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From the Alumni Association President
Dear Friends and Fellow Alums,

Winter is upon us and it is time for fun in the snow and cold.
It is amazing how time goes by more quickly when you are
looking forward
to something like
downhill skiing,
ice fishing, cross
country skiing, or
sitting in a warm
classroom gaining
knowledge. There is
always something to
look forward to here
in winter. Like the
four seasons that are
always changing, our
campus is changing
every year.
The Gateway
Building is done and
a great addition to Casper College. Stop by and check it out.
The Early Childhood Learning Center is near completion
and will be ready for all 52 children in January. Next on the
construction phase is down with the old dorms and up with
the new student union and UW/CC building and the music
building. All these buildings will make CC a more competitive
and productive institution.
Paul Hallock (’65) has retired after 16 years of dedicated
service as the executive director of the Casper College
Foundation. Paulann Doane is the new executive director. She

comes to us with a stellar background, most recently from
Red Rocks Community College in Lakewood, Colo. Paulann is
a Casper native and the daughter of Bob and Jane Tanner. We
are delighted to have her on board.
The Annual Alumni and Friends Banquet was a great
success. Dan and Patty Goble (’80) performed,
instructed, and entertained for five days in Casper receiving
the 2011 Distinguished Alumni award on Saturday night,
October 22, 2011 as the first recipients honored as a couple.
The alumni association recognized Marialyce Tobin for
her many years of service to Casper College as the 2011
Commitment to Excellence honoree.
The alumni board bids farewell to two great board
members, Nolene Wright (’86) and Julie Laib (’97).
They have each been very valuable board members and we
will miss them. Joining the board is Mark Vincent (’69) of
Casper, legal administrator for Williams, Porter, Day & Neville
P.C. We are glad to have him in our midst. Finally, a special
thanks to Gigi Leman (’92) who served as board president
for the past two years. Under her leadership, the board
developed a better handle on finances, initiated a program
where graduating students can recognize faculty and staff, and
implemented a spending policy. Gigi has been a member of
the alumni board for 12 years and will continue as a member
of the executive committee.
Remember to come up to campus for the Homecoming
Chili Feed on Saturday, February 4, 2012. Stop by, watch
some great basketball, and have some free chili compliments
of the alumni association.
Kevin Bromley (’77)

President
Casper College Alumni Association, 2011-13

Help us use our money wisely.

Let us know if you are receiving duplicate copies of Footprints.

1

Letters to the Editor
ctions

Article Spurs Faculty Recolle

Science
To Whom It May Concern:
in 1971 with an Associate of
duated from Casper College
cle
arti
one
iced
not
I
I am J.D. Weinberg and I gra
ine
gaz
Ma
mer 2011 Alumni
Sum
nts
tpri
Foo
the
g
was
usin
and
per
sed
degree. As I was
i) Schoenewald. I pau
all Town Girl” by Lea (Cavall
nda
in particular titled: “Just A Sm
ctor Rhonda Corbin. I knew Rho
pro
oor
ﬂ
d
Hall and also the thir
was
who
son
per
er
oth
especially intrigued by Morad
One
.
ing
and at the University of Wyom
from
when she was at Casper College
a Sargent we called her. Being
mm
Mo
t.
gen
Sar
rge”
“Sa
riet
Har
was
I
l.
me
to
Hal
r
rad
dea
Mo
and
in
r
very nea
feel right at home
ing, at the time she made me
a ranch up in Northern Wyom
t.
gen
Sar
a
mm
Mo
d to have with
were Ed
remember the long talks I use
who I knew very well. These
ple
peo
lty
facu
er
oth
eral
sev
saw
ple
also
I
peo
cle,
able
arti
not
e
er
In this sam
wife and several oth
came out to our ranch with his
way
sic
the
mu
by
da’s
who
wej
n,
Sch
gto
nin
sell
Pen
was in Rus
in Ed’s music history class. I
were
from Buffalo, Wyoming. I was
had different personalities but
en
tlem
gen
ne
ﬁ
e
thes
of
h
Bot
s.
clas
n
atio
reci
app
literature and
artment at Casper College.
well respected in the music dep
Milek. I had Jim Milek for
about when she mentioned Jim
ated material and making
I can relate to what Lea talked
his way of presenting complic
and
s
ure
lect
his
ed
lov
ays
s diagrams to represent the
biology and alw
d) colored chalk to draw variou
(use
He
m.
sroo
clas
the
in
e
aliv
it come
l
parts of ﬂora and fauna.
per College and that was Gai
y outstanding instructor at Cas
urer and
lect
nt
elle
exc
an
I would like to add another ver
was
ek,
Mil
an physiology. He, like Jim
Zimmerman. I had Gail for hum
semester I took this course.
ed the human body in detail the
min
exa
We
tor.
ruc
lish composition
inst
ry
rato
labo
Hinkel my second semester Eng
yne
Jola
to
it
cred
e
giv
to
rt stories become real. I
Finally, I would like
eloquent manner of making sho
and
atic
n
rism
cha
a
h
suc
had
teacher. She
ning” by William Faulkner. Eve
about the short story “Barn Bur
ing
talk
per
her
pro
er
the
emb
ed
rem
add
lly
and
especia
of excitement
at depressing, she made it full
though the topic was somewh
ally (did) small little skits and
actu
We
s.
clas
the
in
n
attentio
e
feeling and nuances to keep our
eriences at Casper College wer
exp
racters in the story. My
cha
the
of
ts
par
the
of
e
som
acted out
alive.
forgotten for as long as I am
my
memorable and will never be
re degrees and studies. Since
futu
for
nt
poi
off
g
the jumpin
versity
Uni
the
from
rees
Casper College deﬁnitely was
deg
e
enc
Sci
r of
on and received two Bachelo
other one
Casper College days, I went
tomology/soil science) and the
(en
ture
icul
agr
of
ege
coll
the
in
was
One
.
ing
om
Wy
of
(earth science/geology).
was in the college of education
iod of time until I received
cial education teacher for a per
spe
a
and
her
ved to
teac
a
was
I
After that
te University. I eventually mo
cation from South Dakota Sta
edu
ree in
in
deg
ree
s
deg
ter’
s
ter’
mas
mas
ond
rst
sec
ﬁ
my
odd jobs plus started my
of
ber
num
a
ked
wor
I
s
re
. I worked at NAU plu the
Flagstaff, Arizona. whe
at Northern Arizona University
g
nin
plan
blic
t/pu
men
age
business man
knocked again and I began new
degree. After this, opportunity
this
ived
rece
ratory
I
il
unt
ff
gsta
Fla
City of
Corporation) as a certiﬁed labo
an Earth and Environmental
the
on
,
xico
Me
New
,
employment at AMEC (Americ
cho
Ran
Mexico. I currently live in Rio
third and
technician in Albuquerque, New
present time plus started my
the
at
e
her
g
kin
wor
still
am
I
ue.
erq
erations
uqu
/op
Alb
of
ion
trat
side
inis
northwest
is in public adm
University of New Mexico. It
the
lege
from
Col
ree
per
deg
Cas
s
ter’
how
mas
see
nal
can
ﬁ
. So you
engineering mixed in with this
management with some civil
.
was the start for everything else
. WEINBERG (’71)

J.D

2

First CC Wrestler Checks in

Hi there.
My name is Jim Wagner. I live in Sout
hern Shores, N.C. I graduated from
CC in June of 1955. I am an old suck
NCHS in 1953. I was born and raise
er. I graduated from
d in Casper. My father owned Wagner
Auto Parts at 548 East A St. I married
in 1956. I graduated from the Universit
Kathryn Atwood of Casper
y of Denver in 1957. I worked for A.
J. Pettrini and company in Casper for
Wyoming Corporation, and then the
three years, then the
Wyoming National Bank. We have three
sons all born in Casper. We moved to
1963 and I worked for the Atomic Ener
Grand Junction, Colo in
gy Commission, transferring to the Was
hington D.C. ofﬁce in 1964. We lived
2002 when we moved to the Outer Ban
in Rockville, Md. until
ks of N.C. A lot of water has ﬂown over
the dam these past 55 years since I grad
was in the last class to graduate from
uated from CC. I
the third ﬂoor of NCHS where Casp
er College ﬁrst started before they built
I was, in 1954, the ﬁrst wrestler, and
their current facility.
in fact the ﬁrst wrestling coach (dua
l capacity) that Casper College had.
championship for Wyoming the year
I had won the state
before at NCHS and was voted the outs
tanding wrestler there in 1953. CC gave
to start and be the coach of the team
me a small scholarship
. I think we had ﬁve wrestlers. I trave
led with Dean Maurice Grifﬁth to Gran
wrestle in a dual meet with the Gran
d Junction in 1954 to
d Junction Junior College team. I wres
tled a man by the name of “Beetle Bail
team members was Boyd Strain. I don’
ey.” One of the other CC
t remember the other ones, but it seem
s like there were only four of us. I weig
weighed 165. He beat me, but not too
hed 135, but “Beatle”
badly. Later they had a full-time wres
tling coach, Jerry Quinlan, an old NCH
the University of Denver and took four
S friend. I wrestled for
th in the Skyline conference my seni
or year. I once refereed a match at CC
University of Denver. That was the last
after I returned from the
connection I had to wrestling.
I have many fond memories from Casp
er College and still remember many
of my classmates that were there whe
I’m old but still kickin.’ We have three
n I was.
wonderful daughters-in-law and 11 spec
ial grandchildren. My wife’s mother
96 years young and we get “home” ever
still lives in Casper at
y once in awhile. I still have some good
friends living in Casper.
Take care. Sorry to be so long-winded,
but you said, “drop us a note and brin
g us up to date.” You didn’t know wha
Actually, I left a lot out in the interest
t you were asking, eh?
of not boring you totally to death.
Go to www.resortrealty.com and click
on agents and ﬁnd my picture and my
“background,” although limited, desc
there trying to ﬁnd out “what I want
ription. I’m still in
to be.”

JIM WAGNER (’55)

r y Lane
o
m
e
M
g
new
n
i
y
o
to read the
Enj
urse, excite d

y I was, of co
onderful.
il came to da
llege were w
a
o
m
C
e
er
th
sp
n
a
C
he
W
two years at
ewald. I
otprints. My
avalli Schoen
Fo
C
f
a
o
Le
n
cle was full
io
by
it
e
ed
ent. Her arti
an articl
d
u
e
st
se
g
to
in
o
se
tg
ri
ou
surp
rbison (who
r as a very
Imag ine my
ilek, Mike He
M
remember he
t
r.
M
bu
,
l
n
el
to
w
g
r
in
he
roy Strausner
ja, Mr. Penn
d idn’t know
– Mr. Schwed
vin Stoner, Le
st
Ke
,
pa
n
r
so
u
o
er
d
m
n
o
’t eno ug h,
sta A
of names fr
librar y), D’e
. If that wasn
e
ad
th
d
y
at
m
er
f
o
th
my mo
close friend
to Lea is an
worked w ith
nd ing next
y, who was a
a
le
st
A
–
im
k
T
o
r.
bo
D
ar
f.
f all,
s fro m the ye
lost track o
and, most o
the Coquette
I have since
f
o
ho
w
to
,
o
er
ph
lv
e
th
Nancy Kingso
go o d work.
I remember
aculty brat,”
keep up the
“f
e;
w
n
o
ll
La
fe
ry
d
o
n
Sense (’72)
n Mem
o ld friend a
Kathy Trenam
to walk dow
y
it
n
u
rt
o
pp
the o
Thanks for

1957

Alumni News

2011

Highlights
from the
Annual
Alumni
Banquet

4.

1.

3.

2.

5.

6.

1. Marialyce Tobin and Dick
Sedar. 2. Charlotte Babcock (’49)
and Patty Goble (’80). 3. Doug
Moffat (’70) and Dan Goble
(’80). 4. Gobles with Paulann
Doane. 5. Gobles with family and
friends. 6. Leslie Bromley (’99)
peruses auction items.

Where in the World Would You Like to Go?

We want to hear from you about alumni travel opportunities and whether you
would enjoy seeing the world with others from the Casper College community
while learning from experts from our campus and partner institutions. Please take
a moment to participate in a survey about the types of travel in which you might be
interested. You need the Internet for this one.
Go to www.surveymonkey.com/s/PDFDNDL. It’s quick and fun, and it
may help get you to new places.

Alumni Association Provides President Nolte
with Additional Grant Money
Thanks to the generosity of our alums, the
alumni association is doing even more to
support Casper College. Last spring, the Casper
College Alumni Association Board of Directors
voted to provide $5,000 to Casper College for
institutional requests made to the president’s
office.

Historic Photos
Return to CC
Margaret Glover Ruvalcaba (’70) and
her husband, Esteban, stopped by the alumni
office this summer to donate some photographs
taken by Norm Weiss, former physical science
instructor, that had been owned by her mother,
Evelyn Glover.
Margaret earned an
AA in French from
CC. She grew up on
campus because her
mother was a CC
faculty member. She
and Esteban now
reside in Columbia,
Missouri.

Margaret is pictured with her mother, about to buy tickets to a CC
theatre production.

The CC Alumni Association Board of
Directors has been a careful steward of the
funds donated by its members and is now in
the position to share additional funds with
the college. President Walter Nolte is using
the same process used for innovation grants,
however the alumni funds can be used for much
broader purposes.
It is the intention of the alumni board to
annually review the resources available for this
financial support with the hope that this can
be an ongoing and increasing commitment to
support the college’s learning environment.

NURSES Were you here
in 1989, 1994,
1999, 2000,
or 2001?
Casper College’s H.E. Stuckenhoff
Department of Nursing is seeking assistance
in locating pictures of their graduating classes
from the following years: 1989, 1994, 1999,
2000, and 2001. If the person supplying the
picture would also help them identify the
graduates in the pictures, it would be greatly
appreciated. They are hanging up the pictures in
the halls of the Saunders Health Science Center,
but need to fill the holes in their scrapbook.
If you have any information for them, please
contact the Nursing Director, Kelly Politte, at
kpolitte@caspercollege.edu or 307-267-2717.
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Campus News
Wellness Center Celebrates 25
The Casper College Fitness/Wellness
Center celebrated its 25th anniversary on
June 8 with an early-morning celebration and
congratulations to Lori Bower, fitness center
assistant for her 25 years of service. According
to Jean Wheatley, in 1989 Lloyd Loftin, Ph.D.,
then college president, “gave permission to
renovate the old auto and welding shop, located

1972

in the Saunders Health Science Center parking
lot.” Wheatley, who served the college in both
physical education and athletics from 1965 to
1993, noted that the fitness/wellness center had
over 400 register the first semester. The fitness/
wellness center moved to its current home in
the Erickson Thunderbird Gymnasium in 2000.

Students and Faculty
Travel to Kenya
In mid July 2011, 23 people traveled to Kenya to help in
the construction of a dining hall at the Mburu Gichua Primary
School located in a small village outside Nairobi. The dining
hall was the vision of Todd Milliken who worked with Casper
College, the Casper College Foundation, the University of
Wyoming/Casper College Center and others for more than
two years to see the dream become a reality.
The service-learning project encompassed more than 500
hours of manpower and resulted not only in the completion
of the Milliken Dining Hall, but the transformation of those
involved in the project. Four hundred plus children are now
receiving a daily lunch, often their only meal.
Several Casper College and University of Wyoming/Casper
College Center students joined Milliken, Lesley Travers,
Ph.D., dean of the school of business and industry at Casper
College, Mark Steinle, Ph.D., Casper College construction
and welding instructor, and John Kambutu, Ph.D., associate
professor, educational studies at the UW/CC Center.

“Dee” Book Receives Recognition
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“Dee and the Mammoth,” written by
Gene Gagliano and illustrated by Zachary Pullen
was chosen as the Book of the Year by the
Wyoming State Library and represented the state
of Wyoming at the National Book Festival on
the National Mall in Washington, D.C. this past
September. As part of the publicity, Wyoming

Governor Matt Mead’s two children, Mary and
Pete Mead, were photographed with the book
and featured in the display at the National Mall.
In addition, the book was also awarded the 2011
Historical Book Award, fiction, from the Wyoming
State Historical Society in September.

Theatre Named after Long-time Director
The Black Box Theatre has been
renamed in honor of the long-time theatre
director Tom Empey as the Thomas H. Empey
Studio Theatre. Empey, who is considered
the architect of the college’s current theatre
and dance program, retired in June of 2010.
The renaming of the Black Box Theatre was
suggested by the Casper College Foundation
Board of Directors and the Casper College
Theatre Advisory Board. The Casper College
District Board approved the new name during its
July 2011 board meeting.
Empey was on hand for the September 29
dedication, which featured the unveiling of the
new interior and exterior signs, a portrait of
Empey in the Krampert Theatre Complex south
lobby, and the design of the bronze plaque
commemorating the dedication.

StateUniversity.com Ranks Casper College 25TH
Among U.S. Community Colleges
Casper College is the 25th best
community college in the nation and
the best in Wyoming, according to the
third annual college rankings from
StateUniversity.com.
The results are published at StateUniversity.
com, a leading website for college and
university information, in its recent rankings
of 2000 U.S. public and private educational
institutions. This new ranking system is based
on statistical analysis and comparison of
student/faculty ratio, student retention, test
scores and other critical factors. The website

also provides Top 500 ranking lists on data
points including faculty salaries, SAT scores,
student debt, top schools by state, and many
other criteria.
Casper College and Utah’s Mountainland
Applied Technology College were the only two
community colleges in the Rocky Mountain
region to be named in the top 25.
This ranking differs greatly from others
as it is based purely on a mathematical
computation and comparison of key statistics;
no peer evaluations and/or surveys are taken

into account. StateUniversity.com uses many
different measures in determining the rank of a
particular school. The most important factors
are a school’s ACT/SAT scores, its
student retention, faculty
salary, and student/
faculty ratio. The
complete Top 2,000
college ranking is
available online at
www.stateuniversity.
com/rank/score_rank.

Nolte Named Pacesetter

Casper College President Walter
Nolte has been awarded the National Council
for Marketing and Public Relations District 4
Pacesetter of the Year award for 2011.
The Pacesetter of the Year Award recognizes
a community college president or CEO who has
demonstrated special leadership and support
in marketing and public relations. District 4 is
composed of colleges in Arkansas, Colorado,
New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, and Wyoming.
“President Nolte has served Casper College
and the State of Wyoming well during his tenure
as president,” wrote former Wyoming Governor
Dave Freudenthal in his letter of support.
“While his contributions to the institution and
state are numerous, I am especially impressed
by the leadership he exhibited with the state

legislature and my office that resulted in $10
million in funding for the Gateway (Building)
project. In addition to attaining construction
funding, President Nolte has been responsible
for the development of 25 new programs that
are responsive to economic and workforce
needs, including robotics and renewable
energy technology. His efforts, and the Gateway
(Building) itself, will have a positive impact on
the state and its residents for years to come.”
Nolte is now a nominee for the national
Pacesetter of the Year, which will be awarded
during the NCMPR’s national conference
in March 2012. The national winner will be
selected from the seven district winners.
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An Inside Look
A mini-tour of Casper College’s new front door

The Casper College Gateway Building opened in early
August, the first of five new buildings in the campus master
plan to be completed. Offices and labs from several areas
of campus have been relocated to the Gateway Building,
relieving some pressure for classroom and lab spaces in
academic areas.

1

The Liesinger Administration Building, which previously
housed many of the student services and administrative
offices that are now in the Gateway, has been renamed
Liesinger Hall and is being converted to additional classrooms
and labs. The Gateway Building faces Casper Mountain
Road and essentially shifts the “front door” of campus up
the hill and away from the residential neighborhood along
College Drive.

2

st

1
8

st

Floor

• Faculty offices
• Labs/classrooms/offices for
electronics, robotics,
GIS, and drafting/design
• Entrance from (soon to be
upgraded) walkway and
Milliken Plaza

nd

2

nd

Floor

• Classrooms
• Conference Center
• Teaching kitchen
• Lobby/reception area
• Outdoor patio

John Haass Sr. and John Haass Jr. (’03)

Haass Building Legacy Continues
John Haass helped build the Gateway Building,
completed earlier this year. John Haass also
helped build the Werner Agriculture Pavilion in
1979. John Haass also helped build the Liesinger
Administration Building in 1954. Has this
man found a Fountain of Youth while digging
foundations?

3

3

rd

4
rd

Floor

4

th

• Enrollment Services
• Student Success
• Gateway Café
• Boardroom
• Accounting/Financial Management
• President’s office,
Foundation and Alumni

Floor

• Continuing Education
• Vice presidents
• Human Resources
• Public Relations
• Meeting room

th

Actually, three generations of construction bosses sharing the
same name have had a hand in these three buildings, plus no
less than a dozen other major renovation and new construction
projects at Casper College over the past 57 years.
The construction of the Gateway Building was overseen by
the youngest John, a 2003 construction technology graduate
of Casper College. As the second largest building on campus,
it was no small feat for him in his role as construction
superintendent for general contractor AP Wyoming. “When it
was go time, I worked 6 (a.m.) to 6 (p.m.) on most days, but
often had to come in at 4:30 or 5 in the morning to get ready
for concrete. He quips that as a single guy, he’s “married to the
Gateway Building.”
The three generations of Haass men have ties to Casper
College beyond bricks and mortar. Their family tree casts a big
shadow at Casper College. The brother of the eldest John Haass
was Herbert, a 1948 graduate and one of the early instructors
while CC was located on the third ﬂoor of Natrona County High
School. The “John Haass in the middle” has as siblings CC
alums Susan (’68), Thomas (’72), Patricia (’73), Matthew (’79),
and Nathan (’80), as well as cousins James (’76) and Michele
(’85).
The youngest John traces his interest in the field back to some
of the earlier projects in the family business, Haass Construction,
run by his mother Colleen. As a child, John went to work daily
with his dad during the summer to help with the construction of
the campus bell tower. His dad gave him the honorary title of
“Chief Shoveler.” After graduating from Casper College in 2003,
John transferred to Colorado State University where he received a
B.S. in construction management.
After the last loose ends of the Gateway Building project
are tied up, young John won’t be going too far away. He is
overseeing the Early Childhood Learning Center construction, and
will begin next year as superintendent for the construction of the
new building to house the student center and the University of
Wyoming/Casper College Center.

The new Casper College
Residence Hall was officially
dedicated on Sept. 9, 2011.

All attendees of the ceremony were given a pair of
scissors and asked to join in the cutting of the 150-foot
ribbon. Among those speaking at the dedication ceremony
was CC student Laurel Prusak, a sophomore from
Clearmont, Wyo. who is serving as one of the resident
assistants in the new building. The following is the text of
her speech.
“I want to ask you to come with me on a little journey through time.
Let us take a walk looking back at the dorms in the year 2010. What
does it look like, what do you see?
I see waking up in a small cozy room (a few) feet from my roommate.
I see taking showers in ﬂip ﬂops, going to a water fountain to ﬁll my
water bottle, and, doing dishes in the public restroom, not to mention
waiting for the washer and dryers to get empty so I could do my
own laundry. At any rate, it also meant getting away from home
and having my own space, meeting lifelong friends, and of
course having a mini fridge, ramen noodles and a shelf full
of $5 movies from Wal-mart. Let us not forget living (a few)
feet from the cafeteria. Not too shabby right?
Now let’s take a walk through the dorms in the year 2011.
We now have a multipurpose room that can be used for fun activities
and allows all residents to get together for ﬂoor meetings, game nights,
and presentations. Each room – this is key – each room is equipped
with its own bathroom, shower and sink. This means no more having
to wear ﬂip ﬂops or doing your dishes in the public restroom! Laundry
rooms can be found on each ﬂoor this year, meaning no waiting in line.
What about the mini fridge and mounds of ramen noodles? Yes, yes we
still have those – we are still poor college kids. But the new addition of
the game room which is soon to come has caused the growing shelf
of $5 movies to be sustained. Well, what about that extra walk to the
cafeteria? No need! There are two full size kitchens on each ﬂoor.
Now just look how far we have come in the last year.
So, how are these changes going to affect the college experience?
We now have 370 some students living under one roof. This alone
will teach us to work together and socialize. More importantly, this
builds a community. Now I don’t know if you have ever “googled” the
word community before, but there are a lot of different deﬁnitions (and
a TV show called “Community” – who knew?) Nevertheless the most
common deﬁnition of community is “A group of people living together
in one place, especially one practicing common ownership”
This is of course exactly what we are doing. Each student owns
a piece of this building (scary to think about, I know) but by living
together, having common goals, and paying the housing fee, we all
have ownership of this residence hall. We all had the choice to move
into the residence hall, yet, we had no idea the endless amount of
blessings there would be to come from this new community. We
will each walk away from this
experience with more memories,
friends, and an appreciation of
CC student
all the hard work put into this
Laurel
residence hall.
Prusak
speaking
Looking back on the last year,
at the
we have come so far! I can only
dedication
imagine what the future has to
ceremony.
hold for Casper College.”

A New Hall on the Hill
A mini-tour of Casper College’s home away from home
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A campaign to support student learning through
enhanced facilities at Casper College
Casper College Foundation President
John Jorgensen, and Foundation Vice
President George Bryce, announced a major
new fundraising campaign on Monday,
Nov. 14 at Casper College. The Campus…
Community…Vision campaign of the Casper
College Foundation is set to raise approximately
$10 million.
“Thanks to community and state support,
$87,350,000 of the necessary funds have been
raised, but participation from friends of the
college is needed to complete the newest and
most exciting phase of campus expansion in
years,” said Jorgensen.
Of the $10 million needed from private
sources, $4 million is already committed,
leaving $6 million to be raised. These funds will
allow the college to complete the final phase of
financing for the master plan, which includes
the Gateway Building, Residence Hall, Early
Childhood Learning Center, Music Building,
Casper College Student Union/UW-CC Center
building, and the Campus Plaza. Additionally,
the space vacated in the former Liesinger
Administration Building (now known as
Liesinger Hall) by offices moving into the new
structures, will be rejuvenated to the highest
technical standards available to better serve the
educational needs of students in the classroom.
According to Bryce, a tax opportunity also
exists for the 2011 tax year. “In the past, those
individuals with medium-to-high income levels
would lose part of their charitable deductions.
For the 2011 tax year, people will not lose
the deductibility of their donations due to
an abnormality in the tax laws for this year.
Of course, we strongly encourage everyone
to consult with their tax advisor as soon as
possible.”

To donate, or for more
information contact
Paulann Doane, Casper College
Foundation executive director
at 307-268-2684 or
pdoane@caspercollege.edu.
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6%

Plaza
$6,000,000

Construction Costs
Totaling $97,350,000

24%

Residence Hall
$23,500,000

33%

60%

Student Union/UW-CC
$32,000,000

19%

Community
Opportunities
$6,000,000

40%

Committed Funds
as of Nov. 1, 2011
$4,000,000

Gateway Building
$18,250,000

Private Support
Required

16%

Totaling
$10,000,000

Music Building
$16,000,000

2%

Early Childhood Learning Center
$1,600,000

unity

and soon…
New Student Union
and UW/CC Center
Building

Sources of Revenue
Totaling $97,350,000

10%
9%

Private Gifts CC Foundation
$10,000,000

34%

Casper College
$8,650,000

General Obligation Bond
$32,600,000

8%

State of Wyoming
$8,000,000

16%

University of Wyoming
$16,000,000

A brand new
Music Building

23%

Revenue Bond
$22,100,000

Watch it happen! Casper
College will continue to be
alive and kickin’ in 2012! Join
in the fun – We will!

I was thinking about the 2011
alumni banquet and revisiting
Casper College, etc., when I thought
readers of Footprints might find
some of my musings interesting
because, in the clear vision of
hindsight, my year at Casper
College was, in some respects at
least, one of the worst of my life!

Now, if you’ll allow me to elaborate, I don’t
mean this to be disrespectful in any way and,
indeed, it wasn’t really “bad,” just “tough.” But
let me continue and I’ll tell you why, in fact, I
appreciated that very tough year.
Truly, I’ve led a good life and have been
very fortunate, so maybe this is what makes
the school year of 1973-1974 stand out for
me. Of course, I certainly never lacked good
food at the school cafeteria, nor did I lack good
accommodations, due, of course, to the fine

by Drew Bryant (’74)

When
Wrong
is Right

.

dormitories of both Morad and Bailey Halls
where I resided, and, naturally, it was all very
exciting setting out on a new life path.
To begin with, however, it was my first year
living away from home (over 700 miles away)
and it was an entirely different country! While
the cultures of the USA and Canada have many
similarities, there were some fairly significant
differences I found, and the people there
seemed to think about some things that never
occurred to us in the small Canadian farming
community of only about 1,000 people where I
had grown up.
For instance, I discovered that to American
boys the color pink seemed to be a lightning
rod since it was considered to be for girls only
(at least back in that day! Has it changed?) What
happened was that one of my college chums
came up to my dorm room for a beer one
evening and, upon noticing that my spray can of
underarm deodorant on the dresser had a pink
cap atop it, he immediately began to question
me as to whether or not I played football in high
school and other such questions which seemed
quite out of context! I soon realized he was
trying to qualify me as to whether or not I was
actually “manly” or that maybe I “swung the
other way!” His concern only increased when
I told him that neither I nor any of my friends
played football in high school (I guess I forgot
to include the fact that football was not even
played at any of the high schools in my region
because basketball and volleyball were the big
inter-varsity sports!)
But that wasn’t what made Casper College my
toughest year!
Secondly, you see, Casper, Wyoming was
where I first kissed a girl ... ever! It was a
romantic setting, by moonlight, in a grassy
public park, under a shady tree, but things
started to go wrong very soon thereafter. It had
taken me two weeks to get up the nerve to kiss
her, full on the mouth as I did ... and then she
never kissed me back! She was so beautiful ...
a music major (like me) played the French horn
(like me) and sat right beside me in several
classes
almost
every
day! But
sorrow
was me
that year!
For that
whole
term,
I had
neither
eyes nor
special
Drew Bryant (’74)

feelings for any
others of the female
species, and it
turned out, after all
was said and done,
she just didn’t care
for me much at
all. In the end, she
became dismissive
of me, ignoring
me, and even
worse. (Don’t get
me wrong, though,
I harbor no ill feelings toward the girl – never
did! That was just life, wasn’t it? People fall in
love with people who don’t love them back –
happens all the time. I already understood that
at the tender age of 18.)
So that wasn’t what made Casper College my
toughest year either!
The biggest problem of all was that I was
simply in the wrong field of study!
So, ... what was I doing enrolled in the
music program? Well, it’s all a bit complicated,
but in the interest of brevity I will only say
that I may not have opted for post secondary
education at all but for the fact that an inﬂuential
professor and brass instructor in the music
department, Edmund Marty, had offered me a
tuition scholarship to attend Casper College. I
suppose I must have been an OK horn player
but in perfect hindsight once again, I was really
just a hobbyist at music. By that I mean that I
didn’t care for performing all the time, having
to be at a set time and place, and having to
feel creative, passionate, and expressive about
it. In particular, I absolutely detested having to
perform solo in front of people! That was the
worst ... and it arose several times. What a thing
for a music major! Though I loved music, from
classical to country to pop, it was definitely not
for me as a profession. That just took all the fun
out of it!
OK, you might ask, “So what’s the point of
my story?”
Actually, I have very fond memories of Casper
College and, indeed, there was a silver lining to
the cloud. Let me tell you the outcome.
I saw the entire year through, taking only
music courses (no math, no English, etc.)
while I sorted out my thoughts. In the end, I
concluded I just wanted to go to work, start
making money, and really begin finding my
place in the world. I never returned to Casper
College. I enrolled very brieﬂy the next fall at
California State University in Hayward, Calif.,
thinking that I maybe just needed a change of
venue, but dropped that after only about a week.
I then returned to the glass manufacturing plant

Drew Bryant, lower row, fourth
from the left

in Alberta where I had gotten my first summer
job and enjoyed it so much.
After spending about five years at The
Dominion Glass Co., working my way up
through the ranks slowly, I got the opportunity
to take an apprenticeship in that plant in the
field of industrial instrumentation and process
controls. Well, it turned out that that trade really
suited me. It was an engineering discipline,
requiring good algebra and trigonometry
skills (which I had) but it was good hands-on
technical, fabrication, and maintenance work
too. I eventually excelled over my colleagues in
one particular area of the profession though – I
was skilled at something called “loop tuning.”
Loop tuning is where the engineer or technician
“tunes” a control loop, such as a temperature
control process, to work as quickly, smoothly,
and efficiently as possible (in order to make the
production process as efficient and profitable as
possible for the company).
After several years in my trade I began to
realize I understood certain things about timing,
interrelationships, and, specifically, resonance
and tuning, because I had studied music!
After 20 years in industrial instrumentation,
both in technical and sales, I retired at age 45
to simply manage our investments. Now, don’t
misunderstand, I’m NOT Warren Buffet. My wife
and I are not even as wealthy as many others
our age who have built up rather large savings
and investment accounts. What has happened,
however, is that we have attained a life of almost
100 percent leisure, traveling annually between
our summer home in British Columbia and our
winter home in Arizona, and visiting our four
sons and eight grandchildren in between trips.
The reason I feel I have had success in my
investment career, watching for market highs
and lows on which to capitalize, is because of
my insight into cycles, progressions, and how
people perceive them. Why? Again, I attribute it
to the things I learned while studying music!
So my punch line is this – when it comes to
education, even when it’s wrong, it’s right!
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Notes from T-Bird Camp

What a “Fall”

by

William Landen (’76)

With their veteran coach sidelined, T-Birds spur
to the top in the Central Rocky Mountain Region

Tom Parker has bucked out a pen of practice
bulls hundreds of times.
Most often, when the bull throws a cowboy he
wants to get away down the arena. This time, the
bull huffed and puffed and showed a little fight.
Parker and the rest of the Casper College rodeo
team thought that would be it.
“I can remember riding away from the
bull and turns out he wasn’t bluffing,” Parker
remembers. The bull came up under the back of
Parker’s horse, the horse blew and Parker went
down, but not before some painful contact with
the saddle horn and nine feet of air before the
arena dirt.
That was good enough to fracture a pelvis
and break a hand, and send Parker to several
consecutive days of breakfast in bed. From
the hospital room he talked about a fall to
remember.
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“I probably got a little complacent,” he says.
“It’s stuff I’ve done forever. I just wasn’t as
careful as I should have been. The guys told
me that (his horse) Dunny did everything in his
power not to step on me.”
For the past 21 years Parker has been right in
front of the chutes when his red-vested cowboys
and cowgirls nodded their heads. He had never
missed a rodeo. Even then he only missed one.
Two weeks after his injury Parker showed
up at the Laramie County rodeo and received
a big ovation. He had a 50-yard line seat
in the bleachers as he watched his talented
Thunderbird contingent overhaul the University
of Wyoming and claim first place in the team
standings heading into the winter break. The
rodeo season resumes in late March 2012 with
five more rodeos in the spring.

Parker wasn’t going to sit this one out. Laid
up for the Lamar rodeo two weeks earlier, he
relied on constant updates from Assistant Coach
Kelly Timberman and Student Assistant Megan
Schrock to keep him posted. The T-Birds won
that rodeo behind their powerful rough stock
contingent, led by Chance Madsen (Pine Bluffs,
Wyo.), Justin Moldaschel (Casper) and JR
Vezain (Cowley, Wyo.).
Then, with Parker watching, Casper had its
best rodeo of the fall, racking up 600-plus
points in Cheyenne. Riley Krassin (Lander,
Wyo.) picked up points in the steer wrestling,
Brayden Huxtable (Douglas, Wyo.) won a go
around in the team roping, and Parker’s amazing
bareback riders strutted their stuff again.
(L to R) Justin
Moldaschel,
JR Vezain, and
Chance Madsen

Mark your calendars!
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“It’s not very often you can put together that
many good riders in one event,” Parker says.
“We are very fortunate to have these guys. And
the thing is, there are four freshmen right behind
them waiting to be just as good.”
Timberman, of course, is a big reason. The
2004 Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association
World Champion, the Mills, Wyo. native has
been a big help to Parker, particularly on the
recruiting front. You can’t blame the young
guns from wanting to hang with one of the best
bareback riders ever.
After five fall rodeos, Casper sits 1-2-3 in
the bareback riding event (Moldaschel leads
the region). At Cheyenne, seven of the top
10 in the event were Thunderbirds. Vezain,
incidentally, is the defending national bareback
riding champion. He transferred to Casper for
his sophomore season after rodeoing in Texas a
year ago.
Last year Casper College spurred its way to a
top 10 finish at the College National Finals and
had a legitimate shot at the national team title
until the short go around. All but one member
of that team is back this season. “This is as
deep and talented as we have ever been,” Parker
admits.
With a coach on the mend and a Thunderbird
contingent working on the weights and books,
next spring should be fun.
The College National Finals runs the second
week in June. God willing and the creek don’t
rise, fans will see Parker in front of the chutes
and his red-vested cowboys coming out.

Jan. 7
Jan. 11
Jan. 14
Jan. 17
Jan. 18
Jan. 21
Jan. 25
Jan. 27
Feb. 1
Feb. 4
Feb. 8
Feb. 11
Feb. 15
Feb. 18
Feb. 22
Feb. 25
Feb. 28
Mar. 3
Mar. 8-13
Mar. 9-13
Mar. 20-24
Mar. 20-24

Dawson College (W/M)
Miles College (W/M)
Northwest College (W/M)
Eastern Wyoming College (W/M)
Little Big Horn College (W/M)
Gillette College (W/M)
Sheridan College (W/M)
Western Nebraska CC (W/M)
Western Wyoming College (W/M)
CWC (W/M) (Homecoming)
Dawson CC (W/M)
Miles CC (W/M)
Northwest College (W/M)
Little Big Horn College (W/M)
Gillette College (W/M)
Sheridan College (W/M)
Eastern Wyoming College (W/M)
Western Nebraska CC (W/M)
Region IX Tournament (W)
Region IX Tournament (M)
National Tournament (W)
National Tournament (M)

Casper, WY
Miles City, MT
Powell, WY
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Gillette, WY
Casper, WY
Scottsbluff, NE
Rock Springs, WY
Casper, WY
Glendive, MT
Casper, WY
Casper, WY
Crow Agency, MT
Casper, WY
Sheridan, WY
Torrington, WY
Casper, WY
TBA
TBA
Salina, KS
Hutchinson, KS

3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
3/5 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
6/8 p.m.
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

Rodeo
Mar. 16-18
Mar. 30- April 1
April 5-7
April 20-22
April 27-29

Gillette College
Colorado State University
Eastern Wyoming College
Ropin’ & Riggin’ Days Rodeo
University of Wyoming

Gillette, WY
Ft. Collins, CO
Torrington, WY
Casper, WY
Laramie, WY

www.caspercollege.edu/athletics
www.cctbirds/com

Totally Outstanding
Alumni Scholarship Winners

The Casper College Alumni Association has announced the recipients for
the Casper College Alumni Association Outstanding Student Scholarship.
Two nontraditional-age and one traditional-age student were awarded the
Outstanding Student Scholarship for the 2011-2012 school year.
Lisa Bickels is a nontraditional nursing
student at Casper College who is also working
on her Bachelor of Science degree in nursing
through the University of Wyoming /Casper
College Center. Bickels is a United States
Marine veteran who served four years of active
duty. It was during this
time in Bickels life
that she recognized a
correlation between
improving one’s
quality of life and
proper exercise and
nutrition.
“As my service
within
the U.S. Marine
Lisa Bickels
Corps came to term,
I made the decision to continue as a reservist,
which allowed me the opportunity to pursue a
career in the health and fitness industry as a
licensed nutritionist and exercise specialist.”
Bickels has improved the lives of many
people by helping them reach their fitness and
nutritional goals. Her philosophy of practicing
what she preaches has also allowed her to reach
professional athlete status in the International
Federation of Body Builders (IFBB).
“I believe my pursuit into nursing is the next
step in a rewarding career of assisting others as
they strive to improve and maintain their overall
health and well being.”
Bickels is currently sustaining a 4.0 GPA
while she works as a personal trainer at Lifetime
Health and Fitness. With what little free time she
has, Bickels enjoys training herself and traveling
with friends.
“The (nursing) program and its faculty have
successfully guided me towards my goals…
I don’t think I’ve been busier in my life it’s
definitely intense, but it can be done.”
Kristina Dickinson is an elementary
education major with plans to keep her talents
local after she graduates.
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“I would love to get hired right here in
Casper and give back to my hometown and
community.”
Many people who choose to become
educators credit their motivation back to one
or more special teachers who made lasting
impressions.
Dickinson’s source
of inspiration is no
exception. What is
exceptional though
is her passion
and dedication to
becoming a great
teacher someday.
“I have had
Kristina Dickinson
many wonderful
teachers who truly made a difference in my life
and encouraged me to always try harder and be
better, and that’s exactly what I want to do in
return.”
Dickinson believes that good teachers are the
backbone of a successful society and hopes to
work with children with special needs after she
has completed a master’s degree in education.
In her time away from school, Dickinson
enjoys the outdoors and spending time with her
family.
Danielle Hockett is an extremely talented
vocalist and traditional music education student.
Hockett’s love of music and singing lie at the
core of her ambitions to create, inspire, and
achieve musical greatness.
“When I am singing, I feel like I belong, I feel
right. I feel as if I’m soaring above the clouds,
unstoppable.”
In the sixth grade, Hockett began her
classical voice training and came into Casper
College with an impressive skill set and a
strong background in opera. However, Hockett
recognized the need to expand her musical
horizons in order to reach her goals.
“I never really heard jazz before coming to
Casper College.”

That quickly changed though as Hockett has
become one of Pat Patton’s top soloists for his
jazz choir, the Casper College Contemporary
Singers.
Hockett has a master’s degree in her sights
as well as a career in professional vocal
performance after which she would enjoy
sharing her love of music through teaching.
“I hope to one day inspire even one child
through music,
the way music has
inspired me.”
Most of Hockett’s
free time is spent
practicing for four
different choirs,
voice lessons, and
an opera workshop.
When she does
Danielle Hockett have a moment of
zero commitments,
Hockett enjoys relaxing with friends, reading a
good book, or doing pretty much anything that
can give her voice a break.

“The Alumni Association
Outstanding Student Scholarship
recognizes high academic
achievement, leadership qualities,
and community involvement,
with academic achievement the
highest selection criteria for
the scholarship,” said alumni
coordinator, Linda Nix.
For more information about the
Casper College Alumni Association
Outstanding Student Scholarship
and other scholarships available
at Casper College log onto www.
caspercollege.edu/financial_aid/
scholarships.

Faculty & Staff Notes
Kelsee Miller (’95), Casper College
Adult Basic Education/GED instructor, recently
received the 2011 Award of Excellence for the
state of Wyoming from the Mountain Plains
Adult Education Association. The award is
given to honor an individual who has made
significant contributions to the advancement of
adult education at the state or local level. The
award was presented to Miller during a joint
conference of the Commission of Adult Basic
Education and Mountain Plains Adult Education
Association held recently in San Francisco.
Lance D. Jones was named as a Fellow
by The Memorial Library, a private institution
in New York City founded by Auschwitz
survivor Olga Lengyal to promote Holocaust

Lance Jones (near center, blue shirt,
middle row) with cohort from the
Memorial Library briefing from the
United Nations Office of the Special
Adviser for the Prevention of Genocide.
pedagogy among educators. Jones, director
of campus security, judicial affairs officer and
adjunct instructor for the School of Social
and Behavioral Sciences, attended the 2011
Summer Seminar on Holocaust Education
at The Memorial Library in New York City,
July 5-18. The two-week seminar included
conversations with Holocaust survivors, study
at the Museum of Jewish Heritage, cultural
and religious presentations, and a briefing at
the United Nations from the Office of Special
Advisor for the Prevention of Genocide.
Dave Siemens and his wife Tabitha are the
proud parents of Colson David Lee Siemens,
7.11 lbs, 20.5 inches, born at 11:17 a.m., July
11. Siemens is the distance education technical
coordinator at Casper College.
Mike Moline, Casper College physical
education instructor, married Cherry Yann (’08)
this summer. Cherry is a graduate of the Casper
College Radiography Program.

Jessica Hurless (’02) submitted the
winning bid for Casper College to host the
2014 Phi Rho Pi National Speech and Debate
tournament in Denver, Colo.
Barbara Mueller completed her second
Fulbright Scholar term at Ovidius University in
Constanta, Romania.
Garth Shanklin received the Wyoming
Association Community College Trustee
Leadership Award for Faculty of the Year.
Lori Fichman earned her certification from
the National League for Nursing as a nurse
educator over the summer. She joins three
other certified nurse educators on our campus,
Heather Huber, Heidi Loucks (’98), and Kelly
Politte.
Teresa Wallace, Casper College
counselor, played Linda Loman in the fall
production of Arthur Miller’s Death of a
Salesman. Playing the lead role of Willie Loman
was John Jorgensen, president of the Casper
College
Foundation
Board. The
play was the
first to be
staged since
the Black Box
Theatre was
renamed the
“Thomas H.
Empey Studio
Theatre” on
September
29, 2011.
Grant Wilson, Casper College
communication instructor, has taken a leave of
absence to serve as Laramie County Community
College’s new interim vice president of student
services. A permanent vice president will be
chosen toward the end of the 2012 spring
semester.
Shawn Powell, Ph.D., interim dean for the
Casper College School of Social and Behavioral
Science, has been appointed to the Wyoming
Department of Family Services Advisory Council
by Governor Matt Mead.
Holly Wendt, Ph.D. Casper College
English instructor, will have a short story called
“Rock and Bone” published in the next edition
of Memorius: A Journal of New Verse and
Fiction at: http://memoriousmag.wordpress.com/.
Diana Quealy-Berge (’74), Casper
College addictionology instructor, recently
passed the national Master Addiction Counselor

Examination in order to become a licensed
addictions therapist.
Kelsey Deus, biology instructor and
Werner Wildlife Museum curator, successfully
defended her doctoral dissertation: “Effects
of Immunological Targeting of Two Mosquito
Antigens and Oral Ingestion of Anthelmintic
Drugs of the Yellow Fever Mosquito, Aedes
aegypti (Diptera: Culcidae)” recently. She
presented her dissertation to a host of Colorado
State University faculty, staff and students and
then met with her graduate committee who
signed it without any reservations. Kelsey’s
doctoral research is also being published in two
articles in Acta Tropica, and a third manuscript
was recently accepted for publication in The
Journal of Medical Entomology. The research
presented chronicles the susceptibility of
seven different strains of the Aedes aegypti
mosquito (a major vector of human pathogens)
to ivermectin. It is also the first in the published
literature to find evidence that resistance
to a completely different insecticide
(permethrin) may confer cross-resistance
to ivermectin.
Debra Swedberg (’79), math
department head and math instructor,
has received another master’s degree. In
addition to her bachelor’s in math and a
master‘s in business administration from
the University of Wyoming, she now has
a master’s in math from UW. This past
summer, several years of work and study
culminated with the passing of a final
qualifying exam and a final paper on the subject
of continued fractions.
Will Robinson, biology instructor, had a
paper published in the October 2011 edition of
the Journal of Apicultural Research, volume 50
number 4. His article, entitled: “Observations
on a Repeatedly Absconding Apis andreniformis
colony in northern Thailand.” The Journal
of Apicultural Research is a peer-reviewed
scientific journal published by the International
Bee Research Association. Will’s paper is the
result of his
recent trips
to northern
Thailand
where he
studied
several
species of
bees.
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People & Places
1950s

John Sloan (’56) is retired and living in the
valley of the Arkansas River by Penrose, Colo.
He says he has moved to where there is no
horizontal snow. His daughter is a horse trainer,
so John feeds horses to get out of the house.
While attending Casper College, John was
president of the rodeo club. He later served on
the Casper College District Board of Trustees.
Jeremiah Burridge (’57) was inducted
into the Wyoming Coaches Hall of Fame this
past summer. He is the first junior high school
coach honored
by the Wyoming
Coaches
Association in
this manner.
Jeremiah’s
coaching career
ran from 1949
to 1993, with an
interruption to
serve in the U.S.
Air Force during
the Korean War. He coached Wyoming teams
in Thermopolis, Lander, and Casper. Jeremiah
also served many years on the CC Alumni
Association Board of Directors.

1960s

Judy Knapp Fox (’61) and her husband,
Earl, just celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on September 3, 2011 with a cruise
to New England and Canada.
Dorothy Burger Bullard (’62) is
spending time creating a family history for
her grandchildren. An oral history class
offered through the Casper College Goodstein
Foundation Library helped give her some of the
skills she uses for the project. “By the time you
have the maturity, the wisdom, and the time to
ask about your family history it may be too late,”
she said. She sees her work as a way for her
grandchildren to know her as more than simply
their grandmother. Dorothy’s family owned the
Jackson Street Grocery Store in Casper.
Cheryl (Griffis) Aleman (’65) and Mike
Aleman (’65) left Casper College to attend
Eastern Washington University to finish their
degrees and began teaching in Spokane, Wash.
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Lea Schoenewald (’72) has written a book entitled
“Polished Corners of the Temple Wall.” It is a history of a
boarding school for girls in Laramie called Ivinson Hall, which
operated from 1921 to 1957. The girls lived in the Ivinson
mansion during the school year, and went to University Prep for
schooling. Lea tells us that her mother also attended University
Prep and some of her dearest friends were the Ivinson Hall girls.
Lea is a member of the Casper College Alumni Association
Board of Directors and resides in Thermopolis, Wyo.

They both received master’s degrees from
Gonzaga University. Cheryl taught elementary
school in Spokane until she retired five years
ago, and Mike taught high school and middle
school English until his retirement in 1997.
Not totally retired, they both supervised student
teachers for Washington State University,
and Gonzaga after that for a few years. They
are enjoying retirement, leading or attending
Bible studies. Cheryl rides her bike and paints
watercolors and Mike runs regularly. Mike
also writes and has published a number of
poems and short stories over the years, and he
continues to work on a coming-of-age novel,
which takes place in Powder River, Wyo.
Gary Long (’65) presented information
from his research on the 1856 ordeal of the
Willie Handcart Company in Wyoming at an
autumn meeting of the Utah Valley Historical
Society at the Provo City Library in Provo, Utah.
Before retirement, Gary was employed by the
Bureau of Land Management and worked on
the plan for the historic Oregon/California/
Mormon Pioneer Trail. He has written a book,
“The Journey of the James G. Willie Handcart

Company, October, 1856.” According to a
news release, he became “deeply involved in
researching and locating Willie Company sites
in the 1990s while working with the LDS Church
members to establish historic markers at sites
related to the handcart disaster on the trail and
at Martin’s Cove.”
Paul and Marilyn (Martin) Stafford
(’68) celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary
in Casper on July 30, 2011. They were married
Oct. 21, 1961. Paul was employed with Western
Electric until 2001, retiring from Lucent
Technology. Marilyn returned to school after
several years as a homemaker. She attended
Casper College, the University of Wyoming,
and Lesley College, receiving her master’s
degree in 1986. She taught math from 1972
until her retirement from teaching in 2001. She
still works with the math club at Centennial
Middle School and also teaches a class at
St. Anthony Tri-Parish Catholic School. Their
shared interests include Boy Scouts, 4-H,
and gardening, as well as being active in their
church, St. Patrick’s Catholic Church. They have
five children and 12 grandchildren.

1970s

Diana Ohman (’70) has taken a position
in the Department of Veterans Affairs in the
National Cemetery Administration as the
Memorial Service Network Director for the
Indianapolis Region. In her new position, she
directs 25 National Cemeteries and Monuments
located in nine states: Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Michigan, Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana,
Ohio, and Kentucky. Until recently, Diana was
director of the Department of Defense schools
for the Pacific region. She was the 2009 Casper
College Distinguished Alumna.
Todd Scott (’73) has returned to Casper as
the St. Mark’s Episcopal Church organist after
receiving a heart transplant in Salt Lake City.
Todd and Bob Sellers won the Wyoming Blues
and Jazz Society’s Wyoming Blues Challenge
prize for duo or solo act. Their duo, Two Blue
Geezers, are now eligible to compete at the
International Blues Challenge in Memphis,
Tenn. In additional to his Casper College
music degree, Todd earned both his Bachelor
of Arts and Master of Arts degrees in musical
performance at the University of Wyoming
and his doctorate in music history at Boston
University. He has also served as an adjunct
instructor at Casper College.
Don Hilsberg (’75) is principal harp for
the Colorado Springs Philharmonic. He studied
music at Casper College, and then transferred
to the University of
Denver’s Lamont
School of Music
where he began
to seriously study
harp. He holds
a Master of Arts
degree in harp
performance from
the Manhattan
School of Music.
Photo courtesy of Waldrons
He looks forward
to performing the
U.S. premier of Marjan Mozetich’s “Passion of
the Angels” with the Arapahoe Philharmonic in
2012. When not playing the harp, he cooks and
bakes. He also collects harps.
Carolyn Deuel (’72) recently performed
with CC’s 2011 Distinguished Alumni, Dan
and Patty Goble (’80) as their accompanist,
in a very special concert on October 21, 2011.
Carolyn is the director of ARTCORE in Casper,
Wyo., where she works to bring great musicians
to Casper.
Chuck Wilson (’75) works for Automation
Electronics, an industrial control and electronics
business in Casper, but that’s only a small part

of his life these days. Chuck is a committed
community volunteer. He has worked with many
nonprofits including the Boy Scouts, ARTCORE,
the Casper Chamber Music Society, and the
12-24 Club.
Jane Henson (’76) is a nurse family
partnership supervisor in Durango, Colo. After
leaving CC, Jane got her Bachelor of Science
degree in Nursing at the University of Northern
Colorado, Greeley in 2000. She dropped a line
to say that she “really enjoys the magazine with
updates and (information on) all that graduates
are doing.”
Helen Schmill (’77) had a big summer
with the publication of three books she has
written. One is a children’s book, one a play,
and the third is a collection of poetry. “A
Morning with God,” a multi-cultural examination
of skin color was illustrated by Evans and
Timothy Nganga, the children of University of
Wyoming/Casper College Center professor John
Kambutu. Helen was inspired by John Milton’s
famous poem to create the play “Paradise Lost
2011, A Reading Play for the Churches and the
Schools.” Her third book, “A Grandmother’s Old
Testament Hymns (A Living Autobiography)”
was inspired by biblical scripture. Her books
are available for purchase at www.amazon.com,
www2.xlibris.com and at Tomcats Books and
Cards in Casper. Helen’s website is www.wix.
com/helen schmill/books.
John Stovall (’77) plays string bass in
the Boston Symphony Orchestra. He studied
at the New England Conservatory of Music and
after graduation played in the Houston and
New Orleans symphonies and the Indianapolis
Symphony Orchestra. He has been a member
of the Boston Symphony since 1988. John skis
and mountain bikes. His wife teaches German
and he has a 15-year-old son.
John Anderton (’78) is living in Delta,
Colo. He wrote to share his great memories of
Dale Storey, his marketing instructor and Sam
Fadala, who taught accounting. Both men also
wrote for Field and Stream and Outdoor Life, so
he continued to follow their writing after leaving
Casper College. John remembers that they were
both really great teachers and says “What a
great pair they were.”
“The Sourtoe Cocktail
Club: The Yukon Odyssey of
a Father and Son in Search
of a Mummified Human
Toe…and Everything Else,”
by Ron Franscell (’78)
was released by Globe
Pequot Press in October.
Ron has been very busy.
He also wrote “The Crime
Buff’s Guide to the Outlaw

Rockies,” which was released in September.
Ron is the 2003 Casper College Distinguished
Alumnus. The book follows the author and his
teenage son as they embark on a road trip to the
Yukon to seek out a macabre cocktail containing
an amputated human toe. They unwittingly
begin a journey into their past, present and
future.
Dr. Kathy (Aldridge) Gardner (’79) is
a neurologist now practicing at the University
of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, specializing in
headaches and conducting research into the
genetics of both common and rare hemiplegic
forms of migraine. Kathy earned her doctorate
from the University of Utah.

1980s

Curtis Cochran (’83), owner of Los
Angeles-based Cochran Consulting, was the
guest speaker at this year’s Casper College
Business Enrichment and Awareness 2011 in
October. In addition to his consulting business,
Curtis is the vice president and chief operations
officer of JPS Oil Field Inspections Company
and president and owner of Natron Sports and
Natrona Financial. After leaving Casper College,
he earned a Master of Business Administration
degree from National University and a doctorate
in organizational behavior from LaSalle
University.
After 20 years away from the classroom,
Kristen Hurt (’85) recently went back to
school to finish her bachelor’s degree. She
graduated from Colorado State University in
Dec. 2010. Kristen and her husband, Rick
Hurt (’85) recently moved to Gering, Neb. Rick
is now director of environmental services for the
City of Gering, and Kristen has taken a position
in the mortgage lending department of Western
Heritage Credit Union. Kristen writes that “My
husband and I just celebrated our 25th wedding
anniversary. We met in philosophy class the
first day of our sophomore year at Casper
College!”
Billy and Rosemary Burwell (’86)
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on
June 19, 2011. They were married June 19,
1961, in Casper. Billy began his work career
as a meat cutter for the Round-up Market in
Mills, Wyo. In 1963, he joined the Casper Fire
Department and retired in 1984. Rosemary
worked in retail, specifically in interior
decorating, for most of her career. She was
the decorator and division manager for the
downtown Sears, then she worked for Plains
Furniture. While attending college, she worked
as the Casper College English Lab assistant and
as a tutor to pay for her education. They have
two sons and five grandchildren.
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People & Places
Dorothy Elizabeth Worrell (’86) writes,
“My husband and I are 56 and 50, respectively.
Between us we have seven children. We are
expecting our 15th grandchild in March! As
younger grandparents we delight in spending
hours doing things I would never have imagined
my own grandparents doing: spending a
day at the lake building sand sculptures and
swimming; day trips on the four-wheelers;
playing together in the McDonald’s Play Place;
and water fights in the front yard. These days I
express my artistic side by painting children’s
faces. The beaming grins when they look in the
mirror make my heart melt. Who knew? Growing
older has its privileges!”
Scott Sutherland (’88) is the new
president and CEO of the Casper Area Economic
Development Alliance. Scott returns to Casper
from Cheyenne where he was the vice president
of business development for Cheyenne LEADS.
He has served on the Federal Home Loan
Bank of Seattle Advisory Council and with the
Wyoming Economic Development Association.
He graduated from Casper College and holds
a bachelor’s degree in business administration
from the University of Wyoming.

Terry Hardy (’90) has been teaching
computer classes at Great Basin College since
1996 while working towards her Bachelor’s of
Applied Science degree in management and
technology. She graduated cum laude in May
2011. For the last two years, Terry served as
the student government senator for the Battle
Mountain Center of Great Basin College. She
credits Casper College with giving her the
courage to continue with her education.
Sharon Wolf (’92) retired last year after
practicing as a drug and alcohol clinician
in Riverton, Wyo. She earned her Licensed
Baccalaureate Social Worker license in New
Mexico.
Vicki Windle (’93) joined Cory McDaniel
as part of ARTCORE’s Music & Poetry session
for the first public sharing of her poetry.
For the past 30 years, Vicki has taught first
grade at Grant Elementary School in Casper.
She oversees the poetry club at the school.
Vicki also enjoys spending time with her five
grandchildren.
Constance O’Brien (’94) is senior vice
president at KIRA, Inc. in Fort Collins, Colo.
KIRA provides base operations support to
the U.S. Department of Defense and other
government agencies.
Kristen Adler (’95) is an assistant
professor of cultural
Chris Navarro
anthropology at Antioch
Chris Navarro (’90)
(’90) was honored
College in Antioch,
for 20 years of
working on
Ohio. Previously, she
participation in the
CC’s Heyoka.
taught anthropology at
Loveland Sculpture
the University of New
Invitational, an
Mexico and John Wood
international
Community College.
exhibition held
She taught sociology at
annually in Loveland,
Albuquerque Technical
Colo. Chris has been
Vocational Institute
part of the show since
and, while living in
its very first year. He
Honduras, taught
also won the People’s
sociology, psychology,
Choice Award at the
and English at a
30th Annual Buffalo
bilingual high school.
Bill Art Show and
She has also worked
Sale in Cody, Wyo.
as an assistant editor
A live auction of
at the University of
24 bronze castings
New Mexico Press.
of his sculpture
Kristen’s current
“Rough Waters”
research examines
raised $50,000 for
political
process
and
ideological
pluralism in
the Buffalo Bill Historical Center and the Cody
the
highlands
of
Chiapas,
Mexico,
focusing on
County Chamber of Commerce.
the Tsotsil-speaking community of Zinacantán.
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22

1973

Tanya Brown Groves (’95) writes that she
has been living in Texas for the past 16 years,
working full-time as a radiologic technologist.
She is currently the supervisor at an urgent care
clinic in Austin. She married her husband in
1998 and together have three grown children.
Tanya and her husband ride Harley Davidson
motorcycles and enjoy riding in the beautiful
hill country of Central Texas. Last year they rode
to Sturgis, S.D. and plan on riding to the Smoky
Mountains in Tennessee this year. Tanya says,
“I feel that the Radiologic Technologist Program
at Casper College gave me an excellent base
to begin my career with. Our clinical instructor
was great! I learned much more the first few
years, out on my own, but feel that I had all of
the basic skills required to accomplish that and
grow from there.”
Stacy Pullen Carruth (’95) has opened
a seasonal store, Serendip-i-ty that is open in
Casper periodically during the year. The store
features up-cycled furniture, interesting decor
items, handmade jewelry, plants, and many of
Stacy’s own creations.
Julie Laib (’97) has a busy full-time mental
health/substance abuse practice. She teaches
addictionology online for Casper College. She
says, “nothing feels better than giving back to
an organization that shaped so much of my life.
I learned through my experiences at Casper
College that I have to be involved in order to
be the change I wish to see in the world.” In
addition, Julie works as a re-entry coordinator
for Lifenet, a Casper-based company that works
with families and troubled teens. Julie is serving
her second year as treasurer for the Wyoming
Counseling Association. She and her husband
are also in the process of adding 1200 sq. feet
to their home in Cody. They enjoy spending
time with their granddaughter in Cody. Julie
also served for several years on the CC Alumni
Association Board of Directors.
Chris Ehrlich (’99) stepped forward to
fill a last minute vacancy in a jazz combo that
played for the Alumni and Friends Banquet.
Chris joined current CC student David Bower
and Natrona County Board of Coroperative

Derek Harkins
Educational
(’05)
was ordained
Services
this
past
summer at
(BOCES) student
Our
Saviour’s
Lutheran
DeLane Doyle
Church
in
Casper.
He is
to complete the
now
serving
as
pastor
trio. Chris is the
at English Lutheran
band director at
Church in Hazen, N.D.
Kelly Walsh High
Derek and his wife,
School, where
Chris Ehrlich (far right) (’99)
Jessica Harkins
DeLane attends
(’05) both earned
high school.
associate
degrees
from
Casper
College in 2005
Matt Roberts (’99) is the managing
then
married
in
May
2005.
Derek
graduated with
editor for the Uinta Herald in Evanston, Wyo.
his
Master
of
Divinity
degree
from
Wartburg
An Oklahoma native, Matt spent his teens in
Theological
Seminary
and
also
graduated
with
Casper, and attended Casper College after
his
certifi
cate
in
clinical
pastoral
education
spending a year at the University of Oklahoma.
from Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn., in 2008
His previous positions were in Missouri and
where he interned as a chaplain. Jessica holds
Oklahoma. His wife Amanda is a Wyoming
a Bachelor of Arts degree in English from Luther
native and they have one daughter, Sarah.
College. They have a son, Aidan.
Rebecca Joy Sissman (’99) was
Tangney Gray Dockham(’06) has
named the Wyoming Women’s Business
returned
to Casper after earning her doctorate
Center “Women in Business Champion of
in
veterinary
medicine from Colorado State
the Year 2011” by the U.S. Small Business
University
in
2010. A Casper native, Tangney
Administration. The award is given to an
earned
an
Associate
of Science degree in
individual who has advanced women’s business
biology
at
CC.
ownership. Evaluation criteria include efforts to
Air Force Airman Nicholas Dunlap
increase business and financial opportunities
(’09)
graduated from basic military training at
for women, and advocacy for women business
Lackland
Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas.
owners.
He completed an intensive, eight-week program
that included training in military discipline and
studies, Air Force core values, physical fitness,
and basic warfare principles and skills.
Lindsey Grant (’01) has accepted
Former Casper College instructors, Ron
the recently created position of director of
and
Gale Alexander, performed in the
development for the Wyoming Symphony
Casper
College summer musical, “Titanic,
Orchestra. Lindsey was the publications
The
Musical”
as Ida and Isador Straus. They
coordinator at Casper College and the previous
appeared
in
the
very first Krampert Theatre
designer of Footprints magazine.
production
of
“You
Can’t Take it With You” in
Army Reserve Staff Sgt. Ryan T. Lugenbill
1985
and
were
thrilled
to return to the stage
(’02) is returning to Joint Base McGuiretogether.
Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., after being deployed to
Afghanistan serving in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom. Ryan is an ammunition
specialist and squad leader with the 592nd
Ordnance Company, Billings, Mont.
Jeremiah Purcell (’02) is the owner of
Actual Image Service, Inc. (AIS) and Printer
Pros, a division of AIS. He has owned and
managed this company for 10 years, managing
sales, marketing, accounting, office machine
technical services, inventory management,
product evaluation, selection, etc.
Richard Blanchard (’05) writes that he
has “No new news. I am a full-time supervisor
for UPS here in Casper. I am responsible for the
Former Casper College instructors
Ron and Gale Alexander were
night hub operations for the company, which
featured in the Casper College
processes most of the volume coming into or
summer musical “Titanic, The
leaving the state. I have been working for UPS
Musical.”
for 26 years.”

2000s

Help us Keep
Track of You and
Your Classmates!

If you move or have a significant event happen in your
life, share it. Or if you know where another alum is, tell
us about them so we can keep everyone connected!

Name: ____________________________
I.D. No. on address label: ___________________

Years attended: ______________________
Address: ___________________________
_________________________________
City: ______________________________
State: _____________________________
Zip: ______________________________
E-mail: ____________________________
Current information _________________
________________________________
________________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Please send information to:
Mail: Linda Nix, Alumni Coordinator
Casper College
125 College Drive
Casper, WY 82601
Phone: 307/268-2218 or 800-442-2963 ext. 2218
E-mail: alumni@caspercollege.edu

Five Questions
For Paulann Doane

About Paulann

In July, a Casper native with 16 years of
community college fundraising experience
became the new executive director of the
Casper College Foundation following the
retirement of Paul Hallock, who had been
in the position for 18 years. Casper College
Foundation President John Jorgensen
announced that Paulann Tanner Doane
would officially begin her job on July 5,
2011. Doane, who earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree from the University of Wyoming
and a Master of Arts degree from The
American University, previously served in
similar roles for the Red Rocks Community
College Foundation in Lakewood, Colo. and
the Aims Community College Foundation
in Greeley, Colo. Earlier in her career,
Doane served in various roles at the Wolf
Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts in
Vienna, Va. and the John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.

What’s it like coming back to Casper?
Just great. It is wonderful to be back home
and I am beyond thrilled with the opportunity
to work for this fabulous foundation. The
community has been incredibly welcoming and
it is so nice to be in close proximity to family
and friends. I’m also very pleased to have my
son in the Casper school system as opposed to
the enormous, underfunded Jefferson County,
Colo. district. The only (tiny) drawback has
been trying to place all of the people - I’m never
quite certain if someone is familiar because I’ve
recently met them or if I knew them from when I
lived here 20+ years ago.
How did you get into foundation work
in the first place?
My original plan was for a career in arts
management, which is what my master’s
degree is in. I had wonderful opportunities in
Washington, D.C. working in large performing
arts organizations. The only drawback was D.C.
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was 2,000 miles from family. When we decided
to move back west, I happened to land a job
with the Aims Community College Foundation
in Greeley, Colo. So, like many careers, I
suppose it was part planned and part luck.
What’s one secret of fundraising that’s
unique to higher education?
I’m going to qualify that further with
community college fundraising, which I think
is a very different category than four-year or
research institution. In many ways our work has
more of a “social service” quality to it, in that
we help people across the spectrum and that
the dollar amount of our scholarships, though
not enormous, can make the difference in
reaching educational and/or career goals.
How do you address the challenges of
fundraising in a down economy?
Strangely enough, some of my best
fundraising years have been in down
economies. Those are the times when donors

are very selective about the charities they
support and education/re-training are often
times a greater priority for their philanthropic
support than areas donors may feel are
important, but don’t meet basic human needs.
What are the main reasons people give
to Casper College?
This is a truly amazing institution. In addition
to transforming people’s lives through focused
degree and certificate programs, it also provides
so many options to our community for cultural,
sporting, and educational recreation. The
college is a hub of our community and the
citizens of Casper are remarkably supportive of
our efforts. We also strive to provide our donors
with trust and faith that their gifts are utilized per
their guidelines, invested prudently, and make a
difference in the lives of our students.

Friends We’ll Miss
Jack L. Staubus (’65)
August 8, 2010
Lorena Lynn Bittleston (’58)
December 22, 2010
Paul Bengtson (former CC instructor)
February 26, 2011
Michael Bert Snyder (’86)
May 16, 2011
John “Randy” Trout (’58)
June 4, 2011
Diane Harlow-McClamroch (’84)
June 9, 2011
Anker T. Larsen (former CC faculty)
June 12, 2011
Lynda L. Durham (former CC faculty)
June 18, 2011
Jordan Lee Stutheit (’07)
June 25, 2011
Ronald “Ron” Gene Douglass, Jr. (’97)
June 28, 2011
Robert Kenneth Gunn (’76)
July 5, 2011

Matthew Joseph Darnall (’07)
July 20, 2011
Arthur Guy Cooper (’64)
July 23, 2011
Margot Derby (former CC instructor)
July 24, 2011
Cynthia “Cindy” R. McKee (’73)
July 27, 2011
H. Duane Cantrell (’96)
August 13, 2011
Janet Shellhart Diaz (’89)
August 19, 2011
Joseph “Joe” Pavelka (’60)
September 1, 2011
David Leonard Whisler (’84)
September 4, 2011
Katherine Engstrom
(’48 and former CC instructor)
September 19, 2011
Jacqueline “Jackki” (Theno) Lollar (’69)
September 19, 2011
Robert L. “Bob” White (’69)
September 19, 2011

Lawrence “Larry” Wood, Jr. (’00)
September 19, 2011
Donna Marie Sanchez Hult (’87)
September 25, 2011
Mary Alice (Wright) Gunderson
(former CC instructor)
October 3, 2011
Jason Daniel Shefelbine (’00)
October 2011
June Ann Salter (lifelong learner)
October 11, 2011
James (Jim) Rex Robertson (’68)
October 23, 2011
Joanne Deal (lifelong learner)
October 3, 2011
Patricia Joan Seabeck McGinty (’50)
October 27, 2011
Patricia Henry (CC benefactor)
October 28, 2011
Richard H. Smith (’88)
October 30, 2011
Jeremy Roy Conrad (’11)
October 31, 2011

Casper College Department of Theatre and Dance presents

A Season of the American Spirit
The Scarlet Letter

By Phyllis Nagy • Adapted from the novel by Nathaniel Hawthorne
February 16-18, 22-25, 7:30 p.m. • Sunday, February 26, 2 p.m.
Thomas H. Empey Studio Theatre

Hush: An Interview with America
By James Still
March 22-24, 28-31, 7:30 p.m. • Sunday April 1, 2 p.m.
McMurry Mainstage

American Spirit

Contemporary Dance Concert
April 26-28, May 2-5, 7:30 p.m. • Sunday, May 6, 2 p.m.
Scifers Dance Performance Theatre

Krampert Theatre Box Office

Adults $12 • Children/Students (5-18) $10

Tickets: 307-268-2500

www.caspercollege.edu/theatre

CC’s J.P. Cavigelli.

Photo by Dwaine Wagoner

TATE T.rex
BLOG

New Digs

It was an exciting summer for the Tate
Geological Museum, as employees and volunteers worked
for nearly a month in the excavation of the Tate’s newest
discovery: a Tyrannosaurus rex named “Lee Rex.”

J.P. Cavigelli, field operations specialist for the College’s
Tate Geological Museum who made the discovery, found the
site five years ago. During the summer of 2010 he “decided to
“expose the rock and see what might be there.”
The exposed rock turned out to be 18 feet long and 8.3 feet
wide. In addition to the rock, a large number of T. rex bones
were found. Excavation on Lee Rex, named after the owner of
the land on which the bones were found, began on June 13,
2011. While out there, Cavigelli kept a blog. What follows are
excerpts from that blog.

You would think that a blog about a T.rex dig would be about a T.rex, but no new bones have been found in a while, but the hole is
getting bigger and so we keep looking. We started plaster jacketing the big rock today, more tomorrow.
We had a small crew today. The high school kids left. Originally I was a bit apprehensive about having 10 high schoolers around,
but they turned out to be great kids. Good job digging, you guys. We started plastering the Big Rock, while more folks are still looking
for more bones.
We had howlaceous winds last night. Again. (We received) a pile of metal parts and pieces to build a cage for our beast. Gonna
keep him/her from escaping. And make the beast comfortable for when we roll it over.
We’ve had a few hot days in the quarry. Took a two-hour lunch break on one of those days. Watermelon breaks at 3-ish o’clock
are especially valuable on the hot days. … We are still not ﬁnding any new bones.
We are planning to pick up the Big Rock on July 15. Which means we have to plaster it all up and then put the frame around it and

then ﬁll it with foam.

I’m not sure when the last blog entry was, but a lot has happened at the Lee Rex site. I got back from a few days in Casper for a fun
surprise. The team had started to set up the cage we are using to put this big rock in. They were tunneling under the Big Rock and some
of the vertical support pieces were set up. It looks pretty darn impressive. Meanwhile other folks are still looking in the shale for more
new bone with no luck, I hate to say.
Last Monday evening we had one heckuva storm out at the site. Along with rain we had very high winds and hail an inch in
diameter. We all (sought) shelter in our vehicles, which at times seemed not enough. For a while you could not see 20 feet away, as our
vehicles swayed in the storm. When it was all over about 20 minutes later, the kitchen tent was down and many kitchen things had blown
downwind. I had ﬁve small tents set up; four of them were trashed by the storm. Three other tents did not survive. Four of our people
had been out hiking about when the storm hit. They (sought) shelter behind sagebrush since that was the only thing around. They were
drowned rats by the time they made it back to camp (and) three out of our four hikers all had welts on their bodies from being pelted by
hailstones. The storm also took down two out of three outhouses… Yukkk. Fortunately no one was in them.
We spent most of Tuesday shoring up the jacket within the cage, basically making it secure so that if the truck had (to) slam on the
brakes, the jacket would not move inside its cage. On Wednesday July 13, the crane came by to pick up the jacket. … This is, by the way,
the largest jacket I have ever dealt with.
As we were ﬁnishing up one of the neighbors came by in his plane to see the dinosaurian antics. Back in Casper, the crane
put the cage onto a lowboy ﬂatbed and that was backed into our temporary prep lab, where the dinosaur will be worked on for the
next few years. Here is a link to a really cool time-lapsed video done by Casperite Reed Merschat of Calculated Risk Films,
www.youtube.com/watch?v=AV-JoLLA1rcI.
It’s been a week since the blog was updated. I’ve been busy busy busy. Last Wednesday we brought Lee Rex to Casper. It took us
a few days to get him/her locked into its cage and stabilize that for truck transport. We have taken camp down and brought ourselves into
Casper as well. We will likely go back next summer to look for more bones, but we have not decided on the details of that yet. Will it be
a public dig as this was, or not?
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Read more T.rex BLOG at www.taterex.com

“Looney Tunes” News
by

Charlotte Babcock (’49)
Reading the newspapers these days is
really depressing, at least for me. The news
is consistently dismal: murder, mayhem
and disasters dominate – and I ﬁnd myself
searching diligently for something –
anything in the papers’ pages to make me
smile. It’s not easy. (Sometimes the comics
do the trick, but even some of those are
pretty unfunny.)

This whole situation put me in mind of
the cartoons we used to see at the movies
that came between “Movietone News”
and the feature ﬁlm. One of the regular
cartoon segments I especially remember
was entitled “Looney Tunes.” They were
always funny.
In searching through the papers for a
little levity, I began to discover occasional
snippets, which served to dispel my
depression at the rest of the day’s news.
Read on.

Stockholm, Sweden

A man heard a roar from his neighbor’s
garden. He went to investigate and found
a female moose kicking about in an apple
tree where she had evidently been eating
the fermented apples and gotten drunk.
The man called the police and between
them, they got the drunken lady out of the
tree by sawing off tree branches. I sure
hope somebody took some pictures.

Kiev, Ukraine

A lady visitor to a Ukrainian aquarium
attempted to snap a photo of a 14-yearold crocodile, named Gena, opening her
mouth. The lady leaned over and her cell
phone slipped away from her and into
the water where Gena snapped it up. The
woman quickly told an employee who
didn’t believe her story until the cell phone
started to ring – inside Gena. Gena soon
became listless and refused to eat for three

weeks. The aquarium staff doesn’t know
what to do. The staff veterinarian plans to
take x-rays but says surgery is a serious
risk since no one has much expertise
working on such a large animal.
Kind-of reminds one of “Peter Pan”
when that crocodile swallowed the alarm
clock and began ticking.
(I wonder if the lady ever found out who
was calling her.)

Juneau, Alaska

A young woman in Juneau let her
dogs outdoors. Her dachshund, Fudge,
immediately began barking so she went
to investigate and saw a bear carrying off
Fudge in his mouth like a salmon. She ran
and attacked the bear by punching him
in the nose. The bear dropped Fudge, the
woman scooped him up and the bear took
off through the bushes toward the nearby
mountain. Poor Fudge sustained some
minor claw and bite marks but seemed
more shocked than anything – as was his
mistress.
I think the bear must have been pretty
shocked, too – to say nothing of its sore
nose.

Freeport, Texas

Three men who were ﬁshing for red
snapper about 50 miles into the Gulf of
Mexico were throwing ﬁsh guts into the
water when suddenly something hit the
side of their boat and ended up landing on

the back of the boat. It was an eight foot
long, 375 pound mako shark who was
evidently very hungry and in a rush to
feed. The shocked trio couldn’t get close
to the thrashing shark to toss it back into
the water, so they headed back to port
where it took a forklift to get the shark off
the boat. The shark, of course, died.
Texas Park and Wildlife ofﬁcials
investigated and decided there was no
violation of the law because it was an
accident.
A great example of expert brainpower
at work.
There is a maxim in the news business,
folks, that says you never ruin a great
story with the facts. Well, as far as I am
concerned, the facts in stories like these
couldn’t be ﬁxed. I consider them my
“Looney Tunes” diversions that make me
a happier reader of the bad news of the
day.
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Just Married
Brittney Nelson and Justin Coughlin (’06)
were married Aug. 14, 2010 in Scobey, Mont.
The bride attended MSU Billings for one year
and the University of Phoenix for two years.
She is an at-home nanny and homemaker. The
groom earned a certificate in diesel mechanics
from Casper College in 2006. He works at
Cathedral Energy as a motor technician. They
are at home in Casper.
Chelse Jo DePaolo and Damian Lara (’07)
were married Sept. 4, 2010, at St. Patrick’s
Catholic Church in Casper. The bride earned a
bachelor’s degree from Missouri Valley College
in 2004, and a master’s degree from Chadron
State College in 2009. She is employed as
the GEAR UP coordinator at Casper College.
Following his time at Casper College, the groom
earned a degree from the University of Wyoming
in 2009. He is a second grade teacher at
Mountain View Elementary. After a honeymoon
in Barbados, they are at home in Casper.
Heidi Wilkinson and Josh Foy (’98)
were married March 26, 2011 in Casper.
Heidi earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
communication studies from the University
of Montana and has a Master of Business
Administration degree from the University
of Wyoming. She is the executive director at
the 12-24 Club, Inc. Josh earned a welding
certificate from Casper College in 2000. He is a
field service technician at Nalco Fab Tech. The
couple is at home in Casper.
Elise Kendrot and Eric Gorder (’95) were
married April 19, 2011 in Wilmette, Ill. The
bride graduated from Syracuse University
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree and from
the University of Iowa with Master of Arts and
Master of Fine Arts degrees. She is currently
adjunct instructor at Joliet Junior College,
Joliet, Ill. The groom attended Casper College
and the University of Wyoming and graduated
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the
University of New Mexico at Albuquerque and
Master of Arts and Master of Fine Arts degrees
from the University of Iowa at Iowa City. He
is assistant professor of art at Joliet Junior
College. They are at home in Joliet.
Michelle Leigh England (’06,’10) and
Tyler Clayton Elser were married May 21, 2011
in Casper. The bride graduated from Casper

College in 2006 with a degree in biology and in
2010 with a degree in business administration.
She is employed by Pro-Kote Engineering. The
groom graduated from WyoTech in 2002. They
are at home in Casper.
Andrea Barelle (’07) and Jacob Greene
were married June 25, 2011, at City Park in
Casper. The bride graduated from Casper
College in 2007 and from the University
of Wyoming in 2009. Andrea is employed
by Popish Veterinary Clinic and the Casper
Recreation Center. The groom is employed by
Nalco-Fab Tech. They are at home in Casper.
Jennifer Silvey (’03) and Michael
Sybrant (’07) were married on June 25,
2011, in the Bridger-Teton National Forest near
Jackson, Wyo. The bride earned her Associate
of Arts degree in art in 2003 and was co-captain
of the T-birds volleyball team from 2000-2002.
She is currently working for Portland Parks
and Recreation in Portland, Ore. The groom
earned his Associate of Science and Bachelor
of Science degrees in biology in 2007 while
assisting Evert Brown, Ph.D, (Casper College
biology instructor), in a big horn sheep research
project in the Wind River Mountain Range in
Wyoming. He is currently a third-year student at
the University of Western States – Chiropractic
College in Portland, Ore.
Meggie Williams (’10) and Reed
Aivazian (’08) were married June 25, 2011.
The bride earned an associate’s degree in
business administration from Casper College
and is working on her bachelor’s degree from
the University of Wyoming. She is assistant
manager at Vanity. The groom earned his
associate’s degrees in business administration
and fire science from Casper College and is
finishing his bachelor’s degree from University
of Wyoming. He is employed at Casper Safety.
They are at home in Casper.
Virg Bodyfelt (’01) and Borislav “Gigo”
Damjanovic were married on July 18, 2010
in Las Vegas, Nev. by an Elvis impersonator
who was originally from Sheridan, Wyo. The
couple met through one of her former students
when she taught in Montenegro in 2008.
He is originally from Beli Manastir, Croatia,
but moved to Serbia after the war. He is a
mechanical engineer. She is a member of the

Casper College Alumni Board of Directors and
is the coordinator for the Sweetwater County
Family Justice Center. They currently reside in
Rock Springs, Wyo.
Angelia Dawn Smith (’09) and Allan
Carson Lomu were married Aug. 6, 2011, at Red
Butte Ranch. The bride graduated from Casper
College with an Associate of Science degree
in nursing in 2009. She is a registered nurse
at Elkhorn Valley Rehabilitation Hospital in
Casper. The groom earned a GED in 2002 and is
employed by Halliburton in the bulk plant.
Kayla Petrie (’11) and Adam Jackson were
married Aug. 20, 2011, at Red Butte Ranch with
Pastor Dale Fitzsimmons officiating. The bride
graduated with a nursing degree from Casper
College in 2011 and is a registered nurse at
Wyoming Medical Center. The groom graduated
from Natrona County High School in 2005 and
is owner of RealEyes Records and is a barista at
Metro Coffee Co.
Monica M. MacMillan (’05) and Kevin
M. Rogers were married September 11, 2011
in Casper. The bride graduated from Big Bend
Community College, Moses Lake, Wash.,
in 2000, and from Casper College in 2005.
She is a registered nurse at Central Wyoming
Neurology in Casper. The groom went into the
Navy after graduating from Green River High
School, serving from 1998-1999. He is a
service technician at Coca-Cola Beverage.
Justin Stone (’98) married Erin Taylor in
October 2011. He writes that it is a great time
in his life right now. He has worked for Logic
Systems Sound & Lighting in St. Louis, Mo.
for over three years as lighting department
manager. After leaving Casper, he received his
Bachelor of Arts degree in theatre design at
Loyola University. She is a speech language
pathologist for Maplewood Richmond Heights
Middle School/High School.
Jessica Corbin (’99) and Matt Burgardt
were married at Seven Mile Beach on Grand
Cayman Island on Oct. 18, 2011. The bride
graduated from Casper College in 1999, from
the University of Wyoming in 2002 and from
Heritage College in 2007. She is employed
at the Wyoming Athletic Club and 307 Dance
Academy. The groom graduated from WyoTech
in 2002. He is employed at Wyoming Rents.
They are at home in Casper.

Recently married? Send information to: Mail – Linda Nix, Alumni Coordinator, Casper College 125 College Drive, Casper, WY 82601;
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Phone – 307-268-2218 or 800-442-2963 ext. 2218; E-mail – alumni@caspercollege.edu.

An Artist’s View
Joel Ostlind’s Wyoming
A plein air vision from a painter
and printmaker

Although Joel Ostlind’s (’74 ) major
studies at Casper College in the 70s were up
in the Loftin Life Science Center for biology,
he did sneak down to the Aley Fine Arts Center
for a design course with Wilhelm Ossa and
watercolor from Steve Naegle. And now?

Oslind is painting and printmaking fulltime
in a straw bale studio outside of Big Horn,
Wyo. Ostlind says this piece was painted in
northwest Natorna County on Buffalo Creek.
In Wyoming, you can see Oslind’s work at
the Simpson Gallagher Gallery in Cody,

Wyo. www.simpsongallaghergallery.com; the
Bradford Brinton Memorial and Museum in Big
Horn, Wyo; and the Bozeman Trail Gallery in
Sheridan, Wyo. His work is also on display at
The Basalt Gallery, Basalt, Colo. and the Meyer
Gallery, Park City, Utah.
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Change Service Requested

vision

campus • community
A campaign to support student learning through
enhanced facilities at Casper College

100%!
A gift to the Casper College Foundation
on your 2011 Form 1040
is

Take advantage of this temporary tax
beneﬁt. Donation options may include:
• Cash
• Stocks
• Royalty interest
• Charitable remainder trusts
• Direct gifts from an IRA

100% Deductible!*
100% Supportive!*
100% Appreciated!*
No Itemized Deduction
Phase-Out in 2011!*

*Consult your Tax Advisor

(for those over age 701/2)

