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Footprints
Dear fellow alums
and friends of Casper College,
“There are so many cool things going on at this college,” was often
heard at the annual fall meeting of the Casper College Alumni Association
board of directors. I couldn’t agree more. And I’m so proud to be
sharing some of those amazing “things” with you. As the new president
of the alumni board, it is one of my duties to keep our members up-todate about the happenings at our beloved college. And oh, are
there happenings.
The recently chartered Casper College chapter of the National Society
of Leadership and Success, formed in June of 2016, by Linda Toohey,
associate vice-president for student services, and Nick Whipps, special
populations coordinator, had hoped for 50 members the first year,
but actually had 130. The sponsors wanted to offer an opportunity for
Casper College students to gain more leadership skills and networking
opportunities. A GPA between 2.8 and 3.49 is required to be considered
for membership, in the NSLS.
Prior to induction, students must attend an orientation, a leadership
training day, three live streamed speaker broadcasts, and three social
networking team meetings. These social networking teams consist of five
to 10 members and meet at least three times a semester to review the
progress of each individual’s goals and to share information on available
resources. The NSLS is the nation’s largest leadership honor society.
The Casper College group was thrilled to have one of their members,
Thomas Myler, win a national award in their first year of existence.
He received a “Society State of Mind” award, which included a check for
$1,000 and a certificate of accomplishment. According to Toohey, “This
award is intended to reward exceptional leaders who embody and live by
the society mission of building leaders who make a better world, and who
have not only led by example but have repeatedly proven their dedication
to giving back to their communities.” Mylar received the award for his
community service with The Campus Kitchen Project at Casper College.
Project members collect food that isn’t served on the cafeteria line,
repackage it, and distribute it to local organizations that fight hunger.
And the “happenings” keep coming! Wait until you read about the
incredible eclipse activities that took place on campus this past August.
They included sending a helium balloon into the stratosphere! Also,
there is the story of the Hieb, Fox, and Bisiar brothers, all firefighters.
A new feature, “Tell Us Your Business” shares stories from alumni who
have started their own businesses. And our “Looking Back” column is
written by alumna Eleanor Azar, the CEO of Business Development Group
Holding in Beirut, Lebanon. She has spent the last 38 years working
primarily in the communications and telecom industry throughout the
Middle East and Africa.
Footprints give all Casper College alumni a chance to celebrate.
Yea, us!
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Alumni & Campus News

The alumni board members gathered with the staff of the Casper College Foundation and Alumni Association for a group photo at the fall meeting in
October 2017. Front row (l to r) Linda Nix (staff ), Luella Hinderliter (’66), Ryan Hieb (’08, ’09), Kyla Foltz (’02), Mike Stepp (’80), and Danica Sveda
(staff, ’09). Second row (l to r) Rich Hepner (’92), Joni Hedstrom (’94), Hannah Wille (’13), Jan Cundy (’80), Paulann Doane (staff ), Ron Baugh (’68),
Nancy Curtis (’67), Deb Werner Simon (’75), and Lea Schoenewald (’72). Back row (I to r) Derrel Carruth (’65), David Long (’72), and
Dale Anderson (’93). Not pictured: Virginia Bodyfelt (’01), Kevin Bromley (’77), Nancy Gerlock (’95, ’97), Shawn Houck (’95), and Chad Pollock (’12).

CC Judger Named All-American

Casper College sophomore agriculture
communications major Laurel Rigby (AS,
’17) was named as a 2016-2017 National
Junior College Athletic Association Academic
All-American.
Rigby was one of only 15 students from
across the United States to be chosen from over
200 competing students representing more than
20 colleges.

To be eligible to compete for the award,
which is recognized by the National Junior
College Livestock Judging Coaches
Association, a student must maintain a 3.5 or
higher grade point average and have competed
in three of four national contests. Rigby
competed in all four: the American Royal in
Kansas City, Missouri; the North American
International Livestock Exposition in Louisville,

Kentucky; the National Western Stock Show in
Denver; and the Houston Livestock Show and
Rodeo in Houston.
Past Casper College livestock judgers who
were named academic All-Americans include
Katie Dodge (AS, ’14), B.W. Ochsner (AS,
’14), and Laddy Trehal (AS, ’14), 20132014, and Luke Fuerniss (AS, ’15,’16),
2014-2015.

College Offers New Degree in
Hospitality and Tourism Management
The Casper College School of Business and
Industry is offering a new Associate of Applied
Science degree in hospitality and tourism
management.

Taught by Ginny Garner, Casper College
marketing and hospitality management
instructor, the degree features classes covering
tourism management, hotel operations, sales

and event planning, and food and beverage
management and control.

Graphic Design Major
Submits Winning Logo
Casper College graphic design student Adrienne Kline’s design was chosen
as the official logo for The Mary Bennion Foundation.
Kline’s design consisted of two trees, one green and one blue, that combined to
form one with the slogan “Two lives intertwined by a miracle.”
For her efforts, Kline won a cash prize of $200.

Dr. Scott Bennion,
Casper College
trustee and
graphic design
student
Adrienne Kline.

Staffing Changes at the Casper College
Foundation and Alumni Association
A restructuring of the Casper College
Foundation and Alumni Association’s staff
resulted in three new positions with reassigned
job responsibilities. These changes reflect a
substantial integration of the foundation and
alumni functions at Casper College in an effort
to better serve alumni, students, donors, college
staff, and the community.
Ann Dalton, associate director of
development, joined the foundation staff in May

2017. Dalton was previously in Casper College’s
continuing education office where she spent 14
years as a workforce development specialist.
Danica Sveda (AA, ’09) was hired as the
associate director of donor and alumni relations
in August 2017. Sveda previously worked in the
Goodstein Foundation Library for eight years
prior to taking a position as the business liaison
for Climb Wyoming. These women bring a solid
understanding of and commitment to Casper

Respiratory Therapy
Program Receives
Distinguished
Success Award for
Second Year in a Row

College and its students.
In November, Linda Nix, the former
associate director for alumni relations,
transitioned to a half-time position as the
publications coordinator for the Casper College
Foundation and Alumni Association. Nix held her
previous position for 11 years. She continues
to oversee the semi-annual publication of
Footprints magazine and will work on other
communication efforts for the organization.
Doug Neubert,
respiratory therapy
program director,
teaches a class.

The Casper College Respiratory Therapy program, for the second year in
a row, has been chosen by the Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory
Care to receive the Distinguished RRT (registered respiratory therapist)
Credentialing Success Award at the American Association for Respiratory
Care’s Summer Forum in late June.
According to CoARC President Brad Leidich, the Casper College program is
among a select group of programs to receive the recognition.

Casper College Holds First
Cyber Science Camp
The Casper College Continuing Education
Department held a cyber science camp
adventure for students June 25 through July 1.

The 2017 Cyber Science Camp was for
students who would enter the eighth or ninth
grade in the fall of 2017. The residential camp
was held at Casper College, and students

participated in three classes during the week:
“App Attack,” “Make Your First Video Game,”
and Minecraft® Modders.”
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College Announces New Online Degree
A program once only available on campus
is now being offered online at Casper College.
Both the A.A.S. degree and the certificate in

Office Management is now available online.
This new option allows both traditional and
nontraditional students to learn valuable skills

essential for any organization and is a perfect
way for someone to enhance their current job or
to move along a new career path.

Casper College and Goldwind Works
Partner in Wind Technician Training
Casper College and Chicago-based Goldwind
Americas partnered to host the first two-week
wind technician training course sponsored by
Goldwind Works. The Goldwind Works wind
technician training program began on October
16 and was held on the Casper College campus.

“The partnership with Goldwind is a great
example of how Casper College works to meet
the training needs of growing industries. We’re
very excited to be partnered with Goldwind for
the important work they’ll be doing in Wyoming.
This partnership between Casper College and

Goldwind will grow over time to keep pace with
the changing requirements for people working
in the wind energy industry,” said Casper
College President Darren Divine.

A Wallet in the Wall
This past summer Casper College Carpenter Bill
Hout was helping with the remodeling of the Werner
Technical Center when he found a wallet in the wall
of the women’s bathroom. According to Hout, there
was a small door underneath the sink for a shut-off
valve. “I think that a thief opened the little door and
after removing the money, dropped the wallet into the
space in the wall. When we opened up the wall, we

found the wallet on the floor inside the wall,” he said.
The I.D. was still in the wallet, which belonged to
Janet Bays (’69). Susan Anderson, a friend of Bays
and frequent contributor to Footprints, talked to Bays
who recalled losing the wallet and never being able to
find it. Everyone involved in this story of the “Wallet
in the Wall” agreed that it happened back in the late
1960s, which fits with Bays’ time at Casper College.

Bill Hout
holding the
discovered
wallet.

Wallet’s
hiding
place.

QA

: What brought you to Casper College?

: When I was preparing to graduate from Natrona County

High School I had the possibility of continuing my
education or joining the military. I knew I wanted to
go into law enforcement. My counselor at NCHS was looking at
my options here or in the military. Shortly before graduation, my
father passed away. His Social Security benefits and a Richardson
Scholarship paid for me to go to school here and study law
enforcement. The Marines couldn’t guarantee that I would be able to
go into the military police, so I chose Casper College.
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Q
A

Five
Questions
Chancey Rogers (AS, ’75)

: Were there any teachers that stood out

for you or other memories from your
time as a student at Casper College?

: The instructor who stands out in my mind is Skip

Gillum. Skip had been with the Casper Police force
before coming up here to teach. Not only was he my
instructor, but he was also my advisor. One of the fun things
that I remember doing on campus was the pumpkin carving
contest. One year I took second place. As a law enforcement
student, I was also a work study for the security department and
helped to direct traffic at basketball games and other events.

Q
A

02

: What were you doing before you came to

work at Casper College?
: After Casper College, I went to Chadron State College

03

where I earned my B.A. in criminal justice with a minor
in sociology. When I came back to Casper, I worked for
a time at the Natrona County Sheriff’s Office, and then at Wolco
Department Store. In 1978 then chief of security at Casper College,
Paul Danigan, saw me at Wolco and told me about an opening in the
department. I applied and got the job. Mr. Danigan knew me from my
days as a student. He was a real mentor to me and was willing to hire
an inexperienced young person. He taught me things that to this day I
apply and try to pass on to other people.

Q

: What do you attribute your longevity

A

in the job to, and what makes you stay?
: I like to be able to help people, and I didn’t

04

want to be in a job just for the money. Casper
College has met that need I have of wanting
to contribute and help people. I have always tried to
treat everyone the same, to treat them with respect, to
be fair and consistent, and to be friendly to everyone.

Q
05

: How have

students
changed
since you started?

C

asper College
Campus
Security Officer
Chancey Rogers has
been on the job since
August 24, 1978.

A

: They have more cars, many of us rode bicycles or walked to school,

and obviously, they have cell phones. The students today are not involved
in school activities and clubs like they used to be, and they don’t attend
basketball games like they used to when there was a big section full of students and the
pep band played.
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On the

CENTE
Casper College
Hosts Eclipse Events
compiled by Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)

W

yoming
hasn’t seen
a solar
eclipse since
1979, and even then, it was
from the sidelines. In fact,
Wyoming hasn’t been in the
direct path of a solar eclipse
since 1878. That all changed
on August 21, 2017 ...
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ERLINE

when Wyoming got front-row seats to a solar
eclipse phenomenon that crossed the state from
west to east. Casper happened to be one of the
lucky ones on the centerline, which provided the
best view. Solar eclipses are relatively regular
occurring approximately every 18 months on
average, but being on the “centerline” is an
opportunity that on average only occurs about
once every 400 years.

Photo taken by Les and
Mary Anderson

Casper’s totality began at 11:42 a.m. MDT
and ran for a total of 2 minutes and 26 seconds.
With the high elevation and typically sunny
skies in August, Casper was an ideal place
for many groups to watch the eclipse
from, and Casper College proved to be an
excellent location.
Over 120 college employees were directly
involved in the event on Monday, and the rest

kept the college running smoothly. Everyone
played a role in welcoming people from around
the world to enjoy the experience of being on
the Casper College campus, and said Casper
College Public Relations Director Chris
Lorenzen, “We certainly lived up to our
welcoming image.”

Because of its location,
the college hosted, or
its faculty and students
were involved in, several
events:

• Casper College partnered with The Science
Zone to bring in Ira Flatow, National
Public Radio science correspondent, and
“Science Friday” host. Flatow spoke to a
sold-out crowd in the Wheeler Auditorium
in the college’s Music Building the Friday
before the eclipse.
• The Astronomical League held their annual
Astrocon Conference in Casper just before
the eclipse. Attendees of Astrocon were
able to view the eclipse from a designated
area on campus that provided them with
uninterrupted views of the solar eclipse
and an area for those with specialized
viewing equipment. Mark Hladik,
Casper College Math Learning Center
specialist, helped coordinate activities with
the Astronomical League for their activities
at Casper College in conjunction with
Astrocon 2017.
• The Wyoming Space Cowboys, part of a
coast-to-coast effort in collaboration with
the NASA Space Grant Consortia, launched
a high-altitude balloon from campus that
recorded atmospheric data and video as
it rose to over 100,000 feet. The Casper
College engineering and robotics students,
under the leadership of Megan Graham,
Casper College electronics technology
and robotics technology instructor, led the
launch of the weather balloon. She and the
CC students were joined by University
of Wyoming instructors and high
school students.
• The Citizen CATE – Continental-America
Telescopic Eclipse – Experiment organized
hundreds of trained volunteers across the
country, including Wyoming, to capture
images during the eclipse. With a total
of 68 teams across the nation, Wyoming
was host to 10 teams, comprised mainly

of high school and college students. The
goal, according to the CATE website,
was to create a “dataset consisting of an
unprecedented 90 minutes of continuous,
high-resolution, and rapid-cadence images
detailing the Sun’s inner corona – a
region of the solar atmosphere typically
very challenging to image.” The team at
Casper was taught by two college students
originally from Casper, Zach Whipps, a
student at Cornell, and Casper College
Robotics program graduate Shae Aagard
(AAS, ’14, CERT, ’14).
• Alexander Marshak arrived on Saturday,
August 19 to begin setting up equipment
on the Gertrude Krampert Center for
Theatre and Dance roof. He is part of the
NASA DSCOVR:EPIC satellite program
based at the Goddard Space Flight
Center. Dr. Andrew Young and Jared
Bowden, Casper College physics
instructors, were on hand to help. In fact,
they spent three days on the roof with
temperatures reaching above 100 degrees.
Dr. Jay R. Herman, from the Goddard
Space Flight Center, performed an
experiment on the roof of the Krampert to
combine the measurements of the August
2017 eclipse from space with appropriate
measurements from the ground.
• Young and Bowden also received grants
from the Wyoming NASA Space Grant
Consortium and the Gawthrop Endowment
for Engineering to distribute eclipse kits
to elementary and middle-school classes
throughout Wyoming. The kits included
a 3-inch reflector telescope, eclipse
sunglasses, lecture material for instructors,
STEM challenge kits, an electronics kit,
and a physics lab manual. Bowden served
as the point of contact at Casper College
and acted as liaison for the physics
department to help ensure the successful
outcome of the NASA mission. The two
instructors also partnered with The Science
Zone in Casper and built several exhibits
about the eclipse.
• The next total solar eclipse in Casper will
be on July 31, 2744!

The Astronomical
League
Attendees of the Astronomical League, Inc. gathered
in Casper for the solar eclipse. The Astronomical
League, Inc. donated a portion of their proceeds to the
Casper College Foundation in appreciation for college
staff support during their two-year planning process and
use of the college grounds for eclipse viewing.
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From Casper College
to the Essence of
the Universe

An Update on Marlan Scully
by Danica Sveda (AA, ’09)

A

t age 78, Dr.
Marlan Scully
can’t stop
thinking about the
future. As Casper College’s

first distinguished alumni in 1986,
the college honored Scully for his
pioneering discoveries that have helped
to unlock the mysteries of the universe,
earning him distinction in his field. He
currently works as a full-time tenured
Distinguished Professor of Science at
Texas A&M and is a visiting professor
at Princeton University and Baylor
University. He also worked for the Max
Planck Institute. His contributions
to advance the science of quantum
physics have earned him numerous
accolades. When asked what keeps him
so active in his field when most people
would have considered slowing down,
he answered simply that his work is
fun. He enjoys watching the field grow
and sharing in that success.
Scully developed the Scully-Lamb
theory with his research partner Dr.
Willis Lamb that is used in many
applications today including the
quantum eraser experiment. This
experiment has opened the door to
developing new technology that can
increase the resolution of advanced
microscopes. The technology will
enable scientists to observe single
molecules under a microscope due to
recent advances in the quantum eraser
experiments.
Scully believes in finding
applications that apply to everyday
problems as well as explaining the
mysteries of the cosmos. The two
items he is currently researching are

black holes and black mold. In previous
research, he discovered how to detect
airborne anthrax endospores when the
nation was under threat from mailed
packages possibly containing anthrax.
Now, through the use of laser detection
technology, his black mold research
seeks to simplify the identification of
black mold in structures. The current
process involves sending samples to
a lab, requiring a great deal of work to
make a positive identification.
His advice to current Casper College
students is that they find something
that interests them and fall in love
with it. Scully epitomizes this advice
because his whole career has been
based on his love of asking questions
and finding the answers to those
questions. As an adjunct professor, he
teaches a new generation of physics
students. With their strong work ethic
and creative solutions to problems, his
students make him optimistic about the
future of physics. One of his graduate
students made him particularly proud
when he obtained a Ph.D. in six years
and received full professorship at
Harvard in four years. “By their fruits ye
shall know them, and our students are
our fruits,” Scully said.
Every summer, Scully returns to
Casper and Casper College for the
Texas A&M – Casper College Summer
School on Quantum Science and
Engineering that he sponsors. The
conference brings world-renowned
scientists and graduate students
from all over the world to Casper for
a symposium focused on finding
solutions to complex
physics problems.
A young man started at Casper
College in 1959 with the idea that

a profession in
engineering would
be a good fit until a
calculus class taught
by Casper College
instructor Norman
Ball switched a light
on. After graduating
from Yale University
with his Ph.D.
and working with some of the most brilliant
minds in that field, he was able to begin his
groundbreaking career as an assistant professor
at MIT. The rest, they say, is history, and his
contributions to the field of laser physics will
not be forgotten due to his pioneering research
and theories. Scully continues to contribute
greatly to his field making new discoveries and
enjoying his work along the way.

This is the first in a series of
articles on Casper College’s
Distinguished Alumni. We hope
to give readers an updated
glimpse into the lives of these
remarkable individuals who have
gone forth from Casper College
and made us proud.

Marlan Scully Accolades
and Accomplishments
• Election to National Academy of Sciences
• American Academy of Arts and Sciences
• Academia Europaea
• Max Planck Society
Awards include:
• American Physical Society Schawlow Prize
• Optical Society of America Townes Award
• IEEE Photonics Society Quantum
Electronics Award
• Franklin Institute’s Elliott Cresson Medal
• Optical Society of America Adolph
Lomb Medal
• Humboldt Senior Faculty Prize
• Sloan Research Fellowship
• Guggenheim Fellowship
• Harvard Loeb Lecturer
• Universität Ulm, Honorary Doctorate
• Optical Society of America/Deutsche
• Physikalische Gesellschaft
• Herbert Walther Award
Books:
“Quantum Optics”
“Laser Physics”
Published over 700 articles
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Belt buckles won by
Donene Taylor at the
Women’s Pro Rodeo
Association World
Finals in Waco, Texas.
Photo courtesy of
Phillip Harnden of the
Douglas Budget and
Glenrock Independent.
Used with permission.

Buckling Down

I

t only took her 38
years to do it, but
for 52-year-old
Donene Taylor, it’s
all part of the ride. In
her mind, she’s happy
to see all that hard work
finally pay off. A week ago, she

was just one of a dozen women who were really
good at tie-down calf roping.
Today, she’s the best in the world.

She’s dreamed about this victory for a
long time.
“I’ve been riding since I was 2 years old,”
she said. “I can’t remember a day in my life
when I’ve ever wanted anything else.”
She’s always been a natural at roping. Always
a standout, she was good and did well but
never felt like she was among the best, despite
a handful of junior national titles as well as a
successful rodeo career in both high school
and at Casper College (’84) and Chadron
State, where she earned a degree in
physical education.
After years of dabbling as an amateur, she
finally went pro in the early 90s. Since then,
she’s let her passion lead her, and as hard as

she tried, she was still only finishing in the
middle of the pack.
What was she doing wrong? She knew she
had the talent to be good, but something was
holding her back.
The breaking point for Donene came one day
after a rodeo in which she’d finished fourth. “I
realized I needed some help, and so I called up
the best,” she said, explaining how she reached
out to a world-class champion roper, Lari Dee
Guy, who signed up Donene for her roping
clinic in Abilene, Texas.
“I told Lari I wanted to win world, and she
said ‘come on down,’” Donene said. In no time
Donene was steadily inching her way up to the
head of the pack.

Donene Taylor and her horse Chester
compete at the Women’s Pro Rodeo
Association World Finals in Waco, Texas,
in 2016. Copyright Cowboy Images by
Peggy Gander.

by Jen Kocher

Still, first place remained out of her reach.
It was time to do some renegotiating. To do
this right, Donene realized, she also needed to
make a no-fail contract with herself that would
prevent her from giving herself any excuse to
quit. Three years seemed like a fair time frame;
then she’d revisit the terms.
That deal saved her. Personal circumstances
during that time frame would have been excuse
enough to quit. First, her brother killed himself
and less than a year later her mother died.
It wasn’t easy.
The rodeo circuit is pretty tough. Spreading
over the year from August to September with
rodeos in nearly every western state, Donene

estimated that in three years she put 130,000
miles on her brand-new truck.
And despite the fact that under Lari Dee’s
tutelage Donene’s physical skills were steadily
improving, her mental game was still off. She
was focusing on stuff that was out of her control,
she realized. True to Donene’s style, she went
straight to the best.
Enter Brian Cain, mind coach and the
foremost authority on mental toughness. The
pair went to work. Cain had several things to
teach her. The first lesson was for Donene to
walk with presence.
Along with a lack of confidence, she realized
she tended to apologize for her successes,
particularly last year when as one of the oldest
cowgirls competing for the world title, she’d
taken second place.
Own it, Cain urged her.
Along with having the best roping and mental
coach, Donene also turned to Trevor Brazile,
a 23-time world champion roper with 13
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association AllAround Cowboy World Championships under
his belt, for her horse Chester, who she credits
for hard-earned success. Together, all of the
elements finally fell into place this fall, and two
weeks ago in Waco, Texas, Donene finally took
first. She couldn’t believe it when she heard the
announcer say her name. She’d finally done it
and achieved that elusive goal.
Editor’s note: This story originally
appeared in the Glenrock Independent on
November 16, 2016.

Donene
Taylor Today

Since winning the Women’s
Professional Rodeo Association’s
tie-down calf roping event a year ago,
Donene Taylor has been busy.
She now has her own website:
DoneneTaylor.com, and she can
be found on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram. On her social media sites,
you will see signs. “All those signs I
post are hanging in my barn. I call them
‘Signs of Success’ because thoughts
become things,” said Taylor.
She is writing a book. “I am currently
unpacking my stories. Winning the
world was a journey of self-discovery.
My vision for this book is to positively
impact and be influential for others as
they run down their dreams,” she said.
Taylor continues to work with Brian
Cain, her mental conditioning coach,
who she says has empowered her
to begin her own Peak Performance
coaching business. “With this endeavor,
I have experienced so much joy. The
experiences, knowledge, and principles
I share with my clients open up a whole
new mindset for them. As this coaching
was for me, it has been a game changer
for each of my clients, both in and out of
the rodeo arena,” she noted.
Finally, she has also become a
professional speaker and taught the
Mental Toughness training at the Saddle
Up for Christ Clinic in Pawhuska,
Oklahoma, this past October. “I also
taught the breakaway roping while I was
there. It was an honor and a privilege to
have been part of that awesome event,”
she added.
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The Firefighting
Brothers of
Casper College
by Susan Anderson
Ryan and J.R. Fox

T

here’s a popular
image of firefighters
as bands of brothers;
at Casper College, the
fire science program
features a handful of actual
brothers who helped build
the program and made
successful careers in
fire departments
throughout Wyoming.

How does it happen that one college
program attracts sets of brothers and even
identical twins at such a high rate?
“Number one –
it’s in the family,
and they’re raised
together,” said
Dale Anderson
Anderson,
Casper College
Fire Science
Department chair
and longtime
program leader.
Dale Anderson, (AB, AS, ’93) Casper
College Fire Science program chair
and instructor.

Family was certainly the force behind the
careers of identical twins Ryan (AAS, ’00)
and J.R. Fox (AAS, ’00) who graduated from
Casper College in 2000. Their father and uncle
were volunteer firefighters in Campbell County,
Wyoming, and the two joined a firefighting
cadet program when they were 13.
“Helping others is something our parents
instilled in us,” said Ryan now a captain at the
Campbell County Fire Department. And he cited
another major appeal of firefighting. “No two
days are the same; you never know what’s going
to happen next.”
The Foxes and two friends from the cadet
days in Gillette, Wyoming, Chris Beltz (AAS,
’00) and Ryan Warne (AAS, ’00), arrived
at Casper College when the program was just
getting started in 1998. They proceeded not
only to learn, but help build it.
The new program didn’t have much
equipment then. “We might have had a shovel,”
laughed Anderson, “but they came in and beat
the streets, got donations. They took a 1976 fire
engine and refurbished it; it’s the one we use
in parades.” J.R. is division chief for Campbell
County Fire Department and an adjunct
teacher for the CC Fire Science program. His
department hires seasonal firefighters every
year, and many of them have come from CC.
The brothers helped build the program and,
according to Anderson, gave their teacher grey
hair. Anderson recalls when one brother was
in trouble and sent the other one in to talk with
him. The teacher didn’t realize about the switch
until they told him later.

Jon and Kristian Bisiar

Jon Bisiar (current) is following in the
footsteps of his younger brother Kristian
(AAS, ’13) in the college fire science
department. Jon finished up his time in the

Marine Corps, where he served four years,
including deployment to the Middle East, and
decided to go into firefighting. He said the field
is like the military because it is teamworkoriented and “offers a chance to do something
greater than myself.”
Kristian works at Casper Fire Station 1 on
First Street. He said he and his brother are
“pretty close, so we’re pretty competitive.” And
firefighting offers lots of opportunities to stay
motivated, and in good physical shape, he said,
doing the Combat Challenge every year. The
Combat Challenge course includes carrying
a 40-pound hose up flights of stairs, hitting a
beam with a sledgehammer, and dragging
a 185-pound dummy backward for 100
feet among other things, all in less than
seven minutes.

Ryan and Troy Hieb

Brothers Ryan (AAS, ’08, ’09) and Troy
Hieb (AB, ’14) participated in the Explorer
Program managed by the Boy Scouts of
America when they were growing up in
Newcastle, Wyoming. They give their mother
credit for being “mom of the year” for driving
them to answer fire calls in the middle of the
night when they were too young to drive. Their
dad Darrel chimed in that both brothers would
drop anything to answer a call, to help where
they were needed. “If they were being awarded
a million-dollar check and got an emergency
call, he said, “both would leave the money and
go help.”
Ryan went on from the firefighting program
to study criminal justice and now works on the
computer crime team for the Casper Police
Department. Troy loves his job at the Casper
Fire Department because of the opportunity to
help people when they need it most and for
the camaraderie.
“I worked other jobs that don’t have the
bonds you have in the fire service,” he said.

Kristian
and
Jon Bisiar
(from left to right)

J.R.
and
Ryan Fox
(from left to right)

Troy
and
Ryan Heib
(from left to right)

15

Lowell Catlett, Ph.D., futerist and
economist, was the presenter for the
2017 Doornbos Lecture Series.
Johnny Earle, “Johnny
Cupcakes” presented
at the 2015 Business
Enrichment Lecture.

Baxter Black was the
Demorest Lecturer
during the 2014
Casper College
Humanities Festival.
The theme that year
was “Storytelling.”

F

oundation donors
embrace the community,
pushing beyond
traditional student support.
Their foresight includes
funding for educational
enrichment open to both
students and the community.

Col. Philip Doornbos brought the Doornbos
Lecture Series to campus, Roy Chamberlain’s
widow Gertrude established the Business
Enrichment Lecture, Margaret Demorest’s
many admirers developed the long-running
Humanities Festival and Demorest Lecture, and
soon Carl and Georgina Grosz will bring lectures
dedicated to the health sciences. These lectures
are open to the public and give everyone
an opportunity to learn from experts in their
respective fields.
Doornbos came to Casper when he was
assigned to the Casper Army Air Base in 1944
to recover from wounds sustained during World
War II. After meeting Casper College President
Tim Aley, he accepted a job at Casper College
serving initially as the business manager and
then as the executive director of the college’s
foundation. In 2002, he endowed the Doornbos
Lecture Series realizing an agricultural-based
lecture series would benefit programs on
campus as well as the community. The lectures
focus on the agricultural industry, keeping
students and community members abreast of
the most current information in
the field and have featured many notable
speakers including Temple Grandin and
Lowell Catlett, Ph.D.
Roy Chamberlain left an important mark on
Casper College. As a legislative representative
from Niobrara County, Chamberlain was a
sponsor of the act establishing Casper College.
Originally titled the Chamberlain Lectures,
The Business Enrichment Lectures reflect his
vision and business acumen. Chamberlain was
particularly interested in the American concept
of free enterprise, a common theme among the
speakers invited to campus; speakers such as
Johnny Cupcakes who started a t-shirt business
from the trunk of his car and turned it into a
multi-million-dollar business and Sir John
Templeton, famed financier and creator of the
Templeton Growth Fund now known as Franklin
Templeton Investments.

Educational
Enrichment for
the Community
by Danica Sveda (AA, ’09)
The Humanities Festival, featuring the
Demorest Lecture as its centerpiece, perhaps
the college’s most widely-known lecture series,
was launched in 1985 with Casper College
instructor Margaret Demorest as its keynote
speaker who presented her extensive research
on the authorship of Shakespeare’s sonnets.
The annual February festival promotes scholarly
research in the humanities, encourages
vitality in the teaching of the humanities, and
recognizes the value the humanities have in
our lives. The Humanities Festival invited Sir
Ken Robinson of Ted Talk fame to speak during
the series titled, “Do Institutions Stifle Creative
Thinking,” about the creative challenges facing
business and education in the new global
economies. When the topic “Pilgrimage” was
presented as the theme for the Humanities
Festival, Broughton Coburn presented his story
and experiences traveling with his Nepalese

mother through the United States and the
unique insights they gained from their
travel together.
The upcoming Carl and Georgina Grosz
Lecture Series will focus on speakers with
expertise in the health science field. The
college’s large population of students who
receive degrees in health science professions
generally stay in the community and lend their
skills to our local economy. The series will
offer professional enrichment opportunities to a
community and campus that relies on the health
science professions.
These amazing donors have enabled not
only the campus community to benefit from the
outstanding speakers that grace the campus
but offer these opportunities to the larger
community of Casper and its surrounding
areas, making Casper College an even more
special place.

Colorado State University
Animal Sciences Professor
and autism spokesperson
Temple Grandin presented
the 2014 Annual Doornbos
Lecture Series talk.
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G

rowing up in Beirut,
Lebanon, throughout
the 1970s, I was
surrounded by the realities of
a decades-long sectarian war,
as well as ongoing struggles
with neighboring Israel. So when

Melting
Pot

my uncle – who lived in Casper then and now –
gave me the opportunity to come to the United
States in 1982 to pursue a peaceful education, I
took it.
No matter their surroundings, higher education
institutions tend to be islands of diversity, and
that’s what Casper College was for me. What I
learned from that is at least as valuable as what I
learned in classroom lessons, if not more.
In Beirut, we lived in a closed Christian
environment, with almost no exposure to anyone
who was different from me. But my first memory
in Casper was walking into a biology lecture and
looking around at the huge number of classmates
and realizing that was not the case anymore.
Even with my mediocre English, I was able to
have nice conversations with many of them and
start learning about their cultures. Little did I know
then that those initial interactions would pave the
way for me to be not just accepting, but eager to
learn about different cultures and ethnicities during
a career that has taken me all over the world.
Combined, my faith and my experiences have
taught me that as God made me, He also made all
of them – and I am not more special than they are.
At CC I met Tarek, a foreign student from Kuwait
– and a Muslim. Given that I was 16 and that the
ongoing war in Lebanon had shaped my entire life
to this point, to say that I was wary of a Muslim
would be a vast understatement. But we started
talking, and I found it fun and refreshing to be able
to converse in my native language. I would look
at him closely and see a nice young man, who
dressed in jeans and t-shirts, much like everyone
else, who was eager to do well for himself and

Grad finds cultural diversity at Casper College
by Eleanor Azar (AB, ’87)

Former CC
business instructor
Gary Donnelly
congratulates his
student Eleanor Azar
on winning a DECA
award.

Gary Donnelly, back row left, Eleanor Azar second from the left in front row.

who cracked funny jokes. Much to my surprise,
we became friends. And a bigger surprise still
came when I met David, a Jewish young man,
who was nice enough to help me carry some
heavy books at the bookstore. When I realized
he was Jewish, I was stunned. Israeli bombs
meant that I was intimately familiar with the
bomb shelters of Beirut as a child.
I concluded that ultimately, people
are people. When they are put in hostile
environments, they become hostile. But when

respect and law are the order of the day, and
the differences between people are not under
the microscope, they are at their true peaceful
nature as God created.
It took a Lebanese Christian girl, raised on
the east side of Beirut, traveling all the way
to Casper College to realize that people are
fundamentally the same and that they should
not be prejudged based on what they are but
rather accepted for who they are. Talk about
an education.

Eleanor
Azar resides

in Beirut, Lebanon,
and travels quite
often in the region
and sometimes to
Europe and the U.S.
She enjoys tennis,
dancing, and reading. Her favorite authors
include Dan Brown, John Grisham, and
Steve Berry, among many others. Azar is
the CEO of Business Development Group,
an organization that has several projects
throughout the region in real estate,
tourism, education, and marketing.
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People & Places
Alumni

1940s, 50s, 60s 1970s, 80s, 90s
Charlotte Babcock (AA, ’49) received an
honorable mention award from the Wyoming
Historical Society for her book of poetry, “The
Meadowlark’s Song and...More.” In their
nomination, the Natrona County Historical
Society cited her inclusion of “photographs and
artwork, making the stories come to life.”
1.
Mike Foreman (AS, ’64) wrote to
share his memories of Casper College.
“My first year at CC, I was a math major and
almost failed my first math class taught by Ms.
Evelyn Sedar. I remember her ‘pep talk’ to
our class, and she scared the ‘poop’ out of
me since this was going to be my profession.
Thanks to her, I graduated from CC, went to
the University of Wyoming and became a math
teacher for more than 30 years. I taught math
from junior high school through junior college.
I remember so many things, including: final
four basketball, Swede Erickson, ‘The Music
Man’ in the theatre in the round, ‘C’ hill, doing
calculus problems until 2 a.m., the death of a
president we all will never forget, and a 1951
Plymouth which took me to school every day.
Certain professors at CC basically changed my
life. I still consider my two years at CC the best
two years of my education from kindergarten
through my master’s degree. I know the school
has changed since my time, but it, and my
memories will never change.”
Susan Thomas (’68) announced that
after 10 years, the Craig and Susan Thomas
Foundation is closing. The foundation served
at-risk students who needed a fresh start
with their education and could benefit from a
mentoring relationship supporting their efforts.
The foundation met its goal of 10 years of
service to students and Susan is finding that
the conclusion of the project is a bittersweet
moment. She is looking forward to the next
chapter of her life. She was honored last
spring as the 2017 Casper College
Distinguished Alumna.
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John L. Sloan (AS, ’70) recently won
four awards from the Tennessee Press
Association. John lives in Lebanon, Tennessee,
and is a free-lance outdoor and sports writer.
He earned first place in sports writing for a
story on the National Junior High School Rodeo
Finals, first place for composition and layout,
third place for public service, and fourth place
for excellence in sports writing. John has won
over 130 state, regional, and national writing
awards and was the 1970 runner-up NIRA
National Champion bareback rider as a member
of the Thunderbird rodeo team. He attended the
University of Wyoming, graduating in 1972.
He and his wife of 41 years have two grown
children and four grandchildren.
Reza Maleki (’79) is currently a senior
business advisor with Impact Dakota, an
affiliate of National Institute of Standards and
Technology, U.S. Department of Commerce.
After attending Casper College, Reza moved
to Fargo, North Dakota, and attended North
Dakota State University earning a bachelor of
science degree and a master of science degree
in industrial engineering and management,
followed by a Ph.D. in engineering. While
attending Casper College, he was registered
as Abdol Reza Arabian Maleki and friends
and some faculty knew him by his nickname,
Ciah. Reza currently lives in West Fargo, North
Dakota, with his wife Elizabeth (Haney).
They have two sons; Samir is a doctor of
physical therapy, and Jamil is a nuclear
medicine technologist.
Danny Martinez (CERT, ’79) retired
this past summer as a driver for United Parcel
Service after 39 years. The part-time job he
took after graduation from high school grew into
his career after he covered a delivery route for
another driver in 1980. A runner, Danny sees
retirement as his opportunity to resume training
for longer running events.
Jose Zapata Coloma (AAS, ’81) owns
a hotel call El Bucanero on the beach in
Punta Sal, north of Lima, Peru. Jose has fond
memories of Morad Hall, where he lived on the
third floor, and really appreciated what both
Lyle Cox and Ed Boyer did for him during
his time at CC.
2.

W. Frank Eathorne (AAS, ’81) was
recently elected chairman of the Wyoming
Republican Party. Frank grew up near Bill,
Wyoming, on the family ranch, then attended
Casper College and Chadron State College. He
continues to ranch in Converse County and he
and his wife of 26 years, Theresa, have three
children: Lauren, Abigail, and son Jade.
Kathe Schmidt (AA, ’83) checked in,
writing “My husband and I moved to Arizona six
years ago, to the senior community of Sun City
West and, after initial objections on his part,
he has gotten used to, mostly used to, the hot
summers, and enjoys the balmy winter months
to come afterwards. Even our St. Bernard has
acclimated. We take him for daily runs early in
the morning to an out-of-the-way park where
he can be off leash some of the time. We
acquired him at the Casper Humane Society
the year before we moved, as an orphan, with
no background information, just a bundle of
energy, giving more love than we could ever
return. I was there when a young man brought
him in, saying he had followed him to his truck
in the parking lot. Our major involvement in this
community, notwithstanding gobs of activities
available to the residents, is serving in our
local church – a friendly congregation that has
become a second family.”
Teddi Smothermon (AA, ’83) directed
high school students in a production of “Les
Miserables” for The Powder River Playhouse
this past October in Gillette, Wyoming. Teddi
was one of four women who started the Powder
River Playhouse with the goal of bringing
family-centered entertainment to northwest
Wyoming. Teddi owns Smothermon
Vocal Studios.
3.
Sheri Holden-Peck (’84) who
attended Casper College as Sheri
Arnold, checked in with the alumni office in
search of a lost classmate and shared a bit
of Casper College history. Sheri was the first
female Heyoka and prior to her selection, only
one other woman had even tried out for the
position. Sheri traveled more than previous
Heyokas, representing Casper College not just
at home games, but also at away games. Sheri
credits encouragement from Jack Romanek,
former director of the CC Student Center, as a
key factor in her decision to try out.

People & Places
Tiffany Miller Thurston (AS, ’85) and
her husband, John (AAS, ’87) met as students
at Casper College in 1983 and celebrated 30
years of marriage this past summer. Around
2002, their children became interested in
rodeo goat tying events, so Tiffany and John
started raising goats. It turned out that lots of
goats are required when your children want to
practice goat tying and learn other rodeo skills.
Once they started a goat herd, they continued,
eventually contracting for rodeos. All those
goats to tie produced a goat-tying college world
champion, daughter Jordan Ann ThurstonMiller. Jordan and her husband, Chancy Miller,
have taken over the goat herd. Tiffany and
John’s other children, Ace, Colby, and Brady
also continued in rodeo and have won many
awards. All the children attended college on
rodeo scholarships.
Matteo Pistono (AA, ’91) has written
a new book “Meditation: Coming to Know
Your Mind” and has also developed an online
meditation course that supports both beginners
and people wishing to renew their meditation
practices. Matteo is the recipient of the 2014
Casper College Distinguished Alumni award and
resides in Washington, D.C.
4.
Robin Nelson (AAS, ’94) was
inducted into the Wyoming Softball Hall
of Fame this past spring as a fast pitch player.
Robin grew up in Oklahoma and after she moved
to Casper, played softball for 46 continuous
years, winning five state tournaments and
finishing in the top three in most of the other
years. She has also coached Junior Olympic
teams. Her husband, Kirk Nelson, was
inducted at the same time for his career as a
softball umpire.
Josh Carnahan (AS, ’96) has a new
position in sales titled Wyoming Engineered
Sales with S Conley Sales, Inc. The company is
headquartered in Bozeman, Montana, but Josh
is based out of Casper. Josh led the Wyoming
Construction Coalition for almost 12 years
before moving to this new opportunity.
Marjory B. (Besel) Christiansen (AS,
’97) is the new director of the Casper College
nursing program. Marge has been a nursing
instructor at the college since 2007.

2000s

Zachary Pullen (’02) created, painted,
and installed a set of 10 paintings based upon
the “Cowboy Code of Ethics” as reflected in the
life of CC alumnus, Mick McMurry (’65).
The murals are on display outside the YMCA in

Casper on the wall south of the parking lot. The
paintings will eventually be used in a book
for children.
Pamela (Doll)(Zurawski) Crowder
(AA, ’03) married Stuart Crowder in
November 2014.
5.
Julie Laib (AS, ’07) was honored by
the Wyoming Counseling Association
with the Outstanding Service Award for service
and commitment to the counseling field, the
Wyoming Counseling Association, and the state
of Wyoming. Julie served as WCA treasurer
under eight presidents and has served in various
other capacities through the years. Julie and her
husband Rod reside in Cody, Wyoming. Julie is
a former member of the Casper College Alumni
Association board of directors.
Amanda Fisher (AS, ’08) is the new
store manager for the Jack McCann College
Store. Amanda joined Follett in 2002 and has
held many different roles throughout the years.
For the past nine years, she has served as
the assistant store manager at the bookstore.
Amanda has lived in Wyoming for the past 34
years and loves springtime. You can always
catch her at the park playing with her two dogs
and niece. She graduated from Casper College
with an associate degree in respiratory therapy
while working at the bookstore as a student.
Max Funk (CERT, ’08) is working at
Allstate Insurance Company as a claims service
specialist. He files new claims for auto and
property and also assists in the claims process.
In his spare time, Max says he partakes in body
suspensions with the Ritual Flesh Suspension
Team, located in Colorado.
Collin Rudkin (’08) is the brewmaster at
the new Frontier Brewing Company and Tap
Room in downtown Casper, a nano-brewery
that opened in August. Collin appreciates the
opportunity to experiment, as he brings unique
brews to central Wyoming.

2010s

Devon Sisneros Schulte (’10) opened
her studio, Casper Spirit Dance and Cheer after
seeing there was no preparation program for
dance teams and cheer teams in the state. The
studio incorporates dance, cheer, and tumbling
to ensure students are well-rounded and is open
to children ages 4 to 14. After attending CC,
Devon went to the University of Nevada, Las
Vegas, and danced on the school’s Rebel
Girls team.

Kelsey Redland Tobin (AA, ’10)
was inducted into the Hot Springs High
School’s Bobcat Hall of Fame. Kelsey earned
letters in multiple sports, including golf, cross
country, volleyball, basketball, and track and
field. She was high school state champion in
the long jump in 2008. Following her time at
Casper College, Kelsey attended the University
of Wyoming earning a B.A. in elementary
education and an M.A. in curriculum and
instruction from Lesley University.
7.
Jaclyn Schulte (AB, ’11), married
Nick Landess last June. After Casper
College, Jackie went on to the University of
Northern Colorado, graduating in 2014 with a
degree in recreation, tourism, and hospitality
management. Jackie is the office manager for
the Downtown Development Authority in Casper
and was part of the effort to fund, design, and
implement the new David Street Station. Nick
graduated from the University of Wyoming and
is a grade school physical education teacher
in Casper. It was a busy summer for them with
their wedding, the opening of DSS, and the
eclipse festivities.
Brandon Chirrick (CERT, ’12) recently
became a member of the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local #12 in
Pueblo, Colorado.
Brandi Rogers (AS, ’12, CERT, ’13) was
able to interact with current students of the
Casper College Occupational Therapy Assistant
program who were touring the North Colorado
Medical Center in Greeley, Colorado, recently.
According to Cassady Hoff, OTA department
chair, Brandi “showed the students her dynamic
leadership role and her accomplishments with
program development within her role at the
hospital. She also educated the students on the
importance of continuing education, lifelong
learning, and patient advocacy.”
Michaela Schauss (AS, ’12) and
8.
Joseph Beals (AS, ’12) were married
on August 26, 2017, at the Pioneer Church in
Casper, Wyoming. Michaela graduated from
the Casper College Nursing program and is
employed as a registered nurse for Michael
Quinn, M.D. in Casper. Joe is a graduate of
the Casper College Radiography program
with a degree in radiologic technology and
is employed as a radiological technologist at
Mountain View Clinic in Casper, Wyoming.
JR Vezain (’12), the former T-Bird from
Cowley, Wyoming, participated in the National
Finals Rodeo, making his fifth appearance in the
Las Vegas event. JR finished fourth in the world
with a total of $220,831 in winnings.
6.

People & Places
Jessica Lippincott (AS, ’13) education
director at the Wyoming Dinosaur Center in
Thermopolis, Wyoming, was recognized by the
Wyoming Business Council as a member of
the 2017 class of Forty Under 40. Jessica was
honored by the Wyoming Historical Society
with the Henryetta Berry award for encouraging

young people to value the state’s history. She is
also the author of the book, “Wyoming’s
Dinosaur Discoveries.”
Thomas Myler (AA, ’15, AA, ’17), the
2017 Casper College commencement speaker,
received a $1,000 “Society State of Mind”
award from the National Society for Leadership
and Success.

Elizabeth Walsh (AA, ’16) (holds degrees
in international studies and world languages
from Casper College) has been accepted into a
scholarship program funded by Congress called
Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange. She is
one of 75 participants out of 800 applicants.
During the program, she will live in Germany,
study German, attend university classes, and
also work as an intern.

Faculty, Staff, & Retirees
Jared Bowden, Casper College
physics instructor, was named as the
STEM Post-Secondary Educator of the Year by
the Wyoming Department of Education.
Carli Holcomb’s (AA, ’14) show “After
Dark” was featured this fall at the Visual Arts
Center of Richmond in Richmond, Virginia. The
2017-2018 school year is Holcomb’s first as an
art instructor at Casper College.
10.
Kendall Jacobs, Casper College
mathematics instructor, is one of
eight recipients of the American Mathematical
Association of Two-Year Colleges 2017
AMATYC Teaching Excellence Awards. The
biannual award is presented to mathematics
instructors who are very active professionally
and have made important contributions to
mathematics education in the first two years
of college.
9.

Pam Jones, organizational developer for
Casper College, has joined the board of the
North American Council for Staff, Program, and
Organizational Development, a professional
organization for individuals and institutions
primarily in community college and technical
education who are involved with staff, program,
faculty, and organizational development
activities throughout the US and Canada.
Cara Rodriguez, Casper College English
instructor, earned a 2018 creative writing
fellowship for her poetry from the Wyoming Arts
Council. Rodriquez will share her work publicly
through readings and workshops.
Linda Ryan retired Casper College art
instructor, opened the 2017-2018 season
of the Goodstein Art Gallery with her show,
“God’s Empty Chair.” Ryan is a two-time
recipient of the Wyoming Arts Council Visual
Arts Fellowship.

Will Robinson, Casper College biology
instructor, received a Fulbright Specialist
Program award. Over the 2017 winter break,
Robinson completed a project at Mesoamerican
Polytechnical University in Tenosique, Tabasco,
Mexico, where he educated people about
crop pollination and provided beekeeping
assistance. Robinson also conducted seminars
on pollination needs of important local crops
such as citrus, cacao, mango, and squashes,
and reviewed and advised on beekeeping
methods of indigenous people, who are keeping
both native “stingless” bees and aggressive
Africanized honey bees.
David Zoby, Casper College English
instructor, was recognized as an award recipient
during the 2017 Outdoor Writers Association
of America Excellence in Craft Contests and
took first place in the humor category of the
magazine contest for “Get Fluffing,” which
appeared in The Flyfish Journal, Winter 2016.
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For more information, schedule, and locations visit
caspercollege.edu/events/humanities-festival
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Pets in Peril

Alumna Mounts Post-Hurricane Rescue Effort in Texas

Above: Rescued pets receive care in the temporary shelter. Left: Celestine Rossi took this
selfie while riding a boat through the flood waters created by Hurricane Harvey.

When Hurricane Harvey
slammed into the Houston
metro area in late August
2017, emergency personnel
flew into immediate action.

Celestina Rossi (AB, ’95), the senior crime
scene investigator with the Montgomery County
Sheriff’s Office in Conroe, Texas, just north of
Houston was immediately deployed. According
to Rossi, during any natural disaster, all sworn
personnel are activated for emergency response
and duty assignments based on needs. As she
waded through the flooded neighborhoods,
Rossi discovered peoples’ furry and feathered
family members also needed assistance.

The historic category four storm and
subsequent flooding hit so fast and so hard,
many area residents couldn’t take their pets with
them and had to surrender them to emergency
personnel. Other pets were found wandering
and were picked up by animal control or law
enforcement. In response, a temporary shelter
for animals was set up at the Montgomery
County Convention Center.
Rossi and others spread the word via social
media that broken-hearted humans were forced
to leave beloved pets behind and donations
began arriving. Still amazed at the generosity
of her family and friends, Rossi said they easily
raised over $1,500 for needed supplies to
house and feed the displaced pets. Staffed by
volunteers and Montgomery County Animal
Control employees, the dogs, cats, and a

few birds had a safe, dry place to wait for
their owners or, if necessary, a new home.
The remaining animals were relocated to the
Houston SPCA for adoption.
“We are still in recovery mode,” Rossi said in
January 2018. “There are a lot of homes that are
still uninhabitable. In my neighborhood of 1200
homes, 500 were damaged or destroyed by
Hurricane Harvey. A lot of my neighbors are in
temporary housing or living in their RV in their
driveway. It is a very slow process.”
According to Rossi, the last $250 of the
donated funds were given to the Friends of
Texas Wildlife, an organization that cares for
animals such as owls, hawks, deer, squirrels,
possums, and skunks. “We sometimes forget
that domestic pets aren’t the only animals that
need help and donations,” she said.

Hidden
Campus
By George W. Wynn (’72)

T

his Talisman isn’t
exactly “hidden” on the
Casper College campus,
though it seems to be hidden
from conscious view of many
students and faculty.

In 1970, sculptor Jason Seley created a large
bronzed sculpture, commissioned and donated by
the Goodstein family who had also provided funding
for the Goodstein Foundation Library. In the spring
of 1970, it was installed on a pad in a parking lot in
the back. June 2 was the unveiling and dedication
of The Talisman, with both Seley and Goodstein in
attendance. The Chinook of September 25, 1970,
covered the ceremony with photos and details.
According to the plaque at the base, a talisman
is defined as “an object having magical or
mystical powers.”
Seley, a sculptor from New York state, was a
professor and dean at the Cornell University College
of Architecture, Art, and Planning. He was well
known for his sculptures including many created
from automobile bumpers and other auto parts.
Seley fabricated the piece by welding together
segments of automobile bumpers and coating
the whole thing with bronze. The Talisman stands
more than 6 feet tall, and was and is conspicuous,
probably to the point of also being contentious when
unveiled. When I was a student in 1971-1972, I was
one of the few students who appreciated the unusual
parking lot ornament.
When I came back to campus 40 years later, the
bumper sculpture was “gone” from where my fading
memory remembered it! When I asked about it in a
classroom full of 2011 students, I got blank stares
from them and the instructor.
Then one class day I found it. The bumper
sculpture hadn’t been lost; it was in plain sight – in
fact, students entering the upper door of the library
have to side-step around it! It isn’t as shiny as it
was in 1971 and has developed a patina, but there it
was. It was moved from the parking lot when Roberts
Commons was built.
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2018 Distinguished Alumnus
and Sculptor Extraordinaire
by Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)
Chris Navarro graduated
from high school in Madrid,
Spain, and then attended
Casper College from 19741976, studying animal
science. He came to Casper on a

scholarship to rodeo for the legendary Dale
Stiles in bull and bronc riding.
Following college, he pursued a career in
rodeo, hoping to one day be a pro bull rider. But
his rodeo career was cut short due to injuries.
He then went to work for an oil inspection
company in Casper.
It was during a hunting trip near Lost Cabin,
Wyoming, that Navarro discovered his true
calling while visiting the home of the versatile
artist Harry Jackson. It was there that Navarro
spotted one of Jackson’s sculptures, a bronze of
a cowboy atop a bucking bronco. So moved by
the sculpture Navarro yearned to own the piece,
but the price tag, $35,000, stopped him.
With the image and power of the beautiful
Jackson sculpture still burning in his mind,
Navarro decided he would do the next best thing
and make his own. “I thought that if I couldn’t
buy it, perhaps I could make one,” he recalled.
When he returned to Casper, he headed
down to the local art supply store, Goedicke’s

in downtown Casper, and with suggestions from
the store clerk, bought the necessary supplies
he would need to sculpt. He wasn’t sure how to
begin, so his next stop was the Natrona County
Public Library where he checked out all the
books he could find on the art of sculpting. He
began sculpting right away and knew this was
his calling, his dream job so to speak. And
thus, the career of one of today’s finest large
monumental bronze sculptors began.
He cast his first bronze in 1980 and in
the spring of 1986 he left his day job to
begin sculpting full time. His wife Lynne was
expecting their second child, but Navarro was
persistent and talented. “Sculpting is what I
do for a living, but I don’t ever plan on retiring.
I’ve found something I really love to do, and
I hope others can see that through the works
I’ve created,” he said, adding, “when you love
what you are doing the real reward is in the
experience of doing it.”
To add to his creative chops Navarro received
an Associate of Art degree in art in 1990.
Today, Navarro is best known for his
monumental bronze sculptures in the areas
of wildlife, Native Americans, inspirational,
rodeo, and western art. Navarro has over 31
monuments placed throughout the country,
including two on the Casper College campus:
“The Spirit of the Thunderbird,” an Alumni

Association project in honor of the 50th
Anniversary of Casper College in 1995 and
“Essence of Rex, commissioned by Marialyce
Tobin in August 2014.
In 2015, Navarro was the year’s “Honored
Artist Lecture” at the Buffalo Bill Art Show
in Cody, Wyoming. Later that year, he was
selected by Wyoming Governor Matt Mead
to receive a Governor’s Arts Award, which
recognizes “outstanding achievement in the arts
in Wyoming.”
“One of the best things in working with
bronze is that it is such a strong, durable, and
permanent medium. In the end, it is not about
how many years you lived in this world but what
you leave behind that truly matters. All artists
want to live on in their work. Knowing my work
will be standing in the sun long after I’m gone
for future generations to experience and enjoy is
extremely rewarding,” Navarro said.
Navarro will be presented with the
Distinguished Alumnus award during Casper
College’s 2018 commencement ceremonies on
Friday, May 11.
The Distinguished Alumni award winners are
nominated by their peers and chosen by the
board of directors of the Casper College
Alumni Association.

Jorgensen 2017
Commitment
to Excellence
Recipient

L

ong-time Casper
College Foundation
President John
Jorgensen has been
selected to receive the
Casper College Alumni
Association’s Commitment
to Excellence award.

Jorgensen, who came to Casper in the spring
of 1987 as president of First Wyoming Bank,
joined the Casper College Foundation as a
board member that same year. In the spring of
1990 Jorgensen took over the reins from Bob
Miracle as president of the board, a position he
continues to hold. “It has been a delightful 30
years,” he said of his time on the board.
When Jorgensen began with the board
Swede Erickson, the legendary Thunderbirds
men’s basketball coach, was the foundation’s
director, having left the coaching arena in 1986.
“I worked with Swede and then when he left I
hired Paul Hallock to take over as director in
1993,” he said. When Hallock retired in 2011,
Jorgensen hired the current director,
Paulann Doane.

by Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)
“When he became president, the foundation
had $13.5 million in assets,” said Doane.
“With John’s leadership, a business approach
was adopted, and a formal structure for annual
fundraising and supporting college projects was
implemented. These changes resonated with
supporters and led to total assets increasing
to $90 million, putting us in the top five of
community college foundations nationwide.”
Thanks to Jorgensen’s business management
skills, the foundation funds were moved
from mostly government bonds to diversified
investments with a mix of both stocks and
bonds. “More than 20,000 students have
benefited from John’s leadership with
scholarship assistance,” noted Doanne.
But Jorgensen also credits the success of the
Casper College Foundation to what he said is
“the love affair this community has with Casper
College,” adding, “it has been incredible.” That
“love affair” allowed the successful completion
of the “Vision…Campus…Community”
campaign. Jorgensen was the driving force
behind the campaign, “a $10 million capital
initiative to complete the funding for the
$97,350,000 college master plan, including five
new buildings. John also led the foundation

board support for a $23,000,000 revenue bond
for a new residence hall,” said Doane.
“I take great pride when I drive through
the campus to see all the buildings that the
foundation has helped to build. The foundation
has seen growth in the last years while still
distributing millions of dollars to deserving
students,” Jorgensen said. His unwavering
support and leadership of the foundation
resulted in his receipt of the 2014 Council for
Resource Development Benefactor Award in
the Public Rural Medium-Campus Institution
category. According to the CRD, the Benefactor
Award “embodies the ideals of philanthropy,
leadership, and volunteerism in the service of
community, technical, and junior colleges.”
Jorgensen will be presented with the
Commitment to Excellence award during Casper
College’s 2018 commencement ceremonies on
Friday, May 11.
The Commitment to Excellence award was
established by the Casper College Alumni
Association in 1991 to honor those who have
given exemplary service
to and have made a significant difference in the
growth and development of
Casper College.
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Notes from T-Bird Camp
By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)

Neil Williams III New
Assistant Rodeo Coach at CC
Former Casper College rodeo standout, Neil Williams, III (AS, ’15, AAS, ’14),
has been named as the new assistant rodeo coach for the Thunderbirds.

W

illiams
represented
Casper College
for four years in a row at
the College National Finals
Rodeo and competed during
the regular season in three
categories: bull riding, bareback bronc, and
saddle bronc.
Williams at the CNFR. Photo courtesy of Hubbell Photos.

Williams has been a member of the Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association since July 2011 and following college continued to compete
in the sport through December 2014. Since September of 2014 Williams
has been working at Lifetime Health and Fitness as a personal trainer,
manager, and CrossFit coach.
“Personal fitness has been my career since leaving Casper College
and the knowledge gained through work with clients, and leading CrossFit
classes will be the base of any athletic program I help lead,” said
Williams. As the new assistant coach, Williams brings a 10-year career
to the table with experience competing in all the rough stock events.
“Starting in high school and through college, I qualified for the High
School National Finals Rodeo and represented Casper College at the
CNFR while also competing professionally, he said.

Volleyball Team Has Rough Season
Angel Sharman began her 16th year as head
coach of the Lady Thunderbirds Volleyball
team. Along with Adrian McNamee, third-year
assistant coach, the two felt good about the
winning prospects for this year’s team.
This year’s group brought back four from last
year’s team: Annie Deininger, a 5’10” outside
hitter from Cave Creek, Arizona; Jessica Pilivi,

also a 5’10” outside hitter from West Jordan,
Utah; Alayna Sheldon, a 5’10” middle blocker
from Loveland, Colorado; and Louisa Krams,
a 6’ right side hitter from Neustadt, Germany.
Transfer Milica Ivanovic´, a 6’1” middle hitter
and right hitter from Podgorica, Montenegro,
rounded out the five sophomores on
the team.

Unfortunately, the season did not pan out as
well as Sharman and McNamee had hoped with
the team ending the year 13-23. Sharman’s
win loss record overall now stands at 563 wins
and 466 losses. Her record at Casper College,
where she has been coaching since 2001, is
453-305.

Russell Plays the Big Guards
For the 2017-18 season, the Thunderbirds
are led up front with two returning players
in Antun Maricevic, 6’10” point guard from
Zagreb, Croatia; and Octavian Corley, 7’0”
point guard from Reno, Nevada, as Head Coach
Dan Russell began his fifth season with the
Thunderbirds. “We are very strong up front,
especially when you factor in Jackson Stent,
6’8” from Christchurch, New Zealand, who is
coming back at the forward,” said Russell.
To that mix, Russell has added 6’10” forward
Wilfried Likayi from Portland, Oregon, who
came to Russell’s attention thanks to Stent.

The Birds also have a good group of guards
including Blake Godwin, 6’0” from Sheridan,
Wyoming, and Levy Miguel, 6’3” from Luanda,
Angola, who came back from a redshirt
freshman year.
Russell added guard Chase Winchester,
a 6’0” transfer from Steven F. Austin State
University. Winchester and another transfer,
Damian Wilson, Jr., 6’4” from Moorpark
College in California, along with Miguel,
“give us a lot of punch. Between those three
sophomore guards, I like where our guard play
is,” Russell said.

In addition to the sophomore guards, Russell
has added freshmen guards Ayo Nuwe, 6’5”
from Lagos, Nigeria; Isaiah Banks, 6’3” from
Las Vegas; Emmanuel N’Tula, 6’3” from Casper;
and Nolan Bertain, 6’4” from Portland, Oregon.
Guards, however, aren’t the only ones on the
court. Russell also brought in 6’8” freshman
Zion Tordoff at forward from London, and
forward Bryton Bissainthe, 6’7” from Miami.
Following the final game of the fall semester,
the T-Birds stood at 11-4 for the season.

Gunnare: Team is Dedicated and Works Hard
The 2017-18 Lady Thunderbirds are,
according to Head Coach Dwight Gunnare,
dedicated and hard working. “We have put them
through quite a few tests both on and off the
court, and they’ve passed them well. I feel really
good about this group,” he said.
Gunnare has seven returning players in
guards Gulten Altunbulak, Caroline Rivera,
Bruna Vila Artigues, Paula Orenes Sanchez,
and Ashlie Larson along with forward Natalia
Panufnik and center Emily Robertson.

Interestingly enough the team will be made up
of an equal number of freshmen.
For the seven freshmen, Gunnare believes
that the goal of recruiting is to bring in players
who are going to compete for a starter position.
“We don’t know if they are going to be starters
or anything like that, but they are talented
enough to compete for a starting position, and
we want to try to have that competition at
each position.”

This year’s freshmen players include 5’8”
guard Laree Foley from Kaycee, Wyoming; 5’9”
guard Luisa Popp from Heidelberg, Germany;
5’7” guard Maggie Justinak from Rock Springs,
Wyoming; 5’10” guard Jaye Johnson from
Casper; 5’10” guard Lucie Hoskova from Brno,
Czech Republic; 6’0” center Nerea Baena from
Barcelona, Spain; and 5’11” forward Mya Jones
from Rapid City, South Dakota.
Following the final game of the fall semester,
the Lady T-Birds stood at 13-2 for the season.

Spring 2018 T-Bird Athletic Schedule
Women’s and Men’s Basketball
Jan. 24
Jan. 27
Jan. 31
Feb. 3
Feb. 7
Feb. 10
Feb. 14
Feb. 17
Feb. 21

Northwest College
Sheridan College
Gillette College
Little Big Horn
Miles CC
Western Wyoming
Central Wyoming
Northwest College
Sheridan College

Casper, WY
Sheridan, WY
Gillette, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Powell, WY
Casper, WY

Feb. 24 Homecoming – Gillette College Casper, WY

5:30/7:30 p.m.
2/4 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
2/4 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.

March 2
March 3
March 8-10
March 8-10

Women’s Playoff
Men’s Playoff
Women’s Region IX Tourney
Men’s Region IX Tourney

North Winner
South Winner

Rodeo
March 2-4
March 16-18
March 23-25
April 6-8
April 20-22
April 26-28

Laramie CCC
Gillette College
Eastern Wyo. College
Colo. State University
Casper College
University of Wyo.

Cheyenne, WY
Gillette, WY
Torrington, WY
Fort Collins, CO
Casper, WY
Laramie, WY
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Tell Us Your
Business

We asked you to tell us about your businesses in the Summer 2017
issue of Footprints. We are pleased to share the following stories

Scott Cotton is the owner of 1890 Inc., a
screen printing and apparel company
based in Casper, Wyoming.

Marty Brammer and the crew from the
2017 Hogadon Clean Up Day. Brammer is
kneeling in the front row to the far right with
his three daughters, (l-r), Brittny, Marissa,
and Chloe.

Faith Engen Conaway teaches an
aspiring mermaid at the Casper Family
Aquatic Center. (Photo courtesy of the
Casper Star-Tribune).

Craft Apparel and Turn Up and Tune Princesses
Screen Printing
and Mermaids
UP Hogadon
The founder of 1890 Inc., the parent company
to two exciting business components, Scott
Cotton (AAS, CERT, ’07) is very enthusiastic
about the future. The company includes 1890
Screen and Stitch, which produces a wide array
of custom screen printed and embroidered
items, while the other is 1890 Craft Apparel
brand. A fire science technology grad, Cotton
said, “We are a Wyoming native, and Casper
College alumni-owned and operated company
that has a passion for going above and beyond
for our customers and clients. For us service
and quality are paramount, and we hope to
always do right by our roots. As a father of
two children and a career firefighter, I try to
apply the principles that have guided me to
success in those arenas to my business, and
I take great pride in being a Wyoming small
business owner. We Are Wyo™!” Cotton earned
a mention in an August 26, 2017, Forbes
magazine article on the solar eclipse and its
effect on local businesses. Not bad for a young
start-up company in Casper.
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Marty Brammer (AS, ’87) said his most
important business is volunteer work. His day
job is a radiation therapist for Rocky Mountain
Oncology, but he started the annual Tune-Up
Day in 1995 following the death of his best
friend John Walker (AS, ’87) who taught
him to ski at Hogadon while they were both
x-ray students at Casper College. Volunteers
clean up Hogadon ski runs following the ski
season, assisting with painting, wood splitting,
and other tasks at the Hogadon Basin Ski Area.
According to Brammer, it’s his way of honoring
Walker, as well as giving the community a
way to give back to Hogadon for all the great
memories. All three of Brammer’s daughters
started skiing at Hogadon at age two. Brittny
(AA, ’13) is a University of Wyoming at Casper
graduate and teaches fourth grade at Crest
Hill Elementary School in Casper. Marissa
currently attends Casper College, and Chloe is
an eighth grader in Lander, Wyoming. Brammer
was a cheerleader at Casper College from 1983
to 1986 and asserts that it was the most fun part
of college. The collage in the lobby to the left of
the trophy case in the “Swede” Erickson T-Bird
Gym is a Marty Brammer creation.

Faith Engen Conaway (AA, ’10)
has expanded her business “Dream Upon
a Princess” to include mermaid-themed
swimming classes. The classes, which feature
swimming skills and water safety, premiered
this past summer. Certification through the
Mermaid University of Idaho Falls, Idaho, was
necessary prior to launching the classes at the
Casper Family Aquatic Center. Her business,
“Dream Upon a Princess” provides princessthemed actors for events and parties. Conaway
appeared in several Casper College theatre
productions during her time as a CC
student, including the original musical,
“The Magdalene.”

Debra Punch, owner of Alliance
Management a dialysis consulting company
based out of Simi Valley, California.

Nurse
Entrepreneur:
See a Niche,
Open a Business

Moving to Casper, Wyoming, in 1982 gave
Debra Anne (Williamson) Punch (AAS,
’82), RN, BS, MBA, CDN the chance to enter
nursing school and become a pediatric nurse.
Little did she know where this opportunity
would lead her. A postage stamp-sized ad
seeking a dialysis nurse that she answered in
1990 eventually led her to where she is today.
The ad came at the right time. A divorce and
the responsibilities of raising three children
motivated her to leap in a new direction. She
worked her way up through the ranks for an
independent dialysis corporation, culminating
in the position of vice president of operations.
An interest in the business side of healthcare
propelled her to gain expertise in regulatory
compliance.
After helping other clinics informally, she
took another leap. She created a dialysis
consulting company, Alliance Management,
LLC, located in Simi Valley, California, to assist
other independent clinics that did not have the
human talent to maintain their dialysis clinic
compliance measures. Then she concurrently
embarked on a journey to gain an MBA.
Punch acknowledges that it was anything but
simple, but 17 years later her dream of being
a nurse entrepreneur is thriving. She shares
her experience and knowledge at conferences
and in publications as well as serving in
professional organizations. “Casper College
gave me my start and inspired the willingness to
explore my dreams, which has resulted in a rich
and wonderful life. Go with your gut every time,”
Punch said.

Airian Demos of Chapters Tattoo in
Casper applies a tattoo to a client.

Natural Pallette

Airian Demos (AFA, ’10) took her gift
as an artist to the most personal of canvases,
the human body. After earning an AA degree
in visual art in 2009, she began operating as a
tattooer. For the past eight years, Demos has
been with Chapters Tattoo where she produces
custom tattoos and stickers, as well as private
and commercial commissions. A Casper native,
Demos says, “I attribute much of my success to
locals and the many connections I made during
my time at Casper College.” Demos is proud to
have been published in Expression, the Casper
College literary and arts magazine. Check
out more of her work on the Chapters Tattoo
Facebook page.

“Tell Us Your Business” could be a recurring feature.
It all depends on you. Do you have a business you’d like to tell
us about? Email your story to alumni@caspercollege.edu.

Friends We’ll Miss
Mary Frances Knoll (’48)
January 30, 2017

Stanley Brow (AS, ’59)
July 28, 2017

Barry D. Nelson (AS, ’68)
October 3, 2017

Marylou (Goebel) Lange (CERT, ’75)
March 17, 2017

Dollie Marie Jolovchan-Root (’79)
July 29, 2017

Michael Tepe (AS, ’13)
October 3, 2017

Toa Fong Wing (AAS, ’75)
March 26, 2017

Gale A. Long (’66)
July 29, 2017

Constance (Boyles) Hand (AA, ’57)
October 4, 2017

Patrick Ace Miller (AS, ’69)
June 7, 2017

Dennis James Amadio (ABUS, ’71)
August 9, 2017

Sara Bozzini (’88)
October 6, 2017

John David Sloan
(AA, ’56 and former CC Trustee)
June 10, 2017

John F. Cram (AB, ’68)
August 15, 2017

Kathleen Haley (Sannes) Boss (’88)
October 8, 2017

Stephanie McCawley (AA, ’93)
August 18, 2017

David Maurice Hebbert (’71)
October 16, 2017

Frank J. Lore (’59)
August 19, 2017

Mary Jane Wilson (’47)
October 26, 2017

Wayne (Bud) Douglas Rose (’61)
August 19, 2017

John R. Beattie (AS, ’64)
October 27, 2017

James C. Wurster (AAS, ’77)
August 25, 2017

Kimberly D. Mills (AS, ’06)
October 28, 2017

Dorothy A. (Cook) Ferguson (’63)
August 30, 2017

Janet L. Bays (’69)
October 31, 2017

Mary Lynn Alameda (AA, ’68)
September 7, 2017

John A. Steinle (AA, ’51)
October 31, 2017

Martin H. Ellbogen (CC benefactor)
September 7, 2017

Robert A. Clore (AA, ’66)
November 7, 2017

Guy H. Williams (’77)
September 10, 2017

Colter James Smith (’10)
November 13, 2017

Paul D. Forsythe (AB, ’73)
September 13, 2017

Phyllis E. Schulz (AAS, ’77)
November 17, 2017

Sherman Nation (’50)
September 22, 2017

Robert L. Wellborn (AA, ’93)
November 20, 2017

Linnea Carol (Salzman) Hill (AB, ’69)
September 25, 2017

Gary Lynn McIntosh (’77)
November 21, 2017

Mark A. Robbins (CERT, ’12)
September 26, 2017

Mark Robert Steinle
(AB, ’87, retired CC Faculty)
November 25, 2017

Wesley J. Briggs (’47)
June 13, 2107
Ross F. Johnson (CERT, ’74)
June 14, 2017
Gary Clifton Edwards (’66)
June 19, 2017
Tracey (Wyatt) Ross (AA, ’11)
June 20, 2017
James La Berge (CERT, ’76)
June 21, 2017
Norma O’Brien (CERT, ’70)
June 26, 2017
Jon Kidneigh (AA, ’58)
July 7, 2017
Kathleen Hedges Daniels (’61)
July 8, 2017
Nicole Jean Garman (AS, ’10)
July 11, 2017
Lori Hurst Krugler
(AS, ’96; AS, ’97; AS, ’16)
July 12, 2017
Cecelia Raycher (’46)
July 13, 2017
Robert Campos (’66)
July 14, 2017
Jeremiah Burridge (AA, ’57 and
former alumni association board member
and president)
July 21, 2017
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Wilma Billie Jean Snell (AAS, ’76)
September 26, 2017
Jennifer (Moeller) Perks (AS, ’05)
September 29, 2017
Vicki Marie Mack (AA, ’91)
October 1, 2017

Evelyn Baker (’61)
November 29, 2017
James Timothy Keller (’67)
December 7, 2017

According
to Charlotte
by Charlotte Babcock (AA, ’49)

I

and about
85 to 90
thousand
other people
watched with
our eclipse
glasses, and
our heads
turned to the sky as the
total solar eclipse awed
60,000 Casper residents
and up to 25,000 to 30,000
visitors here on August
21, 2017, from 10:30 a.m. to
noon. And for a full two minutes and 26

seconds at 11:42 a.m. our world became a
fantasy land. The sun disappeared, and the
moon reigned supreme. There was a deep
twilight, Venus appeared bright as could be
in the darkened sky, the horizon became rosy,
and the temperature dropped from a toasty 80
degrees to about 60 degrees. And, when totality
happened, the entire population became so
silent you could have heard a pin drop – as they
say – followed by a combined, awe-inspired,
“Ohhhhhh!”
I’ve never seen a total eclipse in my long,
long life and I was transformed. I will never
forget it, and I absolutely understand why all the
“eclipse chasers” chase them. I would love to
be one of the “chasers.”
I talked to one group from Wisconsin who
said that their last eclipse “chase” was 2012
when they saw it in the Coral Sea. I couldn’t
think of a single intelligent thing to say
because I had no idea where the Coral Sea was.
Afterward, I looked it up. It’s part of the Pacific
Ocean between Queensland, Australia, and New
Guinea. Wow!
I met a couple from Orange County,
California. He is a judge there and his wife, a
retired county attorney. They love Wyoming and

Moonglow
spend a good part of the autumn season in the
Tetons. The judge said, “We came to Casper
to view the eclipse, but nothing can eclipse
Casper.” I liked them a lot.
One of my friends has a son who has a big
new house along the Platte River west of town.
He rented it to a family of four for $1,800 per
night while he moved in with mom. His was
only one of the countless houses that were
rented for that and even more. I thought about
putting up a tent to rent in the backyard, but I
couldn’t find a tent. They had all
been rented.
I talked to a desk clerk at one of the new
large hotels who told me that every room and
suite had been booked for more than a year.
Room rates began at $700 per night, while
the presidential suites on the fourth floor were
$1,000 per night and they were expecting a
group from London momentarily. Other hotels I
talked to said they had been fully booked for up
to four years ahead.
One of the best hotel rumors was that an
entire hotel was reserved for a tour group from
Japan. One fellow I talked to said it was one
of the Holiday Inns – but not the one he was
staying in. While driving around trying to chase
down that rumor, I never did, I saw cars from
every state in the country except Hawaii. I guess
cars there probably don’t have water wings.
Nevertheless, Hawaiians were here.
I was amazed that I saw cars from every
single state and Colorado comprised probably
half of them. There were no rental cars to be had
in Casper for a full month or more.
And the planes! There were planes ranging
from jumbo jets to Piper Cubs at the airport.

Since the airport is an international airport with
really long runways, it was perfect – and the
planes came from everywhere in the world.
A newspaper photo showed planes parked in
loooong rows.
There was a sea plane that landed on Alcova
Lake which surprised and upset the game and
fish guys who sped to it with much rescue gear,
but the experienced pilot was prepared. He had
everything he needed.
The weather forecasters gave everyone a few
bad moments about reports of possible
clouds; but the clouds moved off, which was a
great relief.
All in all, Monday, August 21 was a day of
wonder, amazement, and festivities, not to be
forgotten for all of us who experienced a thrill of
a lifetime.
Photo courtesy of Duane Prather,
taken from his backyard in
Casper, Wyoming.
One of Charlotte’s many fans
recently reached out to the
Footprints editorial staﬀ:
“Ever since reading the article, ‘Toaster
Trauma,’ by Charlotte Babcock in the
Summer 2016 Footprints, I have thought of
contacting Charlotte to tell her how much
I enjoyed the article and to ask her what
brand of toaster finally worked for her. We
went through the same scenario with our
toaster search in 2016 when our Sunbeam
of 54 years finally gave out. I am still not
totally happy with the replacement.”
Sara (Greenhalgh) Wilson (’62)
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T-BIRD TREK

Thank you

Thank you to all our sponsors, participants,
volunteers, and the planning committee who made
the third annual T-Bird Trek a tremendous success.

We’ll see you September 16, 2018.

ZIMMERMAN FAMILY
F O U N DAT I O N

ART AND LYNETTE
B OAT R I G H T

See all our sponsors at caspercollege.edu/tbird-trek/sponsors

