeup
at UVG, which is the first time a Casper College
faculty member offered instruction at UVG.
Burk was part of a group of four visiting UVG
over spring break 2013 from Casper College
that also included Ardell Knudson, CC
engineering instructor, J. P. Cavigelli, CC
Tate Geological Museum collections specialist,
and Shawn Powell dean of the CC School of
Social and Behavioral Science.
Nathan Baker, CC music theory instructor
presented a trombone concert for ARTCORE
of Casper in April. Originally from Missoula,
Mont., Nathan has been at Casper College
since 2009. He performs with the Wyoming
Symphony, the Casper Municipal Band, the
Casper College Jazz Ensemble, and local
trombone quartet Dem Bones.
4.
Chad Hanson, chair of the CC
Department of Sociology and Social
Work has published his third book, “Trout
Streams of the Heart.” He has previously
published “Swimming with Trout” and “The
Community College and the Good Society: How
the Liberal Arts Were Undermined and What
We Can Do To Bring them Back.” He’s also
working as editor of a forthcoming book in the
New Directions for Higher Education series by
Jossey-Bass. The 2014 volume will be titled:
“Studying Student Identity Development.”
Lance D. Jones, director of campus
security and judicial review and adjunct
instructor, School of Social and Behavioral
Sciences, has been accepted into the 2013 Jan
Karski Institute for Holocaust Education Summer
Certificate Program at Georgetown University in
Washington, D.C.
Brandi Parmely, (’13) campus security
officer, attended the Enhanced Incident
Management/Unified Command School at
the National Response and Rescue Training
Center at Texas A & M University in College
Station, Texas in May 2013. This training and
all attendant expenses were underwritten by
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
Brandi is the third member of the Casper
College Campus Security Department to
attend this class. Brandi is a CC alumna in the
Addictionology program.

Several Casper College employees won
prestigious awards during the 2013 retirement and
recognition dinner in April.
Jared Bowden, physics instructor, and
Jessica Hurless (’02), communications
instructor, were both recognized with the
Rosenthal Outstanding Faculty Award. The award
has been in existence since 1989 and recognizes
two outstanding faculty each year.
The outstanding administrator award was given
to Teresa Wallace, director of counseling
at Casper College, while Belle Stapleton,
custodial crew leader, received the Robert Durst
Classified Staff Award.
The Judith Bailey Scully Award, given to a
faculty member who demonstrates academic
excellence, was presented to Dale Anderson
(’89), fire science instructor.
Chad Hanson, sociology instructor, and
Patrick Amelotte, English instructor, worked
together on an article entitled: “Cracking Open the
Curriculum, Lessons from a Community College.”
The six-page article, which included three color
photos illustrating Casper College student learning
opportunities, appeared in the Winter 2013 issue
of Liberal Education, published by the Association
of American Colleges and Universities.
New employee changes have been occurring at
Casper College. Kim Byrd, director of student
success services assumed the position of interim
vice president of student services. Kim replaced
Joanna Anderson, who was named president
of State Fair Community College in Sedalia, Mo.
Anderson began her presidency on July 1.
David Siemens, former distance education
technology coordinator, was appointed as the
director of distance education. He took over
from Ana Thompson, who took a position at
Boise State University as an instructional design
consultant in June.
In May, Laura Driscoll, dean for continuing
education/community partnerships, was promoted
to executive dean of continuing education,
“In recognition of the success and growing
importance of continuing education,” said Walter
Nolte, president of Casper College.
Pam Jones, workforce training advisor,
became the new Casper College Center for
Excellence training coordinator on July 1. Jones
took the place of Laurie Lye, former Center for
Excellence specialist who retired June 28 after 36
years at Casper College.

3.

2.
1.

Chad Hanson’s patient descriptions of nature and the North American landscape,
filled with all those views of Wyoming’s khaki-colored prairies, are reminiscent of
Annie Dillard and Elizabeth Bishop. This collection is a call for help, perhaps even a
call to action. Wild places in the West are vanishing. We need these wild places, if
only to remind us of untouched beauty, the power of water, the connectiveness of
the living, and we especially need these wild kingdoms to remind us that we are
not, in fact, the center of the universe.
— MARGARET MCMULLAN
author of In My Mother’s House
In Trout Streams of the Heart, Chad Hanson offers us a moving meditation on the
beauties of trout, the places we find them, and our poignant desire to fool them for
moments of grace—and mercy—in our short uncertain lives.
— SCOTT SADIL
author of Fly Tales
Like all good fly fishers, Chad Hanson takes a lively interest in the natural world
around him. When his curiosity takes him to small streams searching for unique
fishing opportunities, his questions are not how many or how big, but how and why.
His hikes to remote spots and his thoughts along the way can be as compelling as his
time on the river itself. As a result, his essays will appeal to a wide audience, even to
those who have never wet a line.
— FRANK SOOS
author of Bamboo Fly Rod Suite
Contemporary Nonfiction Series 1

tsup.truman.edu

CHAD HANS ON

Send information to:
Linda Nix,
Associate Director,
Alumni Relations,
Casper College,
125 College Drive,
Casper, WY 82601;
Phone – 307-268-2218
or 800-442-2963
ext. 2218;
E-mail – alumni@
caspercollege.edu

Fly fishing is the thread that binds this luminous collection of essays together. Trout
Streams of the Heart is fly fishing plus everything meaningful that surrounds it, if we
are paying attention to our lives. And even if we are not, Chad Hanson is. This is
writing of the first order—perceptive, colorful, wide ranging, informed, and best of
all knowing and wise.
— ROBERT DEMOTT
editor of Astream: American Writers on Fly Fishing

OF
Heart
Trout Streams THE

Story to add?

Forging a bond with rugged places and wild creatures, casting to brook trout, or reflecting
on the forces that compel people to fly fish, Chad Hanson proves himself a formidable guide.
In prose that is wise and observant, he brings us stories of travel, adventure, and concern for
the state of the environment. Hanson climbs to the tops of peaks, hikes to the bottoms of
canyons, and finds himself lost in snow at high elevation—terrain that is more than geographic
and just as exhilarating. Trout Streams of the Heart offers nature lovers—anglers and nonfishers alike—a provocative foray into our relationship with the natural world.

4.

Ten Retire from
Casper College
Casper College said farewell to 10 employees who accounted for a total
of nearly 231 years at the 2013 Recognition and Retirement Banquet.
John Chapin began his career as a
custodial worker on August 27, 2007. He
started in Liesinger Hall when it was still
known as the Liesinger Administration
Building. He then transferred to the Loftin
Life Science Center where he worked
for three years. His final building before
retirement was the Gateway Building.
Rodney Dye (’75) began his
career as a campus security officer on
November 1, 2001. In addition to his
campus security job, he was an adjunct
instructor for the college’s criminal
justice program teaching the class
“Firearms II.”
Lora Hittle began teaching at
Casper College on August 21, 2001.
“I’ve taught German, French, and Spanish
courses but primarily Spanish and been
the department head/chair of the World
Languages Department at Casper College
since 2007,” she said. In addition to
her teaching duties at Casper College,
Hittle has also been the “faculty sponsor/
advisor for Gamma Rho Chapter of Alpha
Mu Gamma, Spanish Club, French Club,
and The Alliance.”
Laurie Lye began her career at
Casper College on September 20,
1977 in the library, where she worked
for the next 30 years. In October 2007
she moved to serve as ‘campus events

specialist’ and then from 2008 until her
retirement as the Center for Excellence
specialist.
Melissa (Lissa) Empey started at
Casper College as a part-time employee
in the copy center when she began on
October 14, 1987. Fourteen years ago,
she began working fulltime in the copy
center.
Dolores “Kay” Mockensturm
started working for Casper College on
August 22, 1994. She drove the bus for
the many trips the basketball teams took
over the years, but more recently has
been the campus shuttle bus driver.
Gerald “Jerry” Nelson began
his teaching career at Casper College
on August 22, 1977, at a time when
the petroleum and mining industry in
Wyoming was booming, and numerous
students were majoring in geology.
During his time at the college he was the
chair of the geology department, director
of the Tate Geological Museum, chair of
the physical sciences and mathematics
division, director of distance education,
and associate dean of academic affairs.
Susan Nelson (’86) started her
employment with Casper College on
August 29, 1989 as the director of
the Math Lab. In the fall of 1995 she
became a full-time math instructor. When

Foreground, Walter Nolte, Jerry Nelson, center.

Casper College began offering distance
education classes in 1995, Nelson was
the first math instructor to offer a distance
education math class.
Patrick Patton began his career at
Casper College on August 22, 1977 as a
vocal instructor in the music department.
Patton directed the Casper College
Contemporary Singers, Casper College
Men’s’ Choir, Casper College Women’s
Choir, and the Casper College Choral. He
originated both the CCC Singers as well
as the Madrigal Feaste, which ran for 18
years under his direction.
Ebba Stedillie began her full-time
teaching career at Casper College on
August 20, 1990. She started teaching
at the college several years earlier as
an adjunct instructor and then for the
1989-1990 academic year with a supply
contract as an English faculty member.
Around the fall of 2000, she began
teaching all communication courses. In
addition to her teaching duties, Stedillie
has served as an assistant forensics
coach, as the communication department
chair, and currently as the director of the
Casper College Learning Communities
Initiative and an instructor in the
communication department.

Rod Dye reacts to a speech in his honor.

Tom Empey

Named Commitment to Excellence Award Winner

T

he architect of today’s theatre
program at Casper College has been
selected by the Alumni Association
as the recipient of the 2013
Commitment to Excellence Award.
Tom Empey will be presented the award at the
Casper College Alumni Association’s Annual Gala,
which will be held Sept. 28, 2013 at the Casper
Petroleum Club.
When Empey took over the theatre program at
Casper College in 1979, productions were held in
the tiny Penthouse Theatre on the first floor of the
Liesinger Administration Building. The future of the
theatre program was unclear.
By the end of his first five years, the Gertrude
Krampert Theatre was under construction and
enrollment in theatre and dance began to boom.
According to Empey, when he began at the college,
his intentions were to “give it five years and work
like a dog.” And in fact, he did both those things,
and then continued for decades beyond that. “I was
actually thinking about leaving in the mid-‘80s,”
Empey told Footprints for a 2006 cover story about
his career. “But when we got the new building I
thought I should stay to get that off the ground.
Somewhere in the middle, I lost 10 years.”
As the program continued to gain in strength
and quality, the community began to recognize the
annual slate of outstanding theatre productions as a
cultural highlight of Casper.
The ensuing years under Empey’s leadership
saw continued growth of programs and hiring
of additional outstanding faculty. In 2003 a
renovation of the Krampert Theatre was completed,
which added 30,000 square feet, including a
communication wing and the Leland and Barbara
Scifers Dance Performance Studio.
Although Empey retired in 2010, he continued to
have ties to Casper College and the Casper theatre
scene. In 2011 the former Black Box Theatre was
renamed the Thomas H. Empey Studio Theatre.
Earlier this year he directed “Medea” at Stage
III Community Theatre, and in May he directed
“Oleanna” at Casper College. The Empeys then
moved to Utah earlier this summer.
The Commitment to Excellence Award was
established by the Casper College Alumni
Association in 1991. The recipient must have
given exemplary service to and made a significant
difference in the growth and development of
Casper College.
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Campus Construction
Union, Music Building, and Plaza to Open Soon
The last two new buildings in Casper College’s campus makeover will open over the next eight months. The
completion of the Music Building in August and the “UU Building” (Casper College Student Union and the
University of Wyoming/Casper) in December will leave the outdoor Campus Plaza as the last remaining project in
the spate of construction that began in 2009.

A

s the spring 2013 semester
ended, music faculty were
packing their offices in the Aley
Fine Arts Center in preparation
for the move to the Music Building this
summer. Space in the Aley Fine Arts Center
will be remodeled for use as faculty offices and
classroom space, allowing for expansion of
numerous specialized areas located in the Wold
Physical Science Center and the Loftin Life
Science Center. Expansion of science-related
facilities was one of the priorities identified in
the Casper College Master Plan.
The highlight of the Music Building is a
400-seat recital hall, designed with advanced
acoustical properties. A new choral facility will
double as a small recital hall with seating for
approximately 60. Percussion and instrumental
facilities, numerous practice areas, new faculty
offices, and an art gallery are also part of the
new building. Casper College’s characteristic
red sandstone, previously seen only in the many
terraces around campus, is infused throughout
the building. The main north-south corridor
in the building will also serve as a primary
component in the “arts walk,” which will link
the music building with the Gertrude Krampert
Theatre Complex and the Goodstein Visual Arts
Center. A dedication with public tours and an
inaugural concert for the Music Building is
slated for Sunday, October 13.
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A

bout half of the UU Building
will include offices, classrooms
and student services for UW
Outreach and the University of
Wyoming/Casper College Center. The other
half of the building will house Casper College
student activities offices, the student wellness
center, meeting rooms, recreation facilities,
and a new campus dining hall. The building will
also house the College Store, which is currently
located in the Strausner Student Center, and a
coffee shop. In conjunction with the Gateway
Building, which opened last year, the UU
Building will serve as a primary connection
between upper and lower campus.
The campus plaza, which will be the largest
green space on campus, will be completed in
summer 2014. Demolition of Roberts Commons
will allow for the plaza to extend from the UU
Building to a semicircular roadway that passes
just south of Liesinger Hall, Saunders Health
Science Center, Strausner Student Center, and
the Goodstein Foundation Library. The parking
lots that previously occupied the area under and
around the UU building have been relocated to
the west on the sites of the former residence
halls. The new residence hall replaced the three
smaller halls last year.
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Campus Construction

I

n early 2014 work will begin on the
construction of the Campus Plaza,
which will provide a greenspace
around the new UU Building and be
the lower terminus of the connection between
lower, middle and upper campus. Campus
Drive will be reconstructed to form a gentle
arc through lower campus, with diagonal
parking in several locations. The parking lot
that was previously on the site of the campus
plaza has been relocated to the west side of
the plaza, on the former sites of Bailey and
Morad residence halls. After the demolition
of Roberts Commons, the campus plaza will
also be flanked by Aley Hall (former music
building) Liesinger Hall (former administration
building), the Saunders Health Science Center,
Strausner Hall (former student center), and the
Goodstein Foundation Library. The campus
plaza will feature a student plaza for outdoor
performances and gatherings, a gathering area
surrounding a gas-powered fire pit, an outdoor
dining area adjacent to Tobin Dining Hall in
the UU Building, and outdoor cafe seating
adjacent to the UU Building’s indoor cafe/
snack bar. Work is scheduled for completion
by the start of the fall 2014 semester and
will bring to an end five years of major
construction on campus.
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People & Places
1940s, 50s, 60s
Miles Hardee (’49) retired after a career
as an assistant principal in the Denver public
school system. Miles is a lieutenant governor
in Optimist International for the ColoradoWyoming District and is living in Littleton, Colo.
Dugan (’59) and Barbara (’58)
Simmons are living in Casper and supporting
the T-Birds whenever they are able. They
celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary
on April 17. Dugan works part-time and is
active with the Shriners. Both of their sons
live in Casper. They also have two grandsons.
Thursdays have been very significant in their
lives. They were married on a Thursday and
both sons were born on Thursdays. They enjoy
traveling around Wyoming.
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Karen Higgins (’68) recently
published Financial Whirlpools, an
analysis of the 2008-2009 world economic
crisis that visually portrays the crisis and events
leading up to it using systems thinking. Karen
was the Casper College Distinguished Alumna
in 2000 and is an adjunct faculty member at
Claremont Graduate University, Claremont,
Calif. She also heads ÉLAN Leadership
Concepts, Ridgecrest, Calif. Her sister Kathy
Pagel recently came up to Casper College
to present a copy of Karen’s new book to CC
President Walter Nolte.
Pam Bretey (’69) is retiring after 46
years as a hair stylist. She and Rob Wilkes are
planning to spend most of their time enjoying
the log home they built in the mountains west
of Douglas, Wyo. Rob retired in 2003 after
teaching psychology at Casper College.
1.

1970s

Wold
Physical Science
Center

Judy Karen (Burge) TeSelle (’70)
writes, “I am very proud to be a CC alumna. I
remember when the Administration Building
contained the gym, theatre in the round, and
classrooms. The nursing building served just
about every other purpose with the exception of
the union and library. It is thrilling to watch the
evolution of the campus.”
Randy Royal (’74) is approaching 34 years
of private practice as an attorney in Greybull,
Wyo. He serves as a bankruptcy trustee for the
department of justice and is also a full-time
circuit court magistrate in Big Horn County.
Randy lives with his significant other, Dawn
Sherwin, in Greybull. His son, Grant, just
finished his enlistment with the Marines and is
now attending college in California. Randy is a
former Casper College Alumni Board member.

Grant (’76) and Joslynn (’77) Newton
live in the Houston area. Grant has worked for
Baker Hughes for almost 35 years and currently
works in the Gulf of Mexico as a drilling fluids
engineer on offshore drilling rigs. He enjoys
riding his mountain bike on local trails during
his two weeks off each month. Joslynn sticks
to running. She ran her ninth half marathon in
January. Joslynn writes that “we both really
enjoyed our days at Casper College. We met
there and have been married for almost 34
years!”
Phyllis Schulz (’77) received the Legends
in Nursing in remembrance of Ellen K. Taylor
Award during the Wyoming Chapter of the
March of Dimes Eighth Annual Nurse of the Year
Awards Celebration. Phyllis is employed by
Wyoming Medical Center in Casper.
James Scherr (’79) just celebrated a
career millstone of 25 years working in the
IT field for National Security Technologies,
operating contractor for the Nevada National
Security site.

Carla A. McCoy Itzen (’94) is a recipient
of the Arch Coal Teacher Achievement Award.
Carla teaches English and language arts at Kelly
Walsh High School in Casper and has 14 years
of teaching experience. Carla holds an associate
degree in communication from Casper College,
a bachelor’s degree in secondary English/
communication from the University of Wyoming
and a master’s degree in teaching from Grand
Canyon University in Phoenix. She has worked
as an instructional facilitator and will be
pursuing a National Board Certification.
Julie Garner and Joshua Patterson (’99,
’02) were married Nov. 10, 2012, in Estes Park,
Colo. The bride earned bachelor’s degrees from
the University of Wyoming in 2004 and 2005,
and a master’s degree from National University
of La Jolla in 2010. She is a language arts
teacher at Natrona County High School. The
groom earned associate degrees from Casper
College in 1999 and 2002 and a bachelor’s
degree from the University of Phoenix in 2010.
He is operations manager at M-I Swaco.

Alison Youngberg (’90) received the
Surgical Services Award at the Wyoming
Chapter of the March of Dimes Eighth Annual
Nurse of the Year Awards Celebration. Alison
works at Wyoming Medical Center in Casper.

Linda (Babcock) Coatney (’03) was
awarded her master’s degree in creative
nonfiction from the University of Wyoming.
Linda is assistant to the arts specialist for the
Wyoming Arts Council. She also works with
the Poetry Out Loud program, a joint effort of

1980s and 1990s 2000s

the National Endowment for the Arts and the
Poetry Foundation, which is administered by the
Wyoming Arts Council.
James Stress (’03) is performing with
Royal Caribbean Productions on the vessel
Azamara Journey as a featured performer in
four productions that include “Voices,” “Stage
Door To Dreams,” “Café del Amor,” and “Play.
Stop. Rewind.” The ship will visit multiple ports
throughout China, Thailand, Vietnam, India, the
Greek Isles, and Italy, ending its schedule at the
end of September 2013.
Christina Zimbelman-Deconinck
(’03) and her husband, Derrick are living in
California. Christina is continuing her education
through the University of Wyoming Outreach
and plans to graduate with a bachelor’s in social
sciences by the spring of 2014. “I have been
able to learn a lot for my criminal justice and
psychology classes from the crime analysts and
police force through police ride along time and
just simply being in a type of environment so
unfamiliar to me.” She has been employed in
Costa Mesa, Calif. as a lead clinical research
coordinator West Coast Clinical Trials Global
(WCCT Global). She says, “I am grateful that
CC set me on a path to get there and that UW
recognizes my CC credits and is affordable and
easy to work with to help me attain that degree.”
She has three children.

My Favorite Teacher: William Curry
in class, it is not difficult to
Darel D. McIntyre (’64)
from Scottsdale, Ariz. took
get good grades. Mr. Curry’s
time to write and remember
guidance did so much for me.
influential instructor, William
He truly was interested in my
Curry. Here’s what he had to
success, not in any accolades
say: “I was recently reading
for himself.
Footprints, and it occurred to
After graduating from
me that I have always intended
Casper College in 1964, I
to write the college about a
earned a bachelor’s degree at
most wonderful teacher that
the University of Wyoming. I
turned my life around. His
started my career at the Valley
Darel D. McIntyre in 1985.
encouragement and help
National Bank of Arizona. It
resulted in a very successful
was the largest bank in the
career in banking. I had not always been a
eight Rocky Mountain States. That was in 1967
stellar student. It seemed I always had more
and I was 27 years old. By the time I was 34,
important things to do than go to school and
I was a full vice president and two years later
study. I finally decided to go to college and it
I was in charge of the branch loans in the
started out much the same way as high school.
greater Phoenix area. By the end of my career,
Then, I signed up for one of Mr. William Curry’s I was senior vice president and manager of
loan administration. I had also been chairman
English classes. Apparently, he saw some
of the senior loan committee and a member
potential in me and taught me that if you apply
yourself, do your assignments, and pay attention of the senior management committee. By

that time, our bank’s stock was traded on the
NYSE, symbol VNC. We had approximately 200
branches and 7,000 employees. Valley National
has since been acquired by other banks and is
now part of the J.P. Morgan Chase family.
When the question is asked, “Who was your
favorite teacher?” it is always easy for me to
answer. Thank you Mr. Curry.”
Darel tries to get back to Wyoming every
two or three years and still considers it home.
He was born in Douglas, Wyo. and grew up in
Casper. When he first retired, he and his wife
moved back to Casper for a time. He says his
wife now loves Casper as much as he does.
When their kids started having grandkids in the
Phoenix area they moved back to Arizona to see
more of them.

Do you have a special memory
of a CC teacher who changed
your life? Let us know!
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People & Places
Liesl I. Peterson (’05) received one of
10 Arch Coal Teacher Achievement Awards
on May 1. Liesl teaches mathematics at
Wheatland High School. She is Teacher of
the Year for Platte County School District #1
and received the 2013 National Foundation
for Improvement of Education Award. She
holds an associate degree in mathematics
from Casper College, a bachelor’s degree
in mathematics and a bachelor’s degree in
secondary education from the University
of Wyoming, and a master’s degree in
mathematics from the University of Northern
Colorado in Greeley.
2.
Jessie Atkinson (’06) and Dusty
Schell (’06), who met in the Casper
College class “Packing and Outfitting” in
2005, are engaged. Jessie recently opened a
new agriculture program at Kelly Walsh High
School in Casper and teaches agriculture and
is the FFA advisor. Dusty currently guides for
Rough Country Outfitters and is the foreman
for Schell Construction. Jessie writes that
both CC grads would like to thank the Casper
College staff for the time and effort they put
into shaping their lives in such positive ways.
Charlene Shrock (’06) and her husband,
Wayne, have retired to Nome, N.D. She writes
that they love the area.
Diadama Paden (’07) and Gilley Brown
were married August 25, 2012, at Adams Park
in Casper with Vicki Williams officiating. The
bride is a certified nursing assistant at Mercy
Medical Center in Williston, N.D. Brown works
in excavation and as a truck driver. After a
honeymoon to Cozumel, Mexico, they are at
home in Bainville, Mont.
Fawn Tafoya (’07) received the Women’s
Health Award at the Wyoming Chapter of
the March of Dimes Eighth Annual Nurse of
the Year Awards Celebration. Fawn works at
Cheyenne Regional Medical Center.
Tessa Leah Skari and Jason Alan
Matzen (’08) were married Sept. 22, 2012,
at the Snowy Range Lodge just outside
of Centennial, Wyo. The bride earned a
bachelor’s of social work from the University
of Wyoming in 2010. She is employed by
the state of Wyoming in Natrona County as
a caseworker. The groom attended Casper
College and is employed as the manager
at Car Tunes. After a honeymoon to the
Dominican Republic, they are at home in
Casper.
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Jenny Kalinowski (’09) and Thomas
Russell were married June 29, 2013, at St.
Anthony’s Catholic Church. The bride graduated
from Casper College in 2009 with an associate
in computer science. She is employed by
Coldwell Banker The Legacy Group as a sales
associate/personal assistant. The groom
graduated from the University of Wyoming
in 2011 in communications and secondary
education and earned a master’s of secondary
education from Grand Canyon University in
2013. He is employed by the Natrona County
School District.

2010s

Lisa Fujita (’10) and Andrea Black (’97)
each have new responsibilities at the Nicolaysen
Art Museum in Casper. Andrea was named the
Nic’s new development director and Lisa was
promoted to museum registrar.
3.
Con Trumbull (’10) has co-authored
the book, Casper with Kern Nicolaysen.
The book is the latest in a series published by
Arcadia Publishing called Images of America.
Books in the Images of America series chronicle
the history of small towns across the country
with historic photographs. Many of the photos
from the book came from the Casper College
Western History Center collection.
Sarah Bieber (’11) and current Casper
College nursing student received the Student
Nurse of the Year Award at the Wyoming
Chapter of the March of Dimes Eighth Annual
Nurse of the Year Awards Celebration.
Ann Yeadon McCoy (’11) moved to
Nevada in April 2012 after earning her degree
from CC in 2011. She’s been staying home
with her three children and her husband
works as an underground miner for Newmont
Mining Corporation, one of the world’s largest
gold producers. Their oldest daughter started
kindergarten this past fall and did well. Ann is
happy staying home with her children, watching
them grow and change. She plans to join the
workforce as soon as they are older.
Matt Ouano (’11) returned to CC this
spring as a student ambassador for the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. Student ambassadors
do outreach in colleges and Matt decided to
give back to the school that got him started
in his career with U.S.F.W.S. He shared his
internship experiences from Alaska and Maine
in an effort to help current Casper College
students land internships and federal jobs.

4.

Jesse Parker (’11) graduated from
Casper College with an associate
degree in engineering and transferred to the
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology
in August of 2011. Currently studying civil
engineering, he anticipates graduating in May
2014. He is also a student chapter member of
the American Society of Civil Engineers. He and
other chapter members recently competed in
Logan, Utah in the 2013 ASCE Rocky Mountain
Regional Conference in early April. The chapter
has two main competitions – steel bridge and
concrete canoe – along with several smaller
competitions, which included technical paper,
nontechnical paper, pre-design, can-struction,
and mystery design. Jesse led the pre-design
team, which included five other members and
their advising professor. He is also involved in
the steel bridge competition and attended the
national competition in Seattle, Wash. at the
end of May. Jesse also writes that his girlfriend,
Sarah Goff (’12), finished her associate
degree in psychology in December 2012 at
Casper College. She is currently attending the
University of Wyoming/Casper College Center
and anticipates the completion of her bachelor’s
degree from there in December 2015.
Lynn Munns received the 2012
Governor’s Arts Awards in February for his
accomplishments as a visual artist and
educator. Lynn began teaching at Casper
College in 1971, serving as the chairman of the
visual arts department, then as chairman of the
fine arts division until his retirement in 2006. He
also directed the Goodstein Visual Arts Gallery.
Lynn has served as a board member for state
and national arts organizations, including the
Wyoming Arts Council.
Janet Ahlquist, former CC music
instructor, is now an adjunct faculty member
at Immaculata University and performs across
the county with Trio Internationale. They will
perform at Carnegie Hall in Weill Recital Hall
in the fall of 2013. The trio recently recorded a
CD that will be released in the fall and they will
perform in Wyoming in spring 2014.
5.
Cosmin Harris’s (’13) Dorian, a
theatrical adaptation of A Picture of
Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde, was presented in
May and June, 2013 at the Thomas H. Empey
Studio Theatre with the proceeds benefiting
Casper College Theater and dance students.
Cosmin worked on the play for three years and
just received an A.A. in theatre performance.

PDATE
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Where are

you, Dena?

1.

3.

Jessie Atkinson pic

2.

In the last issue, we featured a call for
information regarding a hand-knitted sweater
with the T-Bird logo on the back and the name
Dena on the sleeve. A couple of people called
with potential leads regarding Dena’s identity.
We still don’t know who Dena is, but we
learned more about the origins of the sweater.
According to Gwen Stockham, a member of
the Casper College custodial staff, the sweater
was created by her mother, Verleen Stockham,
sometime in the late 50s or 60s. Tired of the
Arizona heat, Verleen was a knitting instructor
and moved to Casper in 1935 to be near her
cousins. She was an accomplished knitter who
sometimes used patterns, particularly those
by Mary Maxim, and often created her own.
She met and married Ralph Stockham and they
started their family. The Stockhams owned and
operated Casper Typewriter Exchange for around
50 years. Excellent dancers, Ralph and Verleen
loved dancing to the big bands that would come
through Casper.
Gwen said that during World War II her mother
worked at the PX (post exchange) of the airfield
established by the Army Air Forces Training
Command in Casper and taught knitting to
returning veterans as a means of therapy. Gwen
explained that the design on the back of the
sweater was created by Mary Coltrane, and then
her mother transformed it into a knitting pattern.
She recalls that her mother knit one other version
of the CC sweater, but she doesn’t know who
has it. She was surprised to learn about the Dena
sweater ending up in Oklahoma.

Do you know Dena or where the other
sweater is? Please contact:
Linda Nix, associate director, alumni relations
307/268-2218 or 800-442-2963 ext. 2218
or alumni@caspercollege.edu

4.

5.

Recently married? New job? New baby? Send information to:

Mail Linda Nix, Associate Director, Alumni Relations, Casper College, 125 College Drive, Casper, WY
82601; Phone – 307-268-2218 or 800-442-2963 ext. 2218; e-mail – alumni@caspercollege.edu.
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In Remembrance:
Leo Sanchez

Casper College’s First Heyoka

Casper College, as well as the community of
Casper, lost a great friend and supporter when
Leo Sanchez passed away on March 10, 2013
at the age of 77.
Born in Casper, Wyo. on September 21,
1935, Sanchez graduated from Natrona County
High School and then spent nearly two years
in the Marines in Korea. When he returned to
Casper, he enrolled at Casper College in 1957.
Basketball fans were in for a treat with
the start of the 1958-59 basketball season
when Sanchez donned the brand new Heyoka
costume. Created by physical science
instructor Norm Weis, at the request of George
Hall, dean of Casper College, the purpose of
the new mascot was to generate enthusiasm
and school pride at the games.
According to a story written by then College
Relations Director, Bill Landen, which appeared
in the winter 2004 Footprints, “Leo Sanchez
was a natural. He could sing and dance and –
let’s face it – he was a bit of a ham. He would
be a perfect Heyoka. Norm Weis, upon seeing
Sanchez dancing around in the lunchroom,
called the young man over. … Sanchez took
to the costume like a third grader to bubble
gum. Nearly 50 feathers adorned the wings,
(and) Sanchez remembers helping to sew them
in place. … When Sanchez raced into the
Administration Gym in 1958, the crowd erupted
with delight.”
In a letter/resume written to Landen in April
of 2002 Sanchez wrote: “There have been two
major influences in my life that shaped and
formed my adult years. The first was my tour of
duty in the United States Marine Corps. …
“I was not disciplined as a student and
my first semester was a disaster (at Casper
College). I was placed on academic probation
because of insufficient grades. Casper College
was to become the second great influence on
my life. My tenure here as a student taught
me the importance of personal involvement.
I believe that began when I became the first
Heyoka.
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“Casper College had a small student
population and some very dedicated teachers,”
he continued. “Several wonderful and talented
teachers took me under their wing, so to speak,
and befriended me by encouraging me to focus
on the task at hand.”
Following his graduation from Casper
College in 1959, he enrolled at the University
of Colorado, where he graduated in 1963 with
a bachelor’s degree in history. In 1968 he
received a master’s degree in American studies
from the University of Wyoming. His entire
teaching career was spent at Dean Morgan
Junior High School in Casper, where he taught
ninth grade social studies from 1964 to 2001.
Nominated in both 1986 and 2002 for
the Casper College Alumni Association’s
Distinguished Alumni honor, Sanchez was
selected in 1995 as one of 50 exemplary
alumni as part of the college’s 50th anniversary
celebration. In 2000, several of Sanchez’s
high school friends started a scholarship at
Casper College in his name to be awarded
to students who had attended Dean Morgan.
Sanchez himself established the Veteran
Memorial Scholarship in 2004 in the names
of two Casper service members killed in the
line of duty. “In 2009 the name changed
to the Wyoming Fallen Heroes Scholarship
Program, created to honor the memory of six
of the fallen service members from Wyoming
who lost their lives in Afghanistan or Iraq, and
whose families have established scholarships
at Casper College in their memory,” said Lisa
Goss, Casper College veteran and scholarship
coordinator.
Sanchez never slowed down, even in
retirement. At the time of his death, he had
applied for a job with the Wyoming Veteran’s
Memorial Museum and was planning to bring
in teens from Chicago’s inner city to Wyoming
for the summer.
“I believe that God must have had a plan
for me and that is why I must work to make
my community and my state a better place for
families to live. And I will continue until I die,”
Sanchez wrote. And so he did.

Friends We’ll Miss
Dannie Benjamin, Jr. (’67)
August 12, 2010

Joan Carr (CC benefactor)
January 9, 2013

Charles “Chas” Norris (’72)
March 4, 2013

Phyllis E. Kopsa (’67)
September 14, 2011

Mary Jackson (former CC employee)
January 15, 2013

Leo Richard Sanchez (’59)
March 10, 2013

Leslie F. Parrill (’73)
November 29, 2011

Barry B. Bemis (’65)
January 17, 2013

Charles “Chuck” Lee Rowland (’57)
March 25, 2013

John Lee Cardiff (’83)
March 30, 2012

Bobbie Jo Stringham (’02)
January 19, 2013

Marvin Leo Wilson (’47)
April 18, 2012

Kevin Joseph Shepperson (’97)
January 26, 2013

Tracy Thomas Pfau (’87)
(Former CC instructor)
March 20, 2013

Henry Clifford Schuh (’93)
May 14, 2012

Dorothy Lee Rhoades (’58)
January 29, 2013

Loren “Buz” Bemis (’57)
June 14, 2012

Pansy Esther Prugh
(former CC Theatre Advisory Board)
February 11, 2013

Erland Smith, Jr. (’82)
June 27, 2012
George William Transier (’63)
August 27, 2012
Sidney A. Humberson (’68)
October 11, 2012
Michael Deason (’79)
October 18, 2012
Edna Cecilia Pryich
(former CC faculty)
December 5, 2012
Betty L. Orso (’68)
December 5, 2012
Gale Orman Kelly (’55)
December 22, 2012
Grace Lorraine Pierce
(’91, Former CC staff)
December 26, 2012

Natalie Brown Miller (’99)
March 27, 2013
C.R. “Dick” Jackson (’49)
March 28, 2013
William Mack “Bill” Cline (’61)
April 2, 2013

William C. “Bill” Heatley (’65)
February 14, 2013

Billy Michael Reimer
(CC supporter) April 4, 2013

Jonnie Kline (CC employee)
February 15, 2013

Robert “Pug” Harper (’64)
April 5, 2013

Patricia Condis Sorenson (’77)
February 16, 2013

Tom Carlton (’73)
April 8, 2013

Theodore “Teddy”
Lowell Weekly II (student)
February 18, 2013

Deborah Anne (Stasiak)
Lauderdale (’73)
April 27, 2013

Elvin Lyle Booth (’46)
February 20, 2013

Ted Nichols (CC benefactor)
April 30, 2013

Kenneth (Luke) Kennedy (’71)
February 20, 2013

Earlene Susan Arnold (’73)
May 2, 2013

Charles DeRoy Smith, Sr. (’64)
February 22, 2013

Walter Andrew Schulenberg
(former CC employee)
May 5, 2013

Linda Lee Bircher-Van Buren (’66)
February 25, 2013

Ethel Dowler Smith Dunn (’50)
December 25, 2012

Kristy Lynn McManamen Sy (’06)
February 27, 2013

Lonnie Ira Jones, Jr. (’98,’05)
December 25, 2012

Michael W. Kelly (’93)
March 2, 2013

John Warren Johnson (’72)
May 20, 2013
Robert “Bob” Lee Hill (’47)
May 25, 2013
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Thank you to our 2012-13 Alumni Contributors

Thank you

Dale and Danna Anderson
Kathie J. Anderson
Bob and Karen Asadi
Carole D. Aspinwall
Charlotte Babcock
Kathleen Baker
Anna Marie Ball
Christopher Barquissau
Scott and
Stephanie Bennion
Norm and Irma Bideau
Ben and Lisa Boedeker
Bob and Myrlu Bolles
Denise and Bryce Bressler
Jeffrey and Connie Briggs
Toni Briner
Marlene Brodrick
Kevin and Leslie Bromley
C.P. and Betsy Brothers
Herschel and Patricia Buck
Cindy Burgess
Ola Burley
Derrel and June Carruth
Rachel Chadderdon
Kenneth and Paddy Chase
Ronald Cheshire
Dwayne and
Diane Christensen
Bradley Christensen,
Connie Christensen,
Laura Christensen
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Paul and Susan Christman
Cherie S. Clabaugh
Tonya Clemens
Connie Colman
Melissa Connely
Ruth Cranor
Brad and Jan Cundy
Michael and
Janice H. Martin Curry
Doug and Nancy Curtis
Bob and Janice Dalgarno
Stephen Dobby
Gary Donnelly
Marian Doody (deceased)
Melody Dugan
Amelia Dyrek
Lincoln Eisler
George and Sarah Eldridge
Lynn Fletcher
Kyla and Casey Foltz
Thomas and Susan Galles
Traci Gardner
Barbara Gast
Nancy Gerlock
Doug and Diane Ginsbach
Megan Graham
Norma Grant
Jennifer Graves
Delbert and Mary Gravning
Shari Greiner
Sallie Gwinn

Class of
2013 Raises
Funds for
Scholarship
The Casper College Class of 2013 raised
$1,700 to fund a class gift supporting two
scholarships, $850 each, for the 13-14 school
year. The gift was the result of donations in
exchange for bright red t-shirts that listed the
names, divided by schools, of all students
in the commencement program. 2012-2013
Casper College Student Senate President,
Nicolette Hanson, encouraged her classmates
to participate and noted that the effort
offered the chance to “give back and create
opportunity.”

Kathryn Hallock
Paul Hallock
Sandra Hanify
Stanley and
Patricia Hansen
Michael and Chris Harrison
Rich and Joan Hepner
JoAnn Heron
Karen Higgins
John and Janet Hilde
Lowell and
Luella Hinderliter
Katheryn Hockla
Tracey Hollister
Charles Hord
Jere Hudak
Jessica Hurless
Lauri Hurshman
Stan and Lisa Icenogle
Jon Jacquot
Raymond and
Janice Jacquot
Evertt L. Johnston
Laurie Johnstone
Perry Kaufman
Pamela Keller
Joy Kennedy
Jerry Kruse
William and Robyn Landen
Jeanine Larson
Samuel Loftin

Conrad Archibeque
Amanda Armstrong
Chaelynn Averett
Meagan Bailey
Sam Barney
Tracy Baures
Melissa Benson
Angie Birkle
Gabby Bower
Alysha Brazee
Kendra Brazelton
Kegan Buckner
Caleb Bunce
Shaylee Burgess
Crystal Cason
Socorro Chavez
Shannon Clay
Kyle Clayson
Riley Cole
Donna Cole
Cheryl Coursen
Timothy Coursen
Craig Dampman
Marie Dimick
Nancy Dimick

James Logue
David Long
Heidi Loucks
Frank and Beth Luers
Ellen Manning
Robert and Cathy
Mansbridge
Karel Mathisen
Robert and Barbara
McCormick
Darel McIntyre
Michael McLemore
Willis and Glenda
McMaster
Dick and LaRee Means
Betty Merritt
C.W. and Susan Miller
Cynthia Miller
Robert and Karen
Moenkhaus
Mary Moler
Michael Mondle
Thomas and Lena Morton
Michael and Laurel Mullins
Lindsey Neely
Melvin and Eilene Nelson
Rick Nelson
Stephen Nicholas
and Ellen Sargent
Linda Nichols
Linda Nix and Neil Short

LaCosta Dyer
James Fobar
Victoria Forbord
Bill Foreman
Amanda Fox-Shea
Katie Gilmore
Sarah Goff
Tara Goltermann
Stephanie Graham
Dana Grapes
Andrea Hahn
Katie Haines
Jessica Hallock
Monica Harrington
Jon Hart
Megan Hart
Dave Hewlett
Courtney Hickman
Kassi Howe
Barb Juarez
Amy Kamen
Marion Keith
Cian Knifer
Therisa Kobobel
James Kurtenback

Randy and Kathy
Nottingham
Diana J. Ohman
Kay O’Leary
Michael and Amber Olson
John and Charlotte
Osborne
Edna Ossa
Leslie Parrill
Lawrence H. Pawlowski
David Pearson
James Pierce
Leila Porath
James and Terry Porter
Roger and Sharon Porter
Diana Quealy-Berge
Gerald and Wilma Radden
Elliott Ramage
Hanson and
Catherine Rikard
Charles and Nancy
Robertson
Maxine Rost
Roddy Rost
Ruth Mary and P.W. Ruhl
Ron and Kim Salveson
Margaret Santarelli
Michael and Sally Sarvey
Margaret Schilling
T.J. and Lea Schoenewald
Barbara Shannon-Banister

Cameron Leaf
Tyler Lower
Brenda Lubbers
Valorie Lyman
Stephanie Lyman
Irene Maestas
Dean Mahaffay
Justin Marquez
Lora Martinez
Ryan May
Trixie May
Amanda McFee
Jackie McKay
Kathleen McMillan
Ron McMillan
Verlin Messer
Vanessa
Miramontes
Erick Mitchell
Cody Murray
Kristin Nash
Chrysten Ngouya
Lop Nguyen
Emma Nygren

NoBe, Inc.
Screen Printing
& Embroidery
Charlotte Overton
Ed Overton
Chris Patterson
Regina Patterson
Elizabeth Pieper
Kaylin Potter
Jessica Potts
David Pulsipher
Chris Rader
David Ransom
Kayla Ransom
Nichole Reiter
Charice Remkes
Karen Richards
Jim Rieniets
Tyler Roland
Amber Rowen
Neal Ruebush
Robert Saunders
Bonnie Sayler
Kristina Schneider
Lea Schoenewald

Thank you

Thank you

Robert and Jane Sims
Deborah Simon
Jerry L. Spears
Wallace and Kay Rene
Stadtfeld
Danae Stampfli
Ebba Stedillie
Michael Stepp
Nancy Stewart
William Strand
Galen W. Stumpf
Debra Swedberg
Nedalyn Testolin
William and Darla Teter
Carol Tokarchik
Katheryn Tripeny
John and Karen
Trohkimoinen
Ramona Ward
Vickie Weber
Morris Welchlin
Georgia Wheatley
Gretchen Wheeler
Max and Doris Williams
Becky Wise
Becky Wolff
Michael and Minette Wolz
Ronald and Susan Wyatt
George and Jolyn Wynn

Gwenyth Schwartz
Sandra Shafer
Michelle Sherwin
Larissa Skinner
Brandy Smouse
Cherri Speidel
Charles Stanford
Sammi Strom
Michael Stypa
Breanna Svenson
Karl Svenson
Michelle Sydow
Stephen Thomson
Valerie Trout
Mariah Ungerer
James Vivian
Tim Walters
Amanda West
Matthew Widiker
Stacey Williams
Becky Wise
Sophea Yann
Esmeralda Zubia
Rocio Zubia-Molina

*Donors after Footprints’ publication date are acknowledged on the Casper College Alumni website: caspercollege.edu/alumni

I Remember

T

his issue of Footprints features
the stories and memories of
two men who served in the
Armed Forces during World
War II; who attended Casper
(Junior) College after it opened in 1945 on
the third floor, west wing, of Natrona County
High School; who still live good, active lives in
Casper. How great is that?
World War II, referred to as “The Big One”
by Archie Bunker has memories for me, too,
although I was only in about the fifth grade when
it started and a sophomore at NCHS when it
ended.
I remember how very patriotic everyone
became in supporting the war effort, urged
on by the Uncle Sam posters that appeared
everywhere with a giant Uncle Sam who pointed
at us with the slogan, “Uncle Sam Wants You.”
There was, of course, grumbling about
rationing because everything seemed to be
rationed – rubber, gasoline, shoes, women’s
silk hose, meat, sugar, and more.
Everyone began to buy war bonds. In my
grade school, as in every school probably, one
day a week was designated as Savings Stamp
Day. We were all issued stamp books to paste
our stamps in. When the book was filled with
about $18 worth of stamps, it could be turned
in at a bank for a $25 war savings bond, which
matured after 10 years. The classroom which
sold the most stamps for the week got to hang
an appropriate banner in their room that week. It
was a great honor.
Every week my folks gave me $2.50 to buy
10 stamps for my book. One day, I came home,
dropped the stamps on a desk in our living
room instead of promptly pasting them in my

by

Charlotte Babcock (’49)

stamp book. When I got around to doing that,
they were gone. It took a little while to figure out
what happened. We had a black cocker spaniel
aptly named Victory who was a holy terror. He
chewed up just about anything; he dug up just
about everything; he escaped from our fenced
yard regularly – and he ate up my stamps,
leaving only little bits of them on the carpeting.
My mother was furious at me and at the dog,
but my dad – being the easy going man he was
– said that maybe we could get Vic to cough
them up. Mother was not amused – and Vic got
off scot-free because he was cute. Cute can get
away with a lot.
I remember that because sugar was rationed,
a recipe called prune cake became very popular
since it apparently took very little, if any, sugar.
My mother made it frequently. Finally my dad
told her that if he never had to look at another
piece of prune cake on his plate, he could die a
happy man. That cake kind of disappeared after
the war was over.
I remember the hundreds of young
servicemen who came to Casper after the
Casper Army Air Base was established. To
someone my age, they were very glamorous and
brave. The local churches urged parishioners to
invite them to our homes for dinner and there
were many Sundays when one or two of them
ate Sunday dinner at our house. I loved that.
I remember the gold stars that hung in
windows of some homes in memory of a loved
one who had been killed in action.
And, I remember the newspaper photograph
that gained worldwide notoriety on V-J Day
when a sailor jubilantly kissed the nurse among
the crowd in Times Square. I secretly longed to
be that nurse at that magical moment in time.

He Remembers
By Charlotte Babcock

The old vet sat and rocked in his chair
At the old vet’s home
Which was full of his own
But not so many this year as before,
On the anniversary of the Armistice –
November 11 – the war that was to end them
all.
The reporter arrived – young and untried –
Assigned to the task of unlocking
his past.
“Sir,” he said, “tell our readers what
you recall
From those days of that war.”
The old vet puffed on the stub of his dead
cigar.
“Tweren’t no fun…buried there
In them mud ditches…
Steel balls exploding
Over my head.
He puffed and rocked, nodding at those
yesterdays.
“Do you enjoy your days now in this fine
home?”
Asked the young reporter with a
condescending grin.
The silence stretched while
The old vet puffed and rocked
And nodded his head…
Pulled the dead stub from his toothless
mouth
And said,
“Tweren’t no fun…
It’s gone out.”

W

Leon M. Bennett

Charlotte and her late husband,
Robert Babcock.

hile working on this piece, I could not
help thinking about my dad who served
in World War I and repaired planes of that era. He
sometimes told of the day the Armistice was signed
in 1918. He was transporting an airplane (of the
day) down Broadway in New York and people ran
into the street to break pieces off the
wings of the plane for souvenirs.
I thought of my husband who served
five years in the United States Coast
Guard on the destroyer escort, the USS
Menges, which was torpedoed by a
German U-Boat off the coast of Algiers
while it guarded a convoy. Thirty-one
crew members died and many more
were injured. Heroes all.

125 College Drive • Casper, Wyoming 82601

Change Service Requested

vision • campus • community
A campaign to support student learning through enhanced facilities at Casper College
The Casper College Foundation
thanks all who have donated to
the Vision-Campus-Community,
a campaign to support student
learning through enhanced
facilities at Casper College. We
are getting close to our goal of
$10 million. You can still help
by using the envelope inside
this magazine.

The Richard E. and Linda S. Wheeler
Recital Hall, Opening F all 2013!

Look for us
on Facebook

2013

To discuss ways you may wish to support Casper College, please contact:

FOUNDATION

Jalan
Crossland

John Kirlin and the
High Plains Drifters

Paulann Doane, Executive Director Casper College Foundation
307-268-2684 • pdoane@caspercollege.edu • caspercollege.edu/foundation

The Nicolaysen and The Casper College
Foundation and Alumni Association present
the End of Summer Wednesday Night Live
Finale on August 28 beginning at 5:50 p.m.
Two amazing Wyoming acts, John Kirlin and
the High Plains Drifters and Jalan Crossland, will
provide one last night of great entertainment.
In addition, there will be a rafﬂe for a week trip
to Costa Rica and for a bottle of the premier
edition of Wyoming Whiskey. The event is free

and open to all, courtesy of The Nicolaysen
and the Casper College Foundation and
Alumni Association!

FOUNDATION

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

