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President's Letter
Dear Fellow Alumni and Friends of
Casper College:
I can’t tell you how excited and honored I am to
serve as your Casper College Alumni President. I
know this will be a fantastic year full of a lot of
new beginnings and continued forward progress.
It is so exciting to see where Casper College is
today. Having attended Casper College beginning
in 2004, it’s incredible to see how much the
campus has changed. We have so many beautiful
new facilities.
Exploring all the new things at the college while
serving on the board thus far has been a highlight
of my time here. We have gotten the chance to meet
at the new Walter H. Nolte Gateway Center and the
Casper College Student Union and the University
of Wyoming at Casper building. While the new
Dick and Marialyce Tobin Visual Arts Center is
under construction, instructor Justin Hayward gave
the board a fantastic tour of the current visual arts
building. I cannot wait to see the new state-of-theart building finished! I know greatness occurs all
over our beautiful campus.
Touring the campus brings back fond memories
of my time attending classes here at Casper College.
Instructor Lynn Munns’ ceramics class was
filled with countless hours of throwing projects
with fellow alumni, meeting Munns’ standards,
recycling clay, and glazing my pieces. I also met
some of my lifelong friends while attending courses
here at the college. My memories are numerous,
and I think of them fondly.
I have also really enjoyed getting back into all
the events around campus. Homecoming this year
was a blast! It was amazing to see many friendly
faces and meet new people at the game. The board
was there serving the infamous chili bowls, selling

50/50 raffle tickets, and helping to
hand out Thunderbird T-shirts.
Everyone in the family enjoyed
the face painting with instructor
Jodi Youmans-Jones and some of
her students. They did a fantastic
job! Homecoming is one of my
favorite activities to help with and
attend at the college every year.
One of my passions is running.
I am looking forward to seeing
everyone at the Eighth Annual
Ben Winkler (’79), Casper College Alumni
T-Bird Trek on September 11!
Association president.
Seeing those smiling faces early in
the morning all the way to the finish
line, being greeted by Casper College staff, friends,
and family, receiving a T-Bird medal, seeing Mike
Olson’s ceramic creations, and hearing live music,
I absolutely love it all. This event wouldn’t be
possible without all the time and effort put in by the
foundation, alumni staff, and volunteers; thank you
so much for making this event more incredible each
year.
Lastly, I also want to thank Jan Cundy for her
wonderful leadership as president of the alumni
board. I look forward to working with her and the
rest of the board during my term.
I hope everyone enjoys their summer, and I can’t
wait to see everyone this fall of 2022. Go T-Birds!!

Ben Winkler
Casper College Alumni Association president

Give Online!

Point your phone’s camera
at this QR code to visit
our online giving page.
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By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)

VP Byrd Retires

May 13, 2022, marked the end of 30-plus years of
employment at Casper College for Kim Byrd.
Byrd came to Casper College from NOWCAP
Disability Services. “I did the testing for the new
clients, assessing their life and vocational skills,”
she said. It was that testing background that got
Byrd the job of specialist in testing and advisement
retention at the college, where she helped students
with disabilities.
When the Director of Testing, Richard “Dick
Means” (1966-1996), retired, Byrd still worked with
students with disabilities but now took on the GED
testing. She also worked with students who had
academic issues or difficulties.
In 2005, she took over the single-parent program
and continued the GED testing as the single-parent
coordinator. As the Single-Parent Coordinator,
Byrd set out to update the program. Byrd
changed the policy so that students would receive
scholarship money as long as they made satisfactory
progress and were in good standing. Byrd started
a textbook library, set up emergency funds, and
partnered with local businesses to repair cars,
provide tires, etc., to needy students.
Following a reception for the single-parent
program, Byrd was encouraged by Joanna
Anderson (2007-2013), the vice president for
student services, and college President Walter
Nolte (2004-2015) to apply for the director position
for the newly created Casper College Student
Success Center. “Walt told me I needed to make an
appointment with him, so I did. He said, ‘You need
to do more; you could be a leader at this institution.
Get your master’s degree as soon as possible.’”
Byrd did get the job. “I was content with where
I was,” recalled Byrd, “but when he (Nolte)
pushed me, I went ahead and got my master’s in
postsecondary education from the University
of Wyoming.”
Shortly after Byrd received her master’s,
Anderson announced her resignation. Someone
would fill in as interim vice president while a
nationwide search would be open for the position.
“Many people applied for the interim position, and
I was lucky enough to be chosen,” Byrd said. The
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nationwide search resulted
in a large number of
applicants, but Byrd came
out on top and was named
the vice president for
student services in 2014
According to Byrd,
her most significant
accomplishments at
Casper College are the
growth of the single
parent program, getting
Casper College completely
onboard with the rules
and regulations of Title
IX, the creation of a care
team, and, most recently,
the creation of the
Successful Transition
and Academic
Retention program.
The STAR program helps homeless students and
those who have aged out of the foster care system
and need help to attend school and complete
their degrees. Byrd believes the program has been
successful. The program is only in it's second year,
and saw seven students graduate in 2022 .
Byrd is not entirely leaving the college. She will
co-teach a class for freshman athletes with Athletic
Director Paul Marble. Byrd will also be on call to
help with any Title IX investigations
when needed.
In her retirement, Byrd plans to play “ … a lot
more tennis” and go golfing, biking, kayaking,
and “ … get back into camping with my husband.”
Byrd will be busy with her new puppy Hank, a
bernedoodle, and her two older papillons, Ollie and
Lucy. She has two grandkids to spend more time
with as both live in Casper.
Byrd looks forward to this next chapter in her
life — more time with family and friends and time
to do the things she hasn’t had time to pursue in
the past. But, she will keep Casper College close
through teaching and lending a helping hand
whenever it is needed.

(Casper College photo/Cory Garvin)
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As we celebrate our
independence this July, we
remember all those who serve
and have given themselves in
the name of independence.
Thank you.
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By Lea Schoenwald (AA, ’72)

Looking Back: Connections
and Reconnections

Above: Yvonne (Vonnie)
Korkow and Lea Schoenwald, as
roommates, in a photo booth
picture from 1972.
Right: A later picture when
the two friends reunited.
(Courtesy photos/Lea Schoenwald)
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During my time at our beloved college,
1970-1972, I was so fortunate to become
acquainted with many of the finest
people I have ever known. Connections
were forged with many of them in
so many situations: my dormitory,
my major, my faith, my interests, and
chance meetings. These connections have
been continuously woven through my life.
During my first semester, my wonderful
roommate was Yvonne (Vonnie) Korkow (’70),
from Hanna, Wyoming. She was so sweet and kind,
and we got along famously!
She did not stay in Casper for the second
semester, and we lost touch. Then
this past summer, there came
a Facebook message from
Vonnie’s niece. Vonnie and
her husband were visiting
up the block! Could I
come up?
She looked so
much the same after
all these years! Her
sweet, gentle self was
the same as well. Her
husband is a terrific
man, and they have had
a lovely life together. We
had a great time looking
through my yearbooks! We
exchanged phone numbers and
email addresses as well. How wonderful
to have her in my life again!
I spent the spring semester of my sophomore year
with Laurie Winslow (’72) from Casper. She was
absolutely beautiful inside and out, and we were
truly kindred souls. We even share the same middle
name, so we are “Laurie Anne” and “Lea Anne.”
We took biology together from my favorite
college professor ever, Jim Milek (AA, ’62, 19672006). We managed to “co-neuter” our fetal pig

in the biology lab! Poor Jim — he got the “Double
Whammy of Holy Cow!” from us!
She was in my wedding, and I attended hers.
She came to Thermopolis for a time in the 70s for
a special education program, and we got to spend
some great time together. Then, we gradually lost
touch with each other.
In 2019, I decided to “find” her, and Facebook
provided that opportunity. After messaging each
other, we were finally able to set up a phone visit.
And 90 minutes later, we were still at it! Of course,
we had to see each other in person, so a get-together
weekend was set up, husbands included.
As we hugged for the first time in decades, “Oh
my gosh!” was heard over and over. Laurie
is still the true beauty she always
was! We are looking forward to
MUCH more time together!
My heart is so happy!
From the second I
stepped into a music class
at Casper College, Mary
Vinich (AA, ’72) and I
became “joined at the
hip.” We took virtually
every class together, sang
in every choir, and nearly
every small group, and
our fathers had known each
other as children!
We did not lose touch with
each other. We went to the University
of Wyoming together, were in each other’s
weddings, celebrated and mourned together, and
shared countless thoughts and dreams over the
years. She is still referred to by the nickname her
friends gave her in college: Baby.
One of the most fun nonaudition singing groups
at “Harvard on the Hill” was the Casper College
All-College Choir. Anyone could participate, and
my favorite music instructor, Russell Schwejda
(1948-1984) was the director. We elected a president
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each year, and our sophomore year, that president
was David Long (’72) from Cheyenne, Wyoming.
Fast forward to 2007, and I became a member
of the Casper College Alumni Association board
of directors. Who was one of the other board
members? David Long! We were on the board
together for 12 years, and I served as his vice
president before becoming president of the board.
LeRoy Strausner (AA, ’60, 1965-2004) was a
counselor when I was attending Casper College.
He continued to work for the college in various
capacities for 39 years. We were from the same
hometown. I experienced a very difficult situation
during school that eventually affected my selfesteem, mental health, and grades. LeRoy literally
saved me.
He became Dr. Strausner and eventually was
named president of Casper College. Publicly
thanking him for everything he had done for me
was possible at a recruiting stop for the college. I
choked back tears as my totally-inadequate words
somehow came out. And when he passed, my tears
joined everyone else’s as we said goodbye to that
amazing man.
In the fall of 1971, Casper College welcomed its
first fraternity, Phi Sigma Epsilon. Mike Apostolos
(’77) was elected president. They were a great
group of 10 guys, and they were known for their
willingness to help the college in any way.
Fast forward to our retirement in Arizona. My
husband, T. J., and Mike had remained Facebook
friends through the years. Mike and his family have
lived in Arizona for many years, so we were able to
meet him and his wife at our favorite Italian eatery.
We continue to explore restaurants and cultural
interests with them to this day. Mike’s wife is now a
close friend!
Casper College celebrated its 75th Anniversary
in June 2021. And I had two very different but
oh-so meaningful experiences during the 75th
Anniversary Gala!
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The Sunday night Newman Club masses always
included wonderful guitar music and singing. One
of the most enthusiastic and talented musicians
was Kevin Burke (’72) from Casper.
Kevin played the 12-string guitar
beautifully and sang just as well!
He eventually became a
Catholic priest and has had
a wonderfully-fulfilling
career. Before the
program started that
evening, I made my
way to Fr. Kevin’s
table. When I
introduced myself,
I was treated with
a very surprised
look, a huge smile,
and a hug of biblical
proportions! We
exchanged stories
and laughter, and I
walked away with such
a lovely, warm feeling! I
enthusiastically expressed my
support when he was nominated as a
75th Anniversary Exemplary Alumnus.
Another 75th Anniversary Exemplary Alumna
was Celestina Rossi (AB, ’95). Her grandmother
was my grandmother’s dear Italian friend! Cele
is MUCH younger than I am, so I didn’t know
her very well growing up. But I absolutely knew I
needed to visit with her at the Gala.
Many of her family members were also in
attendance, so I was able to get reacquainted with
Cele’s sisters and meet their spouses and children.
Pictures were taken, and addresses exchanged, and
the feeling of being with “family” was
very comforting!
How blessed am I.

Celestina Rossi and Lea
Schoenwald at the 75th
Anniversary Gala in June 2021.
(Courtesy photo/Lea Schoenwald)
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Compiled By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)

Donors’ Generosity Propels
Student Success

Dennis Bergren — Engineering/
Sophomore
• Crestwood Oil Scholarship
• Robert and Mary Gawthrop
Engineering Scholarship
As a nontraditional student
who has to work to live, these
scholarships are a massive aid in helping me achieve
my dream of becoming an engineer.
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(Courtesy photo)

Megan Anspach (AS,AS, ’22) —
Agriculture/Sophomore
• Martin and Zoe
Rathvon Scholarship
• Zula and Deryl Safford
Scholarship
I will have two associate degrees
this spring in animal science and
general agriculture. I will be pursuing a third this
coming fall in agribusiness. These scholarships
have allowed me to focus solely on my education
and have allowed me to participate in the Casper
College Livestock Judging team. I would not be able
to work while going to school. These scholarships
have allowed me to not worry about finances so
much and just dive deep into Casper College, which
has been an excellent experience.

Megan Duong — Business
Administration/Freshman
• Bill Daniels Scholarship
• Zula and Deryl Safford
Scholarship
I’m a business major, and
these scholarships have helped
me pay for my entire college tuition. I’d like to
thank the donors. Thank you.

(Courtesy photo)

Each year both traditional and nontraditional
students are able to pursue their educational
dreams thanks to the generosity of donors.
The Casper College Foundation hosts a luncheon
in the fall and spring semesters to thank the
many donors who contribute so much to our
students’ success. We asked scholarship recipients
to participate in a video where they could express
their thanks to those donors who helped make their
educational journey possible.
We create a new thank-you video each semester.
Footprints staff want our readers to share in these
heartfelt messages from students and see how
important these funds are to helping us help
our students.

Aryn Downs — Early
Childhood Ed/Sophomore
• Billy D. Lewis Scholarship
I want to thank the Billy D.
Lewis Scholarship committee for
choosing me this semester for
their scholarship. I am forever
grateful that they took the burden of figuring out
how to pay for part of school off my plate. I’m in
my late 30s and trying to figure out how to be a
mother, wife, and student all at the same time was
stressful, let alone trying to figure out how to pay
for it, whether that’s picking up extra work, or
picking up a third job, or student loans. So being
chosen to receive a scholarship was a huge blessing
to our family and my education. For people like
me, the impact that these scholarships have made
on our lives is so gracious. We are so grateful, and
I’m so encouraged and eager to give back to the
students and become a teacher. And I look forward
to everything that I can do to pay this forward.
Because I know that that’s what Mr. Lewis would
want me to do. Thank you.
Lisa Gentile — Respiratory
Therapy/Sophomore
• Ann Galles Scholarship
I just want to say that without
the help of donors, it would be a
big strain on a student. So thank
you again.

Footprints Magazine

Bobbi Kammerer — Health
Science/Freshman
• Margaret Brown Hazelton
Scholarship
This scholarship has gone so
far, and it’s cool to have people
invest in your future in the way
that they do, not even knowing you. Coming from
South Dakota and moving to Wyoming, I didn’t
know how easy it would be to get scholarships since
I wasn’t local. But everything’s gone so well this
year. I just really am thankful for them to invest
in my future in nursing and excited to see where
it takes me.

Garth Hickey — Engineering
Technology/Sophomore
• Ellbogen Opportunity Scholarship
• Gene Haas Scholarship
• Paulann Tanner Doane Right
Track Scholarship
I’m a 29-year-old nontraditional
student here at Casper College. I recently received
three scholarships, and I just want to show my
appreciation. Being nontraditional, I don’t have
many people to rely on. So it means the world
to me. Thanks.
Renee Hoffrad — Health Science/
Freshman
• Maryles Jean Patterson Gronberg
Scholarship
This scholarship has helped me
immensely, being a mother of four,
working full time, and going to
school. The extra money has helped us pay bills,
buy groceries, and purchase things I need for
my education.

Footprints Magazine
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Ned Hageman — Health Science/
Sophomore
• CHS Foundation Scholarship
• Sneesby Family Scholarship
Both scholarships have been
terrific. My entire life growing up,
my parents always have kind of paid
my way, paid for pretty much everything. But now
that I’m in college, I’ve done my absolute best to pay
for everything on my own, and the scholarships
made the cost of tuition and room and board
affordable. It’s truly a blessing to have these donors
helping me through college. Casper College has
been terrific as well. The teachers and instructors
are all great. The kids in the school are just like me;
most of them are first-year college students ready
to learn and get on with their lives and become taxpaying citizens. Thank you.
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Josiah Kull — Engineering/
Sophomore
• Robert and Mary Gawthrop
Engineering Scholarship
I am thankful for this
scholarship. It is helping me to
pay for college. When I have to
move out at the end of this year for the university,
I’ll have some money saved up for tuition there. I
would also like to mention physics and engineering
instructor Paul Marquard, who helped me get this
scholarship by telling the class I was in to apply for
it and writing my recommendation letter for
this scholarship.

Whitney Lamb — Nursing/
Sophomore
• R. Stanley and Anne Lowe
Family Scholarship
What this scholarship has
meant for us is that my family
hasn’t had to make sacrifices
that affected us and affected our children in
negative ways. With me going back to school, we’ve
been making less, and then we’ve got the additional
expense of school. But in getting this scholarship,
we’ve been able to keep things like our children’s

Summer 2022
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Compiled by Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA,’ 79)

Donors’ Generosity Propels
Student Success cont.
Connie Morgan (AA, ’22) —
English Writing/Sophomore
• Ann Galles Scholarship
• Barbara Wheeler Single
Parent Scholarship
• Neil and Doris McMurry
Single Parent Program
Without these scholarships, I would not be able
to attend school and realize my dream of earning
a college degree. These scholarships help bridge
the gaps in my income. And I just want to thank
the donors from the bottom of my heart for their
generous giving so that single parents can better
their lives and be a good example for their children.
Attending Casper College is a great thing, and it’s a
great place to go to school.

activities. Cuts like going out to eat and taking road
trips are pretty easy to make. But when it comes
to telling our kids they can’t do something, that’s
a little tougher. Keeping our kids engaged is what
this scholarship has allowed our family to do, and
we are forever grateful for this scholarship. I am a
nontraditional student pursuing a career in nursing.
I’ve had some great teachers, including anatomy
and physiology instructor Scott Johnson and
biology instructor Brandy Atnip. They were pretty
important in keeping my head up and keeping me
encouraged, but also keeping me inspired to learn.
I credit my confidence in going into the nursing
program to my teachers, those two especially.
Jonna McCullough — Elementary
Ed/Freshman
• Zula and Deryl
Safford Scholarship
This scholarship has helped
me earn my associate degree in
elementary education with a minor
in business. After Casper College, I plan to move to
a senior college and continue my education degree
and passion and love for livestock judging.
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(Courtesy photo)

Brooke Moore — Radiography/
Sophomore
• Ann Galles Scholarship
• Irene and Donald
Eshelmen Scholarship
• Neil and Doris McMurry
Single Parent Program
• Michael J. Bernd
Memorial Scholarship
• Ron Lund Imaging Scholarship
I’m a Casper College radiography student. I’m
full time and the mother of two daughters. I would
like to sincerely thank my donors for this year.
Quite a few have helped fund my education to get
where I am today, and I couldn’t be more thankful.
Thank you so much. It’s helped me make a better
life and way for my children and me.

Baylee Negethon (AA, ’22) —
Music/Sophomore
• Lucille C. Cassingham
Memorial Scholarship
I want to say thank you to
the donors. Now I’m a firstgeneration college student.
Cassandra Ocana —
Psychology/Sophomore
• Richard M. Baker Scholarship
This scholarship has made
it possible for me to pursue
my dream of being a therapist.
I can now follow my passion
for helping others in a way that I believe in. I just
want to say thank you. I wouldn’t be able to do this
without your support. Thank you for believing
in me.

Footprints Magazine

Kellee Schuerman — Liberal Arts/
Sophomore
• Accounting and Financial
Women’s Alliance Casper
Chapter 142
• Neil and Doris McMurry Single
Parent Program
• Nick John Noell
Accounting Scholarship
I am a simple mom to two boys. I am earning my
associate in bookkeeping. I want to be able to take
care of my youngest son because he will be with me
for the rest of his life. I am forever thankful for the
scholarships that I received. They’ve taken away the
financial burden and allowed me to focus on my
studies. Thank you very much.
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Noelle Romer — General Studies/
Freshman
• Ann Galles Scholarship
• Neil and Doris McMurry Single
Parent Program
I’m currently studying psychology
with ambitions to go on and be a
therapist. It’s a very long journey, but without those
scholarships as a single parent, I would not be
able to be in school. I appreciate it and have just a
tremendous amount of gratitude. Thank you very
much.

Maisy Wilkinson — Early
Childhood Education/
Sophomore
• Alta G. Sanders Elementary
Education Scholarship
• Irene and Donald
Eshelmen Scholarship
• Mary Jo Patterson
Education Scholarship
If it weren’t for these scholarships, I wouldn’t be
able to attend college. I deeply appreciate everybody
who allows other people who are less fortunate to
do something that they wouldn’t have been able to
do by themselves.

N

Samantha Phillips — Psychology/
Sophomore
• Ann Galles Scholarship
Thank you for helping assist me
with the funding to further my
education.
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Jayson Zimmerman — Health
Science/Sophomore
• Casper Mountain Lions
Club Scholarship
Thank you for giving me a
veterans scholarship for the
spring 2022 semester at Casper
College. I’m just grateful to have an opportunity
to have a little bit of an offset to better pay for
my classes. Hopefully, it’s a way to pay back, as a
disabled veteran, to those of you in our community
for being so supportive of us.

Summer 2022
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By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)

Theater Grad Becomes Top Chef

Casper College theater major
MJ Adams (AA, ’83) left Casper
with her then-husband Chris
McLemore (’83) for a career in
theater in New York City. When
Chris was accepted into New York
University’s Tisch School of Arts
for Writing, the two hopped on
a Greyhound bus in Newcastle,
Wyoming, and arrived in NYC three
and a half days later. To make ends
meet, Adams started working as a
Kelly Temporary Girl. From there,
well, she became a chef.
(Courtesy photo/MJ Adams)
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Shortly after landing her job
at Kelly, Adams applied to CBS. “I thought I was
applying for CBS TV but did not know they also
published magazines such as Woman’s Day, Car &
Driver, American Photographer, etc. They needed
a secretary for three salespeople at Woman’s Day
Specials, a part of Woman’s Day Magazine.” Adams
worked at the publication for five years. She became
the editorial business manager in her third year at
the publication. “It was crazy to think at 27 I had
this job,” she said.
While at WD Specials, celebrated chef James
Beard passed, and a nonprofit was created around
his name. "I got involved volunteering for the
James Beard Foundation (and) ended heading up
the ‘Meet the Author’ series,” recalled Adams. “I
would reach out to the author such as Jacque Pepin,
Nika Hazelton, Craig Claiborne, etc. and figure
out simple appetizer recipes from their book, find
people to put them together at the house for an
event. Sometimes I also helped with cooking the
recipes,” she added.
After five years at WD Specials, Adams decided
that “… running numbers was not my thing. I
thought if I went to culinary school, I could go back
to the magazine and switch to the food department.
The French Culinary School was right in NYC.
Jacque Pepin was going to teach there part-time,
and it was a six-month program perfect for me.”

While attending school by day, the publisher at
WD Specials was letting Adams work part-time
at night. “When it came time for a shoot, they let
me make some cookies, cakes, etc., for Hershey’s
Cocoa, for example.” What Adams didn’t realize,
however, was that the people who wrote and worked
in the food department of WD Specials and other
food-related magazines never wanted to leave.
So, rather than write about the NYC food and
restaurant scene, she decided to become a part of
it. “The early ’90s were a great time. I had several
part-time jobs, which allowed me to be involved in
many aspects of the food industry. At one point, I
thought I might want my own restaurant, so I knew
I had better learn how to cook and bake. Before I
left NYC, I filled in for Brooke Astor’s chef while
she needed two weeks off. Quite a thing to arrive
in NYC on a bus and scrabble to make ends meet
and leave NYC having worked in the kitchen of one
of NYC’s ‘dynasty’ families. NYC was my oyster,”
Adams mused.
Adams graduated from The French Culinary
Institute in 1989, but in her book “The Corn
Exchange Cookbook,” she stated “working the line”
at a restaurant in Brooklyn Heights was where she
“… really learned to cook.”
“The school is just that. It gives you the tools. But
until you are in the industry and making mistakes
and getting yelled at … you learn from experience.
You evolve along with your food. Henry’s End
restaurant sat 75 people, and we cooked it all from
scratch, just two people on the line. We would turn
the restaurant over twice and maybe then some.
To cook like that and keep up is a talent. Needing
to have that skill set to do that makes you an
accomplished cook,” she said.
When Adams left NYC with her second
husband, she needed a new life away from the city
and the pressures of working in some of NYC’s
best restaurants. She decided to return to her
Midwestern roots and open up her own business in
Rapid City, South Dakota. Six months after opening
The Corn Exchange, a small shop where she sold
cheese, olives, homemade soups, baked cakes, and
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tarts, a fire started in the middle of the block, and
the business was lost with six others.
Ten months later, Adams reopened in a larger
space on the same street. The Corn Exchange bistro
provided an oasis of fine dining until Adams closed
it after 15 successful years in 2013. Closing allowed
her to become involved with public television in
South Dakota. She hosted two seasons of "Savor
Dakota," which also aired on CreateTV. The show
explored the culinary landscape in South Dakota,
and can be seen on PBS Passport. She then wrote
“The Corn Exchange Cookbook: From the Big
Apple to the Black Hills,” which was reviewed
in The NY Times on December 30, 2019. (In her
book, Adams) “… shares the stories, the insights,
and best of all the recipes that led the James Beard
Foundation to name her three times a semifinalist
for the Best Chefs in the Midwest.”
Adams generously donated two signed copies
of her book to the Casper College Alumni
Association. We thought it would be fun to have
a drawing. To enter, email the Casper College

alumni association at
alumni@caspercollege.
edu or call 307-2682325. Please include
your mailing address.
The winners will be
drawn on July 31. We
are happy to reprint
Adams’ recipe for
rhubarb brown sugar
cake from the book
with her permission.
(Courtesy photos/MJ Adams)

RHUBARB BROWN SUGAR CAKE
From The Corn Exchange Cookbook,”
Page 129. Printed with permission from
MJ Adams.
1 cup, (2 sticks) plus two tablespoons
softened unsalted butter, plus more for
greasing pan
2 cups all-purpose flour, plus more for
dusting pan
1 ½ cups light brown sugar, plus 1
tablespoon for the top of the cake
2 eggs, at room temperature
Pinch of salt
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 cup buttermilk
½ cup sliced almonds (optional), plus 1
tablespoon for the top of the cake
1 ½ cups cut rhubarb, in pieces about the
size of a nickel
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1 ½ tablespoons decorative sparkling
sugar (optional but it looks great)
Butter and flour a 9-inch cake pan
with 3-inch-high sides, and place a
parchment circle on the bottom. Preheat
the oven to 350 degrees.
In a mixer or by hand, beat the butter
and brown sugar till combined. Mix in
eggs one at a time, beating well between
each egg. Add the pinch of salt, mix in.
Sift the flour, baking soda, and baking
powder together. Add the buttermilk to
the moist mixture. Lightly stir. Add in
the dry ingredients along with the sliced
almonds. Before you start mixing, put
the rhubarb on top of the flour. The flour
coats the rhubarb so it doesn't just sink to
the bottom. Mix everything together.

Place batter in the cake pan. Sprinkle
with the 1 tablespoon sliced almonds
and the 1 tablespoon light brown sugar
and sprinkle decorative sugar over it
all. Bake for 55 minutes. Check with
a toothpick, which should come out
clean. If the center is a little wet, the cake
needs another 5 to 6 minutes. Let cool
completely, and run a thin offset spatula
around the whole cake before flipping out
onto a serving plate. Flip the cake again
so the decorative sugar is on top, and
serve with a dollop of whip cream or her
rhubarb strawberry compote recipe
at chefmjadams.com.
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By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)

Alumni, Foundation, and Campus News

Smiling faces all around as Casper
College Foundation Director
Denise Bressler (l) holds a giant
check for $132,000 donated
by the Society for Mining,
Metallurgy, and Exploration
Central Wyoming Section.
Standing next to Bressler (l-r) are
Casper College President Darren
Divine, Treasurer of the Central
Wyoming SME Section Wayne
Heili, and Casper College Vice
President of Academic
Affairs Brandon Kosine.
(Casper College photo/Lisa S. Icenogle)

Casper College
Receives Large
Donation
From SME
The Central
Wyoming Section of
the Society of Mining,
Metallurgy, and
Exploration, SME, recently donated $132,000 to
Casper College.
According to Jeff Sun, geographic information
systems instructor, the funds will purchase
much-needed equipment for the GIS and geology
departments at Casper College and fund a parttime position at the Tate Geological Museum. The
person hired for the Tate will help the museum
create a program to showcase the value of mining
to students and the community through guest
speakers and field trips.
The donation will also be used to fund additional
student workers and purchase drilling supplies to
continue to map the Wyoming impact crater field.
Family Establishes Scholarship in
Brother’s Memory
The family of Joa Sasser established the Joa
L. Sasser Scholarship to help those studying
construction management, business, or
entrepreneurship at Casper College.
Sasser graduated from Kelly Walsh High School
and immediately joined the Marine Corps, where
he served from 1992 to 1996. “He founded Grizzly
Excavating and Construction in 2005, and his
business began to grow quickly,” said Joa’s brother,
Colton Sasser (AS, ’16).
The scholarship will be awarded to one student in
the fall and spring semesters.
Funds Sought to Name CC Practice Arena
Friends of Tom Parker (1990-2017) are seeking
donations for naming the Casper College Practice
Arena the Tom Parker Practice Arena in honor of
late head rodeo coach Tom Parker.
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During Parker’s tenure as head coach, the
women’s team qualified three times to represent CC
at the CNFR. The men’s team took the regional title
in 2011. He retired from full-time teaching in 2013
and continued as the head rodeo coach until his
death on March 15, 2017, from cancer.
For more information or to donate, contact the
Casper College Foundation at 307-268-2256.
Talking T-Birds Have Exciting Season
The Casper College Talking T-Birds had several
impressive wins during the season. The team was
the tournament champions at the Edna Sorber
Invitational, held virtually and hosted by the
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater.
Then this spring, the team was crowned the
Pi Kappa Delta Community College National
Champions. The team took the prize at the Pi
Kappa Delta National Tournament and Conference
hosted by the University of Central Florida in
Orlando, Florida.
Finally, the team came back from the Phi Rho

Awards all around: The Casper College Talkin’ T-Birds came back
from the Phi Rho National Tournament with eight bronze medals,
one silver, and six golds. L-r: Markie Whitney, Alex Walters, Violet
Wright, head coach Doug Hall, Emma Kellick, Brax Allen-Sambrano,
Emma Rudell, Jayden Roccaforte, assistant coach Ethan Fife, Shelby
Davis, and Pearl Taylor.
(Photo courtesy/Doug Hall)

National Tournament with eight bronze medals,
one silver, and six golds. The team also finished as
the Top Bronze in the Wyman division.
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Jan Cundy was the lucky winner of the commemorative mask
quilt. She and quilt artist Terry Divine display the quilt that
commemorates the dedication of college employees, students, and
our community during a tumultuous time in our college’s history.
(Casper College photo)

Casper College Sim Center Reaccredited
The Society for Simulation in Healthcare
reaccredited the Casper College Health Science
Simulation Center. The
reaccreditation is valid
through Dec. 31, 2026.
“This reaccreditation
represents a lot of
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Dr. Jan Pol Star of ‘The Incredible
Dr. Pol’ 2022 Doornbos Speaker
A sold-out crowd was entertained
by Dr. Jan (Yan) Pol, star of Nat Geo
WILD’s #1 television series, at the 21st
Annual Doornbos Lecture Series
in February.
“The Incredible Dr. Pol” airs on Nat
Geo WILD. Viewers of the hit reality
show travel across rural Michigan with
veterinarian Pol, as he and his team of
vets care for large and small creatures.

(Casper College photo)

Mask Quilt Raffle Winner Announced
A commemorative quilt made to honor the
dedication of Casper College employees, students,
and the community was won by Jan Cundy (’79),
former Casper College Alumni board president,
Casper College Foundation board member, and
longtime supporter and volunteer at the college.
The quilt, designed, created, and donated
by Terry Divine, who is also the wife of CC
President Darren Divine, features seven different
Casper College face masks, visible symbols of
the pandemic, which the college had created for
employees, students, athletes, and benefactors. The
college’s colors and symbols can be found on each
mask, surrounded by a field of either black or red
in a pattern of 24 masks. Measuring 58 inches wide
and 66 inches tall, the quilt is trimmed in gray
and white with special stitching reminiscent of the
SARS-CoV-2 virus, which causes Covid-19.
Raffle tickets were sold for $10 each, and proceeds
from the raffle went to the Casper College Employee
Benevolent Fund, which assists college employees in
special times of need.

dedicated work on the part of several people
at Casper College,” said Jeff McCarty, dean of
the Casper College School of Health Science.
“Marianne Madariaga, our simulation director,
and our great staff did a wonderful job preparing
for reaccreditation. The reaccreditation would not
have happened without their efforts,” he added.
The state-of-the-art facility at Casper College
is outfitted with modern medical equipment and
high-fidelity human patient simulators. Highdefinition audiovisual recording gear provides
an in-depth review of learning experiences for
instructors and students.

University of Phoenix Announces
Agreement with Casper College
The University of Phoenix announced a new
academic agreement with Casper College
on Feb. 1, 2022.
The agreement supports building pathways from
community college courses to higher degrees at the
University of Phoenix by allowing Casper College
students to take advantage of transfer pathways as
well as concurrent enrollment for specific degree
programs: R.N. to Bachelor of
Science in nursing, Bachelor
of Science in information
technology, Bachelor of Science
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News cont.
in management, and Bachelor of Science
in healthcare management.
The agreement also allows nursing students
at Casper College to save on the cost of their
education. Under the agreement, the University of
Phoenix will waive the tuition of every sixth course
for Casper College students who enroll in the R.N.
to Bachelor of Science in nursing degree program.
Crossroads Topic for 37th Annual
Humanities Festival
“Crossroads” was the topic for the 37th Annual
Casper College Humanities Festival and Demorest
Lecture held in February.
Presentations included
“Healthcare and the
Workplace: Managing
Change in the Face of
Pandemics, Parenthood,
and Poverty,” “Invisible
Wyoming,” “Democracy
Under Construction,”
“An Indigenous Peoples’
History of the United States,” “The Black 14,”
“Familial Crossroads: Race, Rejection, and Reunion
in Post-WWII Germany,” “The Greatest Negro
Cattle Rancher in all the West,” “Stealing Culture:
The Intersection of Criminal Law and Museums,
” “Beloved Beasts: Fighting for Life in an Age of
Extinction,” and more.

The 2022 Grosz Health Science Lecture Series
was made possible through Carl and Georgina
Grosz’s generosity through the Casper
College Foundation.
Heath Goodall and David Call Presenters
at Sign Fest 2022
Master storyteller Heath Goodall and De´VIA
artist David Call, both deaf professionals, were
presenters during the Sixth Annual Sign Fest
in February.

CROSSROADS

Addressing a Global Pandemic Grosz
Lecture Series Topic
“COVID-19: The Science Behind Addressing a
Global Pandemic” was the topic for the 2022 Grosz
Health Science Lecture Series held in February.
The presenter, Benjamin Noren, Ph.D., is the
co-founder of CellDrop Biosciences. CellDrop
Biosciences is a spinout company from the
University of Wyoming. CellDrop Biosciences is
part of a $354,000 grant to develop sensitive and
high-speed antigen tests for COVID-19 that will
produce results in under three minutes.
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Sign Fest 2022 featured programming for
approximately 210 students enrolled in ASL classes
at Casper College, Kelly Walsh High School, and
Dean Morgan Middle School. “Students come to
this event with all different experience levels in the
language. Some have been studying for three weeks
and some for four semesters,” said Gail Schenfisch,
ASL instructor.
Casper College SVA Chapter of the
Year Finalist
Casper College was one of five finalists for the
Student Veterans of America 2021 Chapter of the
Year award.
The other finalists were all four-year schools and
included California State University, Chico, Georgia
Southern University, Georgetown University, and
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Georgetown
University was named the SVA Chapter of the Year.
The award acknowledges a chapter that embodies
SVA’s mission to provide the resources, support,
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Shawn Moore, center, Casper College Student Veterans of
America chapter president, holds the finalist award for SVA
Chapter of the Year with Jared Lyon, CEO of the SVA and
actress Jamie Gray Hyder.
(Courtesy photo)

and advocacy
student veterans
need for success
to, through, and
beyond higher
education.
“Just being
mentioned in the same breath as prestigious
institutions like Georgetown and MIT really shows
what a gem our veteran’s program is here at Casper
College,” noted Nick Whipps, veteran and military
student services coordinator.
Casper College has been a member of the SVA
since the Casper College Veterans Club was
organized in 2011.
Casper College to Host Quantum
Science Camp
This summer, an opportunity to learn quantum
science will be offered to high school seniors,
college students, teachers, and instructors from July
10-23, at Casper College.

The lead instructor for the camp will be M.
Suhail Zubairy, Ph.D., a distinguished professor in
the Department of Physics and Astronomy at Texas
A&M. The camp will delve into selected principles
of quantum science.
The camp is the brainchild of Marlan Scully
(AA, ’59), Ph.D., distinguished professor in the
Department of Physics and Astronomy at Texas
A&M University.
76th Casper College Commencement Held
The 76th Annual Casper College Commencement
Ceremony was held Friday, May 13, in the Ford
Wyoming Center.
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Two-hundred seventy-eight students marched at
the ceremony, which featured six graduating Casper
College students who sang “The Star-Spangled
Banner” at the beginning of the ceremony. The
singers included Kelsey Bennett (AA, ’22), Jennifer
Box (AA, ’22), Ryan Loghry (AS, AS, CERT, ’22),
Catelyn McCardle (AFA, ’22), Ana Merchant
(AS, ’22), and Jesus Sanchez (AS, ’22).
This year’s commencement speaker was
graduating student Markie Whitney (AA, ’22).
A total of 739 students graduated during the
2021-2022 academic year, earning a total of 682
degrees and 191 certificates.
Casper College 2022-2023 ‘Most Military
Friendly Small Community College’
Casper College has been named to the 20222023 Military Friendly Schools list as a Gold
Award recipient and the most Military Friendly
Small Community College in the country by
Viqtory Media. The list, compiled by Military
Friendly, honors those colleges, universities, and
trade schools that are doing the most to embrace
America’s military service members, veterans,
and spouses as students and ensure their success
on campus.
“One-hundred-twenty-five community colleges
across the country were given a Military Friendly
designation in the small community colleges
category. Casper College was the highest-ranked
out of those schools,” said Nick Whipps, veteran
and military student services coordinator.
According to Military Friendly, over 1,800
schools participated in the 2022-2023
survey. Six-hundred-sixty-five schools
earned award level designations in
gold, silver, and bronze from that
group. Casper College ranked in
the Top 10 of all schools, including
online universities, small public
schools, nontraditional schools, and
private schools.
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By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)

Grand-Slammin’ Man

(Courtesy photo/
Ben Winkler Photography)
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Justin Kinner
graduated with
his Associate of
Arts degree in
elementary education
in December 2013.
“At the time, I had
every intention
of continuing
my educational/
teaching journey
into the elementary
classroom,” he said.
But a series of events
happened personally
on the journey,
making him no longer
have that desire.
Although his
desire to help people
remained strong, he
realized something
was amiss. During this
time, his older sister
Jen Frontiero had
started her physical
therapy clinic. “She
approached me to
see if I’d have an
interest in helping
her. I jumped at the
opportunity,” Kinner recalled. Soon, he was a
certified personal trainer and nutrition specialist.
Five plus years later, the company, Complete
Physical Therapy, has its own location, and “I love
what I do, and the people I work with and for,”
confirmed Kinner.
Kinner is also the head Nordic skiing coach
for Natrona County High School. “A ‘job’ which
continues to fulfill my passion of helping people
to challenge and become the best version of
themselves,” he said.
Kinner is already committed to two jobs that
require him to keep his body in top physical
condition. But running, which he began to do

competitively in middle school and continued
into high school, turned into a different sport
when he decided to become an ultrarunner. As
an ultrarunner, Kinner tests his body and mind’s
ability to run 100-mile ultrarunning events. If that
weren’t enough, last year Kinner challenged himself
to complete an ultrarunning grand slam.
“I often look back and think about my journey
towards ultrarunning. I wonder what could have
happened if I maybe had taken running more
seriously at a younger age. It makes me wonder if I
would have found ultrarunning sooner. Or if taking
it seriously sooner would have burned me out, I
wouldn’t be doing what I’m doing now.
“The latter is a very scary thought because I can’t
imagine my life without the wonderful lifestyle
that trail and ultrarunning have provided me. The
things I’ve been blessed to be able to do with my
body, the people I’ve been blessed to meet, and the
places I’ve been fortunate enough to see on these
two legs. I’ve always been someone who’s enjoyed
and thrived in situations where I’m pushing my
limits. Before trail/ultrarunning, that was through
Nordic skiing and then triathlons.
“Then I found trail and ultrarunning through
my brother, Jon Kinner, and a budding group of
local trail runners around 2012-2013. I did my first
Bighorn Trail Run and was hooked instantly. After
that, I planted a seed in my head that I wanted to
complete a full ironman triathlon and run a 100mile trail ultra before turning 30.”
When he was 28, Kinner completed his ironman
competition at the Vineman in California in the
summer of 2015. The Ironman Vineman triathlon
featured a 2.4-mile swim, 112-mile bike, and 26.2mile run. In June 2016, just three months from his
30th birthday, Kinner completed his first Bighorn
100. “Since then, I have stopped doing triathlons
and completed a lot of trail ultras, including 10 100mile finishes to go with my completion of the 2021
Grand Slam of Ultrarunning,” Kinner noted.
To complete a grand slam in ultrarunning,
Kinner had to complete four of the five oldest or
longest-running 100-mile races in the country in
one summer.
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“For me, the Grand Slam
was the next logical step in my
journey towards challenging and
seeking the best version of myself.
Similar to the promise I had
made to myself about completing
a full Ironman and 100-mile trail
run before turning 30.
“I had learned about the
Grand Slam in discussion with
friends and had accumulated
races needed to start applying for
lottery races like the Western States and Wasatch. It
was then that I promised myself that the year I got
into the Western States 100 would be the year I’d
attempt the Grand Slam.”
In 2019, Kinner proved to himself that he could
complete more than one 100-mile race in one
summer when he completed two 100-mile races
with the Bighorn 100 and the Wasatch 100.
Kinner’s name was drawn in early 2020 in the
Western States lottery. According to Kinner, several
100-mile races are now lottery races, where the
application requires a qualifying race. “None of the
races are easy, but it’s a way for some of the more
challenging races to vet their entries. In some cases,
it makes the participant field more competitive,
but it’s mostly a way to help ensure that the field is
experienced in ultra-events. The Western States is
historically the hardest of the Grand Slam races to
get in, so I wouldn’t have attempted the slam until I
got into Western,” Kinner said.
The excitement of the draw didn’t last long as
COVID-19 gripped the country. The Western States
was canceled, followed soon thereafter by the other
grand slam races. But Kinner took it all in stride:
“My goal was put off for a year. Honestly, it wasn’t
too big of a deal as I’d already waited four years to
get into Western, so I figured, what’s another year?”
The year 2021was a milestone year for Kinner.
Not only did he get his ultrarunning Grand Slam,
but he also became the star of a documentary by
Jeremy Miller chronicling Kinner’s Grand Slam
journey titled “Chasing 400.”
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“Jeremy Miller has had a similar passion for
challenging himself, as well as for capturing and
telling stories. I met Jeremy and a couple of his
friends earlier in the summer of 2020 at the Bridle
Trail in Casper. Jeremy came to some of our Casper
Ultra and Trail Running Society Tuesday Night
Trail Runs and learned about the Night Crawler.”
Each year Kinner hosts the Night Crawler
Endurance Challenge in late August. Now in its
sixth year, the Night Crawler is a 12-hour event run
on an 8-mile loop that switches directions after a
runner completes each lap. The event begins at 6:30
p.m. on Friday and ends at 6:30 a.m. that Saturday.
“There’s no pressure to complete a certain
distance,” Kinner said of the event. According
to Kinner, participants can go for as many
laps as they want in the 12 hours and enjoy the
event’s camaraderie. “Participants set up chairs,
hammocks, and tents in the start-finish-lap area
and either take extended breaks between laps or
try to see how far they can push themselves for
12 hours. Switching directions each lap allows
everyone to see each other more, whether in the
lead or just out for a stroll at night with their
headlamp and some friends. We’ve steadily
grown every year and had 60 solo and relay team
participants last year,” noted Kinner.
In 2020 Miller made time to be at the Night
Crawler. According to Kinner, Miller went a little
over 40 miles in the 12 hours. In covering that
distance, he went further than he ever had on foot
and documented his journey with a GoPro.

Opening title screenshot from the
documentary "Chasing 400."
Watch it on YouTube.
(Courtesy shot/Jeremy Miller)
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Grand-Slammin’ Man cont.

Justin runs on a trail on
Casper Mountain.
(Courtesy photo/
Ben Winckler Photography)

In the spring of
2021, Miller contacted
Kinner “… out of the
blue about a project
he had his heart on.
He asked me what my
plans were for running
that summer of 2021.
He asked if I’d mind
him following me
around for an event,
so when I told him
about my Grand Slam
plans, I could sense his
enthusiasm,”
Kinner said.
Not the type to
put himself in the
spotlight, Kinner
was initially hesitant
to accept Miller’s
offer. After some
contemplation, he
agreed with the
stipulation that
Miller had to capture
everything, “…
including my family
and crew experience
throughout the
journey. I knew that
to accomplish this
goal, it would be about
so much more than me. My family and crew are
my rock; without them, this wouldn’t have been
possible,” Kinner acknowledged.
“Jeremy captured everything and then some in
his 25+ hours of footage that he condensed into
a 54-minute documentary that we now have the
pleasure of sharing with everyone. Our passions
simply blended so seamlessly for this project. One
of my favorite things about all of this has been
the connection we’ve been able to create with
one another. Jeremy is a pro, and I’m blessed and

honored to have had him reach out to me. There are
so many other deserving people for a project like
this,” said Kinner.
Indeed, “Chasing 400” provides the viewer
a chance to see Kinner take on four 100-mile
ultramarathons. The documentary reveals the
mounting stress on his body and mind as the hours
and miles ticked away. Blood, sweat, and tears were
also a large part of Kinner’s runs. Every step of the
way, he credits the support of his family and crew
for helping him achieve his goal.
Kinner’s first race, Old Dominion 100, was held
in Woodstock, Virginia, on June 5, 2021. The race
had a 28-hour cutoff, and for those completing the
race in 24 hours, a silver belt buckle. According to
Kinner, all races set standards for either time or
finish requirements to receive a belt buckle. Old
Dominion covered mixed terrain, including gravel
roads, pavement, single track trails, logging roads,
ATV trails, rocks, streams, and mud, with an
accumulative ascent of around 14,000 feet. Kinner’s
time at Old Dominion was 23:57:18. One belt
buckle down.
The second ultramarathon, the Western States
100, was held on June 26, just 20 days after Old
Dominion. Kinner started at the Olympic Valley ski
area at 5 a.m. and ended at the Placer High School
track in Auburn, California. For this race, Kinner
had to run through rugged terrain, ascend a total of
18,090 feet and then descend a total of 22,970 feet
along with high temperatures through the lower
elevations of the race. This challenging race had two

Justin crosses the finish line at
the Western States 100-mile
Endurance Run..
(Courtesy photo)
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belt buckles up for
grabs: a bronze
buckle for those
able to complete
the run between
24 and 30 hours
and a silver buckle
for those able to
finish the race in
under 24 hours. Kinner earned the bronze buckle
with a time of 25:19:58, and kept his Grand Slam
dream alive. Two belt buckles down.
Kinner next traveled to Leadville, Colorado,
for the Leadville 100 on August 21, seven weeks
after completing the Western States. This race is
held in the Colorado Rockies, and runners run on
mountain roads and forest trails. Leadville features
approximately 15,500 feet of ascent, with all but a
few miles being just below 10,000 feet in elevation,
and topping out on Hope Pass at an elevation of
12,600 feet. A small buckle was earned for finishing
between 25 and 30 hours, and a big buckle for
under 25 hours. Kinner earned the big belt buckle
at Leadville, running and crossing the finish line
with his big brother, Jon, in a time of 24:52:54.
Three buckles down.
The final race was the Wasatch Front 100 Mile
Endurance Run on September 10, just 19 days
after finishing Leadville. A point-to-point race
held in Utah, runners start in the East Mountain
Wilderness Park and finish at Soldier Hollow.
Kinner noted that this was easily the most
challenging course of the four in the Grand Slam.
Over the course of the Wasatch, participants
ascended and descended approximately 24,000 feet
in elevation. The belt buckles varied in this race,
with a 36-hour cutoff. Runners under 36 hours
received the “Badger Heart.” Runners under 30
hours received the “Spirit of the Wind.” Finally,
runners completing the course in under 24 hours
received the “Royal Order of the Crimson Cheetah.”
Kinner received the “Spirit of the Wind” belt buckle
with a time of 27:28:02. Fourth and final belt
buckle earned.
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Finally, for those who complete the Grand Slam
of Ultrarunning, a sculpted bronze of an eagle head
with engravings that signify the runner’s name and
accomplishment is awarded. “I have 10 belt buckles
from my 10 100-mile finishes, including the four I
acquired from completing the Grand Slam and the
bronzed eagle head trophy,” said Kinner.
Of course, without his family and crew, Kinner
admitted, none of this would have been possible
or as rewarding. After a certain point in each race,
often after the first 50 miles, runners can have
people run beside them. These people are
called “pacers.”
“Pacers are not limited to how much they can
run with their runner. A pacer could go the last 50
miles with you if they are willing and able,”
Kinner said.
“(Usually) there are two to four pacer exchange
points at aid stations where you can pick up a new
pacer. I’ve been blessed with a lot of experienced
help from family and friends on my crew and as
pacers throughout.”
Kinner’s pacers included his brother Jon and
sister Jen, brother-in-law Chris Price, as well as
good friends Adam Arguello, Maggie Edmiston,
Nathan Morgan, and Phil Atkinson. “They help
keep me present and help with the challenging
nighttime running and/or route finding. Sometimes
we chat, sometimes it’s quiet. Experienced pacers,
like mine, are invaluable and often keep me
distracted from what I’m putting myself through.
I’ve done events both with and without pacers, and
it’s just a lot more rewarding and fulfilling to have
people that are literally there for you,”
Kinner noted.

l-r: Chris Price, pacer; Lorinda
Kinner, his mother; Justin Kinner,
Janelle Price, sister; John Kinner,
brother and pacer; Jeremy Miller,
videographer, Jen Frontiero, sister
and pacer; Paul Kinner, his father.
(Courtesy photo/Jeremy Miller)
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Grand-Slammin’ Man cont.

Justin runs the downhill halfmarathon in the 2020 T-Bird Trek.
(Courtesy photo/
Ben Winckler Photography)
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Besides picking up pacers, the aid station is also
where runners can visit with supporters, change
shoes, clean feet and apply salve to prevent blisters,
and fuel up with protein, carbohydrate, and electro
light-packed drinks and bars.
“My primary
source of calories,
especially when it’s
hot, is a product called
Tailwind,” said Kinner.
“It’s liquid calories
with a full electrolyte
profile. I put two to
three scoops in my
soft flask bottles for
200-300 calories in
each bottle. Then I
supplement with more
straight water and
solid food items that
look appealing at the
time. After years of
racing and training
experience, you learn
what your body can
take at different times
and situations.”
Each runner must
be aware of the time.
They can stop at an aid
station for as long as
needed, but as Kinner
put it, “The race
doesn’t stop when you
do.” Along the way,
race directors provide
runners with predetermined race cutoff times.
Many aid stations provide runners the specific
time they need to be back on the trail to complete
the race by the overall race cutoff time. “If you get
past the on-course cutoffs but take more than the
allotted time to finish, you don’t receive an official
finish. Fortunately, I have never had to chase cutoffs
in any event I’ve taken part in,” added Kinner.

As noted earlier, there is a toll on an ultrarunners
body and mind. “Covering 100 miles on foot is
extremely taxing on your body and its systems.
There is no ‘couch to 100-mile’ race plans. It takes a
lot of time to build up the aerobic base and strength
that one needs to complete that distance,”
Kinner said.
“The event is truly just a snapshot of all the work
you’ve put into getting yourself to the starting
line of an event like this. There are so many
sacrifices you make throughout training and the
sacrifices your crew makes to be there for you.
That knowledge and my family/crew are a constant
source of strength for me when things get difficult,”
Kinner concluded.
Kinner also knows during any ultramarathon,
he will face “… a roller coaster of emotions and
physical highs and lows. One moment you may
be perfectly in your ‘flow state,’ and then, for no
apparent reason, you feel heavy and lethargic
within a matter of minutes. In those moments, it
comes down to a choice that I make. I can continue
moving forward. Or I can stop and get instant relief
from the pain and struggle I may be experiencing,
but then I wonder, 'how long do you have to live
with that choice?' That’s not something I want to
find out. To this day, every ultramarathon that I’ve
started, I have finished. All have presented options
to make that choice. With the help of my family and
crew, and the faith in myself and my ability, that
choice has always been easy for me.”
In the future, Kinner plans to continue running
in ultramarathons, never taking for granted his
ability to do the things he loves. “One universal
truth that I have found … is that though I may be
struggling, it isn’t getting worse. So it’s a realization
that; if I can live in that state of discomfort and ‘ride
it out,’ then I will get to the finish line. I personally
love and thrive in those moments. The human
body has its limits, but my mind decides what those
limits are.”
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By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)

Longtime Foundation President Retires

Longtime Casper College Foundation President
John Jorgensen has retired.
Jorgensen, who came to Casper in the spring of
1987 as president of First Wyoming Bank, joined
the Casper College Foundation as a board member
that same year. In the spring of 1990, Jorgensen
took over the reins from Bob Miracle as president
of the board. “It has been a delightful 35 years,” he
said of his time on the board.
When Jorgensen began with the board, Swede
Erickson, the legendary Thunderbirds men’s
basketball coach, was the foundation’s director,
having left the coaching arena in 1986. “I worked
with Swede and then when he left, I hired Paul
Hallock (1978-2011) to take over as director in
1993.” When Hallock retired in 2011, Jorgensen
hired Paulann Doane (2011-2019), and when she
left due to health issues, Denise (Neville) Bressler
(’84) was hired.
“When he became president, the foundation
had $13.5 million in assets,” said Bressler. “With
John’s leadership, a business approach was adopted,
and a formal structure for annual fundraising
and supporting college projects was implemented.
These changes resonated with supporters and led
to total assets increasing to $129 million, putting us
in the top five of community college foundations
nationwide,” Bressler noted.
Thanks to Jorgensen’s business management
skills, the foundation moved its investments
from mostly government bonds to diversified
investments with a mix of both stocks and bonds.
“More than 20,000 students have benefited from
John’s leadership with scholarship assistance,”
Bressler said.
But Jorgensen also credits the success of the
Casper College Foundation to what he says is
“the love affair this community has with Casper
College,” adding, “it has been incredible.” That
“love affair” allowed the successful completion of
the “Vision…Campus…Community” campaign.
Jorgensen was the driving force behind the
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campaign, “a
$10 million
capital initiative
to complete the
funding for the
$97,350,000
college master
plan, including
five new buildings.
John also led the
foundation board
to help support
a $23,000,000
revenue bond
for new
residence halls,”
said Bressler.
“I take great
pride when I
drive through the
campus to see all
the buildings that
the foundation has
helped to build. The foundation has seen growth
in the last years while still distributing millions of
dollars to the college and its deserving students,”
Jorgensen said. His unwavering support and
leadership of the foundation resulted in his receipt
of the 2014 Council for Resource Development
Benefactor Award in the Public Rural MediumCampus Institution category. According to the
CRD, the Benefactor Award “embodies the ideals
of philanthropy, leadership, and volunteerism in
the service of community, technical, and
junior colleges.”
“We will miss John and the leadership he has
provided throughout the years, but wish him well,”
said Bressler.

Painting of John Jorgensen,
by Casper College painting
instructor Justin Hayward.
(Casper College photo/Cory Garvin)
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By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)

Faculty and Staff News

Casper College Women’s Soccer team
Assistant Coach Jocelyn Norcross
welcomed a son on Sept. 13, 2021. She and
her husband, Bryce, named the baby Colton
Benjamin Rosswell Norcross. He weighed 7
pounds and 13 ounces at birth. Colton joins
older sister Mia and half-brother Wyatt.
(Photo courtesy/Jocelyn Norcross)

Zachary Vreeman, choral instructor, and Veronica
Turner, adjunct vocal instructor, were the guest
conductors at the 64th Annual Northern Plains Music
Festival at Dickinson State University in Dickinson,
North Dakota. Vreeman conducted the concert’s mixed
choir, and Turner conducted the treble choir. The
festival drew 91 students from 17 Southwest North
Dakota and Montana high schools.
Diego Caetano (2015-2016) was recently appointed
assistant professor of piano at Sam Houston University
in Huntsville, Texas. He was the founder and the artistic
director of Amarillo College Piano Series from 20162020. He is the co-founder and the director of keyboard
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studies at Avila International Music Festival in Ávila,
Spain, and president of the World Piano Teachers
Association-Texas Chapter.
Casper College Librarian Hanz Olson (AA,’ 09)
recently led a workshop on at-home archiving to help
people learn the best practices needed to preserve
family records. The workshop took place at the National
Historic Trails Interpretive Center in Casper.
After 10 plus years as the head
livestock judging coach for the
Casper College Livestock Judging
team, Jeremy Burkett (AS, ’18,
AS,’ 18) will leave as head judging
coach and move into full-time
teaching. Each year the Casper
College Livestock Judging team
competes in various contests. The
team has placed in the top five
several times in past years. Burkett
also created the Casper College Livestock Judging
Camp a decade ago.
Valerie Innella Maiers, Ph.D., co-hosted a panel
session titled “Year of the Student: Attracting College
Students to Campus
Museums” in Edinburgh,
Scotland, in June 2022,
with Patti Wood
Finkle, former CC
museums director (20092021). Innella Maiers
is the 2020 recipient
of the Governor’s Art
Award, which she could
finally accept in person
Valerie Innella Maiers, center,
earlier this year. The
poses with Wyoming Governor
2020 awards banquet
Mark Gordon and his wife Jennie
following the 39th Annual
was canceled in 2021
Arts Awards Feb. 4,
due to COVID. Finally, Governor’s
2022. (Courtesy photo)
her juried publication,
“Creative Collaborations: Humanities programming
in a natural history museum,” appeared in the Journal
of Natural Science Collections. According to Innella
Maiers, the article “… is an exploration of how we can
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(Casper College photo/Cory Garvin)

Jennifer Pepple (AA,’
02), employee recruitment
and training coordinator,
was selected as the RedStone
Recital and Gallery Series
featured artist last February.
Her show, “Somewhere
Under One Sky,” was an
artistic response to travel and exploring the modern
travel industry. That same month, she was a featured
artist and a keynote speaker for the 2022 Humanities
Festival. In addition to an associate’s degree from
Casper College, Pepple holds a Bachelor of Humanities
and Fine Arts from the University of Wyoming and
a Master of Sustainable Tourism from Arizona State
University. Finally, Pepple recently completed the
National Career Development Association’s Instructor
Training Program and received her Global Career
Development Facilitator with Instructor status. She
joins three other professionals in the State of Wyoming
to hold this credential and looks forward to
offering classes to help others with their career
development efforts.

Justin Hayward
was awarded the
People’s Choice
Award, which he won
by a landslide, and
Honorable Mention
this year for his
“Pacific Marten,” an
oil on canvas, for this
year’s Wyoming Game
(Courtesy photo/Justin Hayward)
and Fish Department
Collectible Conservation Stamp Art Show. The 39th
annual contest featured the pacific marten. Game and
Fish received 59 entries from 16 states, including 30
from Wyoming artists. Hayward has entered the event
six times and received two first-place finishes, one
second-place finish, one fourth-place finish, and this
year’s award.
Chris and Amy
Raymond welcomed
their third child, Josie
Louisa, last year on July
22, 2021. Her dad, Chris
(2015-2020), is a former
automotive instructor
at Casper College and
is currently working in
the industry. Mom Amy
(AS, ’10, CERT,’ 10) is a
(Courtesy photo/Amy Raymond)
pharmacy technology
instructor at Casper College. The couple has two other
children, son Logan, 9 and daughter Rylee, 7.
English instructor Dave Zoby won two national
writing prizes from the Outdoor Writers Association
of America. Zoby won first prize for magazine writing
in the fishing category for his story, “Pelagi,” which
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appeared in Strung Magazine, and third in the hunting
category for his story “Staying Gone,” which appeared
in Gray’s Sporting Journal. Zoby also published some
creative nonfiction in The Sun Magazine in February.
That essay was titled “Winter of Flying Walruses.”
Finally, he had a piece in the January Wyoming Wildlife
magazine titled “A Guide’s Life.”
Former art instructor Linda Ryan (1982-2017) had
her installation “Evolving Exploration” on display at the
Nicholayson Art Museum
in Casper. According to
Ryan, the installation
featured both her older
and new work. Sixty
houses, part of her “60
Small House Studies” also
on display, were for sale,
with all of the proceeds
from those pieces going to
(Casper College photo/Becky Wise)
Mimi’s House in Casper, which takes in homeless
youth and provides them with strategies and life skills
in a warm, family-style environment.
Kent Brooks has been busy writing more books.
Brooks, the director of the college’s information
technology department, is also an author of historical
books. Coming out this summer are “Letters Stories
and Incidents from Montana: 1880-1889;” “Letters,
Stories, and Incidents from the Santa Fe Trail: The
Bent’s Fort Years 1833-1849;” and “Letters, Stories, and
Incidents from the Texas Republic: 1836-1845.” These
and his other research compilations step beyond the
facts and figures of a typical history book, telling the
stories of those settling the American West through the
newspapers of the past.
Former Vice President for Student
Services, Joanna Anderson (2007-2013),
recently retired from State Fair Community
College in Sedalia, Missouri. During her
time at SFCC, Anderson had a primary role
in expanding the academic programs and
athletics. She planned to return to the family
farm near Trenton, Missouri.

(Courtesy photo/Joanna Anderson)

engage students from K-College in active learning
through the collections of the Werner Wildlife
Museum. This has ranged from museum studies majors
professionally curating an exhibition in the museum to
“Wildlife with Woods Learning Center” for 5-7-yearolds to develop the children’s writing and oral speaking
skills,” she said.
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Faculty and Staff cont.
Camila Rose Rodriguez and her
mom, Carolina (Hayford) Rodriguez.
(Courtesy photo/India Hayford)

India Hayford, museum
specialist at the Werner
Wildlife Museum, welcomed
her granddaughter, Camila
Rose, on Sept. 30, 2021. Her
mom, Carolina (Hayford)
Rodriguez (’13), recently moved with her husband,
Luis, to South Carolina. Before her move, Carolina was
a police officer in Lafayette, Colorado, and received two
citations for saving lives.

Shaun Bush, photography instructor, gave a lecture
on his personal art practice at Yale University on April
6, 2022, Pasadena Photography Center on March 29,
and the University of Missouri on April 15.

Kayson Cole Bisiar and Lyla
Robin Faye Schlautmann.
(Courtesy photo/Robin Bisiar)

Robin Bisiar, athletics administrative
assistant, became a first-time grandmother with
the birth of her grandson, Kayson Cole Bisiar,
on Aug. 5, 2021. Kayson is the son of Kristian
(CERT, AAS, ’13) and Emily (Chuman) (’11)
Bisiar. Eight days later, on Aug. 13, 2021, her first
granddaughter, Lyla Robin Faye Schlautmann,
was born. Lyla is the daughter of (Robert) Drew
(AS, ’19) and Kirsten (Bisiar) (CERT, ’17, AS, ’18)
Schlautmann.

Shannon Eskam, director
of financial aid, completed
her Ed.D. from the University
of Wyoming this past spring.
Eskam recently took on
additional duties at the college as
the deputy Title IX coordinator.
Mason Hall (08’),
web developer and online
communications coordinator, recently ran the Salt Lake
City Marathon and a 52-mile race, the Bighorn Trail
Run in the Bighorn Mountains in June. He is also a fan
of Casper College’s T-Bird Trek and will be running in it
again this year.

(Courtesy photo/JJeannie Lundahl)

This spring, Ginny Garner, hospitality and
marketing instructor, conducted tourism and customer
service training for Hot Springs County. She also
judged the Wyoming ProStart Competition in Laramie,
Wyoming, and distributed $22,500 in Casper College
scholarships to the five first-place and five second-place
winners for hospitality management.

(Casper College photo)

Teri Hedgpeth (2010-2012), former director of
the Casper College Western History Center, is now the
director of archives for the Madison Square Garden
Entertainment Corp. in New York City. Most recently,
Hedgpeth was the director of the Churchhill County
Museum and, before that, director of archives for the
United States Olympic and Paralympic committee.

Zhanna Gallegos (AA,’ 11), community education
coordinator, was named the 2022 Wyoming Museum
Education Art Educator of the year.
Linda Toohey was chosen
as Casper College’s next vice
president of student services
following the retirement of
Kim Byrd (1991-2022).
Toohey brings 21 years of
service to Casper College and
extensive higher education and
human resource experience to
her new position.

David Lundahl (AS, ’91, AAS, ’95), Jeannie
Holyoak Lundahl (’88), and Mike and Sam Hollister
enjoyed spring break 2021 fishing in Florida. Mike
caught a king mackerel, Sam caught a giant mahi-mahi,
and Jeannie caught a mackerel. “Yes, it’s legal; it’s just tiny
compared to what the kids caught,” she said.
(Casper College photo)
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(Courtesy photo/Ethan Fife)

Nathan Baker, music theory coordinator, has
had a rather busy and productive year. After serving
as music director for Casper College’s fall production
of “Mamma Mia!,” he submitted three proposals to
present some of his research in music theory. All three
proposals were accepted, and he presented two posters
during the 2022 Pedagogy into Practice music theory
pedagogy conference held at Michigan State University
in June. Baker also published a chapter on the logic
behind harmonic progressions in Arnold Schoenberg’s
early atonal music in a forthcoming book on neoRiemannian musical analysis from Vernon Press. Baker
regularly presents his innovative approaches to music
theory pedagogy at national conferences. His teaching
is highlighted in two books on music theory pedagogy:
“Teaching Music Theory” and “The Routledge
Companion to Music Theory Pedagogy.” In addition to
his teaching and research, Baker has continued to be
quite active as a professional trombonist: in addition
to performing with the Wyoming Symphony, Casper
Municipal Band, and Powder River Symphony, he also
recently gave a solo trombone recital for ARTCORE
featuring 21st-century trombone music.
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Former musical theater instructor
Jim Olm (2005-2019) has been busy
since his time at Casper College.
He wrote “Musical Theatre Script
and Song Analysis Through the
Ages.” According to Olm, the book
guides readers through a structured
approach to understanding,
disseminating, and articulating how a musical works.
He is also a full-time writer and composer/playwright.
This past year and a half, he’s been writing a new opera,
“The Lake Between Us,” a love story set amid the worst
storm in Lake Superior history — The Mataafa Blow of
1905. “Thirty ships were shipwrecked during that storm.
The story just begged to be an opera, and a big opera at
that,” said Olm. The opera has 32 songs, 18 soloists, a
soprano, alto, tenor, and bass octet, and Lake Superior
playing a main character by a large SATB choir! He’s
also reorchestrated all of his other musicals, and many
of the songs have been professionally recorded in
Milwaukee for his new website, which can be found at
emeraldgreenproductions.com.
Gail Schenfisch’s bold and colorful
floral oil paintings closed out the 20212022 season at the Mildred Zahradnicek
Gallery with her show, “Bumpa’s Garden.”
“My inspiration for this show is from
a lifetime of beautiful flower gardens
tended by my parents. My father, known
as Bumpa to his grandchildren, worked
long days in his garden until the age of 90,”
said Schenfisch, American Sign Language
instructor.

(Courtesy image/Gail Schenfisch)

Economics instructor Thomas Schelberg (19942016) and his wife, Shelly, have moved to Portland,
Oregon; as Tom puts it, “… to the life of leisure, skiing,
biking, and kayaking.

Leanne Loya, director of
student recruitment and retention,
recently added strategic enrollment
management to her duties.

(Courtesy photo/Jim Olm)

Geology instructor
Kent Sundell recently
co-authored a paper
about the largest
meteorite impact
field on Earth here in
(Casper College photo)
Wyoming. The paper
was published in the Geological Society of America
Bulletin in February and has gotten a lot of national
and regional press. An example of that press coverage
is this link to an article that appeared in Newsweek:
newsweek.com/wyoming-crater-discovered-onlyseen-moons-planets-1679295. Sundell noted that many
Casper College students in his field classes flew drones,
sampled, and mapped the craters.

Ethan Fife, communications
instructor, and Heather Mangan welcomed their first
child on March 22, 2022.
Matilda Mangan Fife weighed
7.5 pounds and was 19.3
inches long.
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By Kaitlyn Root, courtesy of the Wyoming Livestock Record

Foley Builds Successful Business

Jayson Foley (AS, ’11) began shearing sheep at
age 16 and never looked back. His experience as a
shearer helped him gain the skills and knowledge
needed to start a sheep operation of his own.
Jayson and his wife Kelsey raise sheep and goats
while also operating their own shearing business
where they shear goats, sheep, and alpacas for
customers around the U.S.
“This will be the first year we are strictly doing
our own business and running our own livestock
operation,” he added.
Becoming a Shearer
Jayson’s family taught him how to shear sheep on
their operation, Foley Sheep Shearing.
“To become a good shearer, you kind of have
to do it day in and day out,” said Jayson. “It’s not
something you’re going to learn overnight. It was
three years of pushing myself every day.”

Although shearing can be a challenging
occupation, he finds the rewards overcome
the sacrifices.
“It’s rewarding reaching goals I set for myself
and achieving accomplishments in the production
world,” he said.
Opportunities Overseas
Jayson began traveling to New Zealand after
graduating from college, where he worked to
fine-tune his shearing skills.
“I found good connections all over while
traveling,” he said.
Jayson was able to gain knowledge from farming
operations and observe different marketing
techniques in New Zealand, Australia, and the
United Kingdom.
“Everywhere I traveled, I spoke with farmers
and learned about the different farming systems

“It gets to be tough keeping up with expenses, but keep
moving forward and looking at every opportunity to set
yourself apart from competitors.” — Jayson Foley
He referred to shearing as a physically
demanding job.
“It can be hard on the body. Sheep are getting a
lot bigger than they used to be, so it takes a toll at
some point,” he noted.
Not only is shearing physically demanding, the
job requires time commitment as well.
“When you commit to a contractor, you sacrifice
time at home,” said Jayson. “You’re tied to the
business seven days a week, and you may have to
sacrifice missing events at home, especially when
traveling overseas.”
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Americans don’t use,” he said. “This was pretty neat
to see, and I was able to take these ideas with me
and bring them back home.”
Jayson has always wanted to start a sheep
operation of his own, and starting the sheep
operation has been one of his biggest achievements.
“I didn’t think I’d be able to have the opportunity
to raise my own sheep and goats,” he said. “My
wife and I are pretty excited about starting this
operation up.”
Jayson mainly stays within the U.S. now, shearing
in states ranging from Washington to Idaho,
Colorado, and Wyoming.
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“I mainly traveled overseas for eight years to put
myself in the position to be able to buy a farm and
run an operation,” he shared. “We have more of a
production type of livelihood now, rather
than shearing.”
Typical Workday
Jayson mentioned the typical shearing workday
varies a bit depending on if he’s working for a
contractor or organizing the jobs himself.
“When I’m working for a bigger contractor, I
am told every night where we are going the next
day,” he said. “We typically show up at 7:30 a.m.
and shear for an eight-hour day, depending on the
numbers of sheep.”
When organizing the jobs himself, he will
typically locate five jobs in one geographical area so
he can efficiently serve his customers.
“Every job can be different, some may have five
head of sheep, and some may have 20,” Jayson said.
He mentions his customers have various needs for
shearing, including spinning and 4-H lambs.
No matter what the job looks like, Jayson and his
crew hold themselves to high standards and ensure
high-quality shearing for their customers.
“We try to shear as many animals as we can and
be as efficient as possible while still ensuring the
sheep look good,” he said.

“It’s definitely not an easy industry to get going
in,” Jayson said. “It gets to be tough keeping up with
expenses, but keep moving forward and looking
at every opportunity to set yourself apart from
competitors.”
Kaitlyn Root is the editor of the Wyoming Livestock Roundup.
This story originally appeared in the Wyoming Livestock
Roundup. Story reprinted with permission from the Wyoming
Livestock Roundup.

New Shearers
Jayson often helps train new shearers looking
for work and is pleased to see there are more
opportunities for young shearers in the U.S.
“In the fall, we usually have five people shearing
— I’ve trained some and found others through
networking,” he added. “At some point, I wouldn’t
mind doing some sort of school to see if people
would be interested in learning how to shear.”
Jayson encourages young shearers and livestock
operators to work hard and persevere through any
challenges, assuring there will be plenty of tough
times along the way.
Jason Foley sheers a sheep.
(Courtesy photo/Wyoming Livestock Record)
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By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)

CC Grad Wyoming’s First Female Warden

SUPERMAX

(Courtesy photo/Neicole Molden)

On December 17, 2021,
Casper College alum Neicole
Molden (AS, ’92) was
promoted to warden
at the Wyoming State
Penitentiary. The
promotion makes
Molden Wyoming’s
first female warden.
The state pen,
located near Rawlins,
Wyoming, is the state’s
only supermax, or
super-maximum facility.
According to Molden,
a supermax facility “…
basically houses the most
dangerous inmates and is
one of the most secure places
to be housed. We currently have
535 inmates, and I have about 150
employees under me.”
A Casper native, Molden graduated from
Kelly Walsh High School in 1988. She became
interested in criminal justice thanks to a local
Casper police officer. “An officer helped me out
one day with something, and I thought it was so
nice what he did for me, and I thought, ‘I want to
be a police officer,’ and that is how my interest was
sparked,” Molden recalled.

“An officer helped me out
one day with something, and
I thought it was so nice what
he did for me, and I thought,
‘I want to be a police officer,’
and that is how my interest
was sparked.”
28
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To help her graduate, (from
Casper College) Molden was
allowed to bring her 2-weekold baby to class so she
wouldn’t fall behind.
Molden graduated from Casper College with
her Associate of Arts in criminal justice in 1997. “I
had two little babies before I started college, and
that is why there was a break,” she said. To help her
graduate, Molden was allowed to bring her 2-weekold baby to class so she wouldn’t fall behind. “The
staff would bend over backward to see the student
population succeed,” said Molden. While at CC,
Molden had an internship with the Natrona
County District Attorney’s Office in victim
witness assistance.
Following her graduation from Casper College,
Molden worked as a victim witness counselor, a
victim assistance coordinator, and a sex offender
probation officer, to name a few.
She returned to Casper College as an employee in
December 2007, working first as a security officer
and then as the student activities director. “My son,
Deandre Molden (’09), started attending Casper
college and was trying to walk on the basketball
team, so I moved back to Casper. I was able to
support him a lot while working at CC, which I was
very thankful for,” Molden said.
She left CC in October 2009 to take a job as
correctional unit manager at the Wyoming
Medium Correctional Institute in Torrington,
Wyoming. In 2017 she was named the associate
warden at the Wyoming Women’s Center in Lusk,
Wyoming. In January 2020, she was promoted to
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deputy warden at the state pen, and on Dec. 17,
2021, she was promoted to warden.
Molden came into her own with her first
position working for the Wyoming Department
of Corrections. She noted that her job as warden
for the WSP is the most challenging position she
has ever had. “My first six months have been a
challenge. Learning a new role and dealing with
issue after issue can be very overwhelming
at times.”
Despite the difficulties of the position, Molden
admits she was drawn to the job. “I like challenges.
Knowing there has never been a female warden
really got my attention. With WSP being a
supermax facility, that also got my attention, and I
wanted to be at that facility even more,” she said.
Molden works 50-55 hours a week. In addition to
more routine matters, “I go to housing units every

“Wyoming has a lot of
dangerous inmates.” She
paused and said, “I know
it’s hard to believe, but
we really do. Some of the
guys are pretty scary;
unbelievable what some
of them have done.”
day where the inmates live, so they see me a lot.
They stand in front of me talking to me daily,”
she said.
“Only a few of the 535 inmates are from another
state,” Molden said, adding, “Wyoming has a lot of
dangerous inmates.” She paused and said, “I know
it’s hard to believe, but we really do. Some of the
guys are pretty scary; unbelievable what some of
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them have done. They are wired differently and will
probably do it again given a chance.”
Molden and her staff have taken self-defense
classes, and there is an officer on each unit, “… but
you are still talking about 75 inmates to about two
to three staff at one time. It’s very dangerous. They
can attack or assault you at any time,” Molden said.
Standing in front of an inmate who is sometimes
not behind bars can be a scary prospect, but
Molden is known for her direct demeanor and
doesn’t tolerate any nonsense from the inmates or
the staff. “I don’t believe a facility can be run by
sitting behind a desk. I have to be out there. I like to
be able to talk and interact with the inmates to see
what’s going on,” she said.
Based on her past successes in the other
correctional facilities she has worked in and her
drive and perseverance, it is clear that Molden is up
to the challenge of being the warden at Wyoming’s
only supermax facility.

A living unit in the Wyoming State Penitentiary.
(Courtesy photo/Wyoming Department of Corrections)
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By J. Eric Valdez (AA, ’87)

"Armadillo" Breathes It's Last Fire

A

“Armadillo,” the wood kiln in the
ceramics studio at Casper College, began
to breathe its last breath at about 5 a.m. on
Friday, April 29, 2022. This final firing lasted
41 hours, until 10 p.m., Saturday, April 30.
Anticipation for how each piece would
fire ended with awe when the new ceramic
pieces were unloaded on May 3.

A new visual arts building is currently under
construction. The old building was scheduled for
demolition after classes were complete in May. I had
the great opportunity to capture the process of this last
firing of the wood kiln. I hope you can feel the heat
and get a sense of the happiness everyone shared, in this
photo essay.

“Armadillo” began to breathe with a small fire
built in the front fire box, inside the kiln.
The front shelves of pots stood ready for the
inferno to come.

B

C

In this space back between the two sets of loaded shelves, a
second fire was stoked once the kiln became hot enough
to ignite the wood in the back fire box.

D

E
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A: During the loading process, Tori Radosevich (’22)
measured glazed bisque-ware so similar height items
could be loaded on the shelves of the kiln.
B: Derek Green (AS, AS, ’01) handed Mike Olson
(AA, ’93, AAA, ’96, AA, ’99), ceramics instructor,
a glazed octopus with salt waddding glued to the
bottom. The salt wadding is made of refractory
clay, sawdust and sand. The wads raise the pieces
off the shelf so the fire and ash can circulate around
each piece during firing. The back set of shelves are
viewable to the right of Olson.
C: Mike Olson carefully positioned each piece, with
similar height pieces, on shelves stacked in the kiln.
Here he was loading the front set of shelves.
D: After the loading was complete, Robert "Robare"
Walker (’22) sealed the front of the kiln with heat
resistant bricks.
E: Kaitlin Dooling (AS, ’16, CERT, ’19, ‘20) and
Stuart Adams (’22) sealed the front of the kiln after
it was bricked up. The same salt wadding used on
the bottom of the pots was used to seal the cracks
between the bricks. The small bricks sticking out were
the peep holes used to watch temperature cones
inside the kiln.

Robare Walker watches the front fire started in the kiln. He slowly
builds the fire until it can be fed from the side "stoke" holes with
larger pieces of wood.
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(Casper College photos/Eric Valdez)

C

A
A: Early on the first day, Aspen
Wester (AS, ’22 ) stoked the kiln,
from the front "stoke" hole. Your
first reaction is to pull back from the
building heat. The stoker has to slip
the pine log into the kiln in a specific
spot to keep from accidentally tossing
the log on to the pots stacked inside.
B: Mike Olson, ceramic instructor,
peered through the front peep
hole and through the fire at the
temperature cones, to try and
determine how hot the kiln
had become.
C: Through a front peep hole, the fire
boiled inside the kiln.
D: Erin Potter (’22) angled the pine
log into the front fire box of the kiln to
avoid hitting the front shelf of pots.
E: In a timed exposure, Kaitlin
Dooling fed a pine log in the back
“stoke” hole, in between the two
stacks of shelves. The face shield,
overalls and leather gloves helped
protect her from the intense heat.
F: Dino Madsen (’95), medical lab
technology director, adjusted the
burning logs to help them burn as
efficiently as possible. After just a
minute the metal rebar pole was
glowing red hot when it was removed.

D

B

E

F
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By J. Eric Valdez (AA, ’87)

"Armadillo" Breathes It's Last Fire cont.
Cones 12 11 10 9

A: Before the fire — Numbered temperature cones
were placed in several areas of the kiln, to measure the
heat as it rose, to ensure a proper firing took place.
The cones "deform" when the heat reaches that cone's
temperature rating.
B: The heat is rising — Temperature cones 010 and 04
are down, cone 1 is curling over and cone 6 is still straight.
In the back, cones 9, 10, 11, and 12, are still straight. The
temperature is approximately 2,080°F degrees.

Cones 010 04 1 6

A

B

Ceramics instructor Mike Olson stoked the kiln “Armadillo” with
pine logs. This timed exposure image helped capture the movement
of the "stoker" and intense heat inside.
The Anagama style kiln got it's name from the way it looked when
straight bricks were used to create the arch in the roof of the kiln.
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C

C: Nearing the end — Cones 11 and 12 are still straight.
Cone 10 is bending. The others cones are down. The
temperature is over 2,300°F degrees.

“Armadillo” was built in 2003 with approximately 2,500 bricks and
weighed 10 tons. Between six and seven tons of brick were saved
from demolition to be used in a new soda/salt kiln in the new visual
arts building.
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Left: This sign sat outside the kiln until it was cool
enough to unbrick the front. Patience is a virtue,
especially with ceramics.
Below: Mike Olson examined a pot as he began
unloading the front shelves of the kiln. It was a full
72 hours, from the time it was closed up Saturday
night, before Mike could sit inside the kiln.

To see more ceramic pieces that were fired in the
wood kiln and more pictures of the firing, please
attend this ceramic show:

“41 Wood Fired Armadillos”

As we began to shut the kiln down, Mike Olson pulled the damper
plates from the chimney. The plates used are the same material used
in the shelves that hold the pots. The material insulates against the
heat and allowed Olson to move them with just gloved hands.

Left: Rita Mata (’22) showed off a small cup she was very
happy with.
Right: Stuart Adams and Hee Lin Lee (AS, AS, ‘22) examined a mug
Adams created. You can't help but admire the work of others in class,
whether they are first year students or long-time students.
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The Red Peak Gallery at First State Bank
Thursday, September 1, 5-8 p.m.
Artist talk: 6 p.m.
330 South Center St.
Entertainment and refreshments will be available.

Derek Green (left) looked on as Kaitlin Dooling (right) examined her
ceramic octopus. Each student may have an idea of how their pieces
will look once they've been fired, but you never really know. Each
final piece can be a wonderful surprise and a let-down at the same
time. In the background is Amy Sorensen (AA, AS, ’03) and Dino
Madson waited for other pieces to be handed out of
the kiln.
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By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA,’ 79)

Construction Continues:
Naming Opportunities Available
Construction on the new visual arts center
continues at a feverish pace for a completion date in
late August.
As the completion of the 30,045 square foot
building nears, several naming opportunities are
available to the public. The money raised through
these sponsorships will further educational
opportunities for Casper College students.
The building has been named the Dick and
Marialyce Tobin Visual Arts Center.
Of the eight naming opportunities available on
the first floor, five have been taken and named as
follows: Randy Stutheit Wood Shop, Jorgensen
Family Sculpture Studio, Henry J. and Felicia Terry
Kennah Ceramics Studio, and the Casper College
Alumni Association Art Gallery.
The Art Storage Room and Classroom No. 1
are still available, while the lobby name will be
announced soon.
On the second floor, 13 naming opportunities
exist. Of those, two have been named, and the name
of a third room will be announced later. The two
named are the Frank D. Neville Photography Suite,
Sponsored by Williams, Porter, Day, and Neville,
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P.C., and the Jim and Susan Anderson Painting
Studio. The rooms still available include the Mac
Lab, Metal Fabrication Suite, 2D Foundation
Classroom, Print Making Studio, Critique Room,
and five offices.
There are two locations on the grounds of the
Tobin Visual Arts Center. The front plaza will
be named the Hilltop Bank Plaza. The Kiln and
Sculpture Work Area is available to sponsor.
“The Tobin Visual Arts Center is not only the
home for all of our students majoring in or taking
art classes but also for many other activities,” said
Denise Bressler (’84), Casper College Foundation
executive director. Activities include the Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute — OLLI at Casper
College — KEY Camp, artist talks and workshops,
and continuing education courses. “The building
will also host special sessions for the Wyoming Art
Educators Association and partnerships with many
local organizations,” added Bressler.
For more information or to become a sponsor, go
to caspercollegefoundation.org/visual-arts-center
or call 307-268-2684.
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Level Two Floor Plan

Naming opportunities remain for the areas with
white circles. The areas circled in blue have
been adopted by the groups listed to the right.

 Frank D. Neville Photography Suite
Sponsored by Williams, Porter, Day, and Neville, P.C.
 Jim and Susan Anderson Painting Studio

Level One Floor Plan

PLAZA
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Randy Stutheit Wood Shop
Jorgensen Family Sculpture Studio
Henry J. and Felicia Terry Kennah Ceramics Studio
Casper College Alumni Association Art Gallery
Hilltop Bank Plaza
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By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)

T-Bird Athletics

(Casper College photos/Cory Garvin )
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Four sophomore players from the Casper College
Men’s Soccer team signed to play at four-year
schools. The players are Chanhwi Jung, HeeJun An,
David Viscosi, and Keita Chochi.
T-Bird center back ← Jung (AS, ’22) is
from Incheon, South Korea. He signed with
the University of Massachusetts Amherst
Minutemen, an NCAA DI school. The
Minutemen play in the Atlantic 10 Conference.
“His defense was key to helping the men’s soccer
team to a No. 2 finish in Region IX. Chanhwi
was a two-time All-Region player for us, has an
unbelievable motor, and never stops working,” said
Ben McArthur, Casper College Men’s Soccer team
head coach.
← An outside back or center midfielder for
the T-Birds, An (AS, ’22) has signed with the
NCAA DI Winthrop University Eagles. The
Eagles compete in the Big South Conference.
“An was a regular starter and a fantastic player
and teammate,” said McArthur. An is from
Siheung, South Korea.
← Viscosi (AA, ’22), a center for the Birds, has
signed to play with the NCAA DII St. Cloud
State University Huskies, who compete in the
Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference.
“David had a great year and played a key role in
helping the team achieve five shutouts on the year.
He was a captain and natural leader on our team,”
noted McArthur. Viscosi is from Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada.
According to McArthur, ← Chochi (AS, ’22)
was a winger who scored four goals and five
assists in his two seasons with the T-Birds.
Chochi, from Fukuoka, Japan, is headed to the
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
member LSU Shreveport to play for the LSUS
Pilots. The Pilots compete in the Red River
Athletic Conference.

“These four young men have been a pleasure
to have in my program and have put in the work
in the classroom and on the soccer field to allow
themselves the chance to transfer to these top
programs. They have set the bar for what it means
to be a CC Men’s Soccer player. We will miss them
but look forward to seeing their future success,”
McArthur said.

RODEO
Seven Rodeo Athletes to CNFR
In June, the Casper College Rodeo Thunderbird
men sent a team to the College National Finals

(Casper College photos/Cory Garvin )

SOCCER
CC Soccer Men Sign to Four-Year Programs

Rodeo. The men placed second in the Central
Rocky Mountain Region of the National
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association. The men ended
the season with 5,670 points, 2,680 points behind
the first-place University of Wyoming Cowboys
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but 1,940 points ahead of the third-place Laramie
County Community College Golden Eagles.
The team members include the team roping
duo of Kellan and Carson Johnson, who will
be defending their first-place win in last year’s
CNFR. The Johnson brothers are the sons of the
Casper College Rodeo team coach, Jhett Johnson,
a million-dollar career earner in the Professional
Rodeo Cowboys Association, a five-time National
Finals Rodeo Qualifier, and the 2011 World
Champion Team Roper, along with Turtle Powell.
In addition to the Johnson brothers, others
heading to the CNFR from Casper College include
Nevada Berquist, (AS, ’22) team roping header;
Braden Brost, team roping heeler; Myles Carlson,
bareback riding; Kady Locke, barrel racing; Linkyn
Petersek, tie down roping; Trae Smith, team roping
heeler; and Quinten Taylor, saddle bronc.
The top two men’s and the top two women’s
teams from each region will send a full six-man
and a full four-woman teams to the CNFR, and the
top three scorers in each event are also sent to the
CNFR to compete for their school. The CNFR was
held June 12-18 at the Ford Wyoming Center in
Casper. Full results will be available in the Winter
issue of Footprints.

VOLLEYBALL
Three Sign to Play at the Next Level
Three Casper College Volleyball players signed
their letters of intent to play volleyball at the next
level. The three sophomores are Brynne HopeauLampitoc, Giulia Santuari, and Jada Suguturaga.
Hopeau-Lampitoc (AS, ’22) did not play her
freshman year due to an injury, according to Angel
Sharman. “Brynne finished her sophomore year
strong,” noted Sharman, head coach of the Lady
Thunderbirds Volleyball team.
Hopeau-Lampitoc, from Ewa Beach, Hawaii,
will be joining the Lady Warhawks of Auburn
University at Montgomery. As a defensive player,
Hopeau-Lampitoc had 391 digs for the season.
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She will be joined at AUM
by Santuari (AS, ’22), who
came to Casper from Pergine
Valsugana, Italy. Santuari
is known for her hitting
prowess. The Division II
Warhawks play in the Gulf
South Conference and
finished the 2021 season
17-14 under head coach Flavia Siqueira.
Suguturaga (AS, ’22), who hails from South
Jordan, Utah, will be heading to Division
II Augusta University in Augusta, Georgia.
Suguturaga, an all-around player for the T-Birds,
had 330 digs, 19 solo blocks, and 72 blocking assists
for 2021. The Lady Jaguars ended the season 25-9
under head coach Sharon Quarles.
“I’m very proud of all three of these players; their
success and work ethic on and off the court is so
strong that they will succeed throughout life. I
have enjoyed the two years with them, and I look
forward to watching them grow at the next level,”
said Sharman.

l-r: Giulia Santuari, Jada Suguturaga
and Brynne Hopeau-Lampitoc.
(Casper College photo/Lisa S. Icenogle)

BASKETBALL
Gunnare Named 2021-2022 Coach
of the Year
Dwight Gunnare, the Casper College
Women’s Basketball team’s head coach,
was named Coach of the Year in Region
IX for the 2021-2022 year and the fifth
year in a row. It also marks the 10th time,
since Gunnare began coaching at Casper
College in 2008, that he was named Coach
of the Year in Region IX.
“I am most proud of the program’s
success over the last five years. So many factors
and individuals played a huge role in that success,”
Gunnare said.
The Lady Thunderbirds ended the 2021-2022
season 28-5 and became two-time North SubRegion Championship winners with a 20-0

(Casper College graphic/Eric Valdez)

Summer 2022

37

T-Bird Athletics cont.

g

. Ic
en
o

e photo/Lisa S

(C

g

olleg
rC
pe
s
a

Ice
no

Footprints Magazine

e photo/Lisa S.

Summer 2022

le g
Col
er
sp

38

a
(C

(Casper College graphic/Eric Valdez)

One Freshman, Three Sophomores Receive
All-Region Honors
Four players from the Casper College Lady
Thunderbirds basketball team were named to the
2021-2022 North All-Region IX team.
Those named to the North All-Region IX
Tournament Team for their high level of
play during the Region IX Tournament
include freshman Sandra Frau Garcia,
a 5’7” guard from Pego, Alicante,
Spain and sophomores Esperanza
Belen Morales-Lopez, (AS, ’22), a 6’0”
post from Pego, Alicante, Spain; Kate
Robertson, (AS, ’22) a 6’2” forward from
Casper and a former standout player
for Natrona County High School; and
Joseana “Jo” Vaz, (AS, ’22) a 6’0” guard
from Praia, Cape Verde.
North Region IX coaches voted on
Garcia, Robertson, and Vaz for their
success during the regular season. The
three received recognition for their
consistent play throughout the
entire season.
The Lady Thunderbirds ended the
2021-2022 season 28-5 and became twotime North Sub-Region Championship
)
winners with a 20-0 conference
le
record, winning the 2022 Region IX
Women’s Basketball Tournament and
making two appearances at the NJCAA
national tournament.
“I believe it is a great honor for them to
be recognized, and as their coach, I know
they are very deserving. They represent
Casper College very well on and off the court.
I love my job because I get to know tremendous
individuals,” said Head Coach Dwight Gunnare.

Agee and Wright Sign Letters of Intent
Casper College basketball players Rashaun Agee
(AA, ’22) and Gus Wright (AA, '22) signed
their letters of intent to play basketball at a
four-year school.
Agee, a 6’7” forward, signed to play ball at
Bowling Green State University in Bowling Green,
Ohio. Wright, a 6’7” forward,
will play for Dickinson State
University in Dickinson,
North Dakota.
Agee came to the
T-Birds as a transfer
from New Mexico State
University. Originally
from Chicago, Agee was
a standout at Bogan High
School. During his one season at
CC, Agee averaged 20.1 points per game and 11.5
rebounds. He was named to the All-Region First
Team, All-Tournament team, and is an
All-American nominee.
“Rashaun is one of the more all-around
productive players we have seen here at Casper.
He gave effort every day and really has grown
during his time with us here. I am proud of what
he has become and his next step in his academic
and basketball journey,” said Shaun Gutting,
Thunderbird men’s head coach. The Division I
Falcons play in the Mid-American
Conference East Division.
Wright signed with Dickinson
State, an NAIA institution
that competes in the North
Star Athletic Association
Conference. Wright
transferred to Casper College
from Colorado State-Pueblo.
Wright was a major key to
multiple wins for the T-Birds
during the 2021-2022 season coming
off the bench and producing. Wright is from
Sheridan and played high school basketball at
Sheridan High School.

)
le

conference record, winning the 2022 Region IX
Women’s Basketball Tournament and making two
appearances at the NJCAA national tournament.

“Gus was a major part of a lot of wins for us
this year. He came in off the bench ready to go
on multiple occasions, and he affected the game
positively for us in each of them. He is going into a
great situation where he can be a key player for the
Blue Hawks. I am looking forward to seeing him
only get better and better at the next level,”
Gutting said.
The Casper College Men’s Basketball team ended
the season 17-13 under Gutting and Lester Stewart,
assistant coach.
Four Lady T-Birds Sign to Universities
Four sophomore women’s basketball players
are saying goodbye to Casper College and hello to
basketball careers at the university level.
Dejaan Schuler (AA, ’22), a 5’8” guard from Te
Aroha, New Zealand, will play next season for the
Stetson University Lady Hatters in Deland, Florida.
Schuler finished her career at Casper College,
shooting 39% from beyond the 3-point arc, the
sixth-highest in program history. Last season the
Hatters went 20-12 for the season under head coach
Lynn Bria. The DI Hatters play in the
ASUN Conference.
Joseana “Jo” Vaz (AS, ’22), a 6’0” guard from
Praia, Cape Verde, will play for the DI Colorado
State University Lady Rams in the Mountain
West Conference. During her two years at Casper
College, she received several honors, including
being named twice as an All-Region IX player, a
2022 selection to the All-Region IX Tournament
team, and a 2022 All-American Honorable
mention. Last season under head coach Ryun
Williams, the Lady Rams went 21-12, including a
win over the Wyoming Cowgirls in the Mountain
West Tournament. CSU is located in Fort
Collins, Colorado.
Esperanza Belen Morales-Lopez (AS, ’22), a 6’0”
post from Pego, Alicante, Spain, is heading to the
University of New Hampshire in Durham, New
Hampshire. Morales-Lopez was a 2021 Academic

All-American and was selected to the 2022 AllRegion IX Tournament team. The DI Wildcats play
in the American East Conference under head coach
Kelsey Hogan.
Natrona County High School standout Kate
Robertson (AS, ’22), a 6’2” forward from Casper,
will play for the University of Alaska-Anchorage.
During her two years as a Lady T-Bird, Robertson
was named a 2021 Academic All-American and
was selected for the 2022 All-Region team and
2022 All-Region IX Tournament team. The DII
Seawolves compete in the Great Northwest Athletic
Conference and last season were 20-7 under head
coach Ryan McCarthy.
The four Lady Thunderbirds had a remarkable
two years at Casper College and helped the team
to compile an overall record of 50-7. The team also
became two-time North Sub-Region Championship
winners with a 20-0 conference record, won the
2022 Region IX Women’s Basketball Tournament
and made two appearances at the NJCAA national
tournament. According to Dwight Gunnare, the
2021-2022 team is also poised to finish in the top 20
in team GPA.
“I have thoroughly enjoyed coaching our
sophomore class,” said Gunnare, head coach.
“They have accomplished so much during their
two years at Casper College, both athletically and
academically. I am very proud of them, and I am
extremely confident that they will continue to be
successful at their next university and beyond,”
he added.

L-r: Kate Robertson, Dejaan Schuler, Joseana “Jo” Vaz, Esperanza
Belen Morales-Lopez.
(Casper College photo/Lisa S. Icenogle)
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By Cassady (Howard) Hoff (AA, ’98, AS, ’98) and Cassidy Geiger

Sensory Room Created for
Sensory-sensitive Students

Cassady Hoff, left, occupational
therapy assistant program
director and Beth Floyd,
librarian, pose in the new
sensory room at the Goodstein
Foundation Library. The two
led students in the creation
of the room.
(Courtesy photo)

Members of the Casper College
Occupational Therapy Assistant
Club who helped in the creation
of the new sensory room at the
Goodstein Foundation Library.
L-r: Tesla McConnaughey,
Kenzie Andrews (CERT, CERT,
AS, ’21), Tamara Morrison
(CERT, CERT, ’21), and Erin
Valentin (CERT, AS, ’21,
CERT, ’22).
(Courtesy photo)
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In 2019, the Casper College
Goodstein Foundation Library
received an Innovations Grant
to create a sensory room in the
library. The project, completed in
collaboration with students from
Casper College's Occupational
Therapy Assistant Club, OTA
Program Director Cassady
Hoff (AA, ’98, AS, ’98), MSOT,
OTR/L, and former Librarian,
Beth Floyd, was recently finished and is ready
for student and community use!
Occupational therapy helps improve a person's
life by looking at them from a holistic, occupational
focus. The Casper College Occupational Therapy
Assistant Program was included in designing the
sensory room to utilize their knowledge of best
practices within the field of occupational therapy.
From an occupational therapy standpoint,
let's look at what life for a college student looks
like and the stressors they may encounter. For
college students, this means attending and passing
classes, talking to teachers, and holding themselves
responsible for their own learning. It also means
social participation by meeting new friends,
socializing across campus, and becoming part of
college clubs or organizations. Then there is the
financial component of paying for college. Many
Casper College students work while taking a full
credit load.
Approximately .02% of students at Casper
College require some form of accommodation for

academics. The environmental shift from home
life to college life can be challenging as there is
not a lot of time for students to be alone or have
an environment that is sensory and distractionfree — especially if they live in the Residence Hall.
Occupational therapy looks at the individual and
helps create an academic environment that will
help students gather their thoughts, regulate their
emotions, and use their time wisely for academic
success. Occupational therapy teaches students
about tools in their environment to regulate their
emotions and their body's response. The sensory
room is an example of setting the student up for
success through prevention, not reaction.
The intent of the sensory room in the library is
to create a safe space that will allow students with
sensory sensitivities to regulate their emotions
and need for academic success. The occupational
therapy assistant students spent time choosing
the best location. The site was chosen based on
its easy access for students with disabilities and
communication needs and was the least disruptive
to other students in the library.
Next, the occupational therapy assistant students
researched and collaborated with Hoff. The room
color, setup of the desks, calming interventions,
weighted blankets, noise-canceling headphones,
and lights were carefully selected to allow the
students to have a choice of tools and equipment
that are beneficial to their own specific needs.
This room is helpful to those with anxiety,
attention deficit challenges, auditory challenges,
or high-stress levels. It is definitely an asset to have
a study room to help students with and without
disabilities decompress, increase their academic
success, and improve their mental health and wellbeing. We believe it shows the faculty and staff here
at Casper College want our students to succeed, and
through collaborative efforts, the college will find
ways to put our students' needs first.
The room is available for student and community
use by walk-ins and can be booked on the library's
website, caspercollege.edu/library, using the "Book
A Study Room" link.
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By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)

CC 2021-2022 End-of-Year
Honorees Named
Eight Casper College employees were recognized
with 2021-2022 year-end honors during the college’s
annual retirement and recognition reception.
Sally Jenkins, custodian, was recognized with
the Robert O. Durst Classified Staff Award. The
award is designed to recognize a classified staff
member who demonstrates an outstanding service
reputation in their job performance, knowledge,
effectiveness, character, communication,
cooperation, judgment, and interactions.
The Outstanding Administrator was Brian Clark
(AS, ’11, AS, ’16), IT network coordinator. The
award is designed to recognize an administrator
who demonstrates an outstanding service
reputation in their job performance, knowledge,
effectiveness, character, communication,
cooperation, judgment, and interactions.
The Judith Bailey Scully Award recipient was Eric
Atkins (AA, ’01), Spanish instructor. Established
by Casper College Alumnus Marlan O. Scully
(AA, ’59) in honor of his wife Judith, the award
recognizes faculty who demonstrate academic
excellence as characterized by Judith’s outstanding
accomplishments as a Casper College and
University of Wyoming student.

There are two Shanklin awards named for
longtime Casper College Emeritus psychology
instructor Garth Shanklin (1986-2012). The
awards promote recognition of full-time and
part-time Casper College teaching faculty who
display exceptional commitment to teaching and
have made significant collegial contributions to
the college. The Shanklin Faculty Leadership
Excellence Award winner was Jared Bowden,
physics instructor and the Shanklin Adjunct
Faculty Teaching Excellence Award winner was
Leilani DeClue (’79), adjunct instructor.
Thom DeVoogd, education instructor, and
Teresa Stricklin, mathematics instructor, were
both recognized with the Rosenthal Outstanding
Educator Award. To be chosen for the award,
the recipient must possess the qualities of an
outstanding educator, document participation in
professional organizations and/or activities, and
take an active role in the community and/or out-ofschool cultural activities.
Finally, Mitchel “Miko” Millan, chemistry
instructor, was named the Phi Theta Kappa Terrific
Learning Coach of the year. The award recognizes
the instructor who has made a difference in Casper
College students’ educational careers.

Sally Jenkins

Brian Clark

Eric Atkins

Jared Bowden

Leilani DeClue

Thom DeVoogd

Teresa Stricklin

Mitchel “Miko” Millan
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By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)

Fifteen retire from Casper College

Casper College said farewell to 15 employees who
accounted for nearly 255 years of combined service
to the college.
← Kim Byrd came to Casper
College on Dec. 2, 1991, as an
assessment specialist. She was
hired under the Carl Perkins
Grant to work with students with
disabilities. The grant had three
years left of funding, so
she thought she would be
done with her career at CC
after the three years were
up. Little did she know!
In 1995 Byrd was moved
to institutional funds and
took over the GED and placement testing,
and continued to work with students with
disabilities. In 2008 she became the single
parent coordinator, and for four years during
her time as the single parent coordinator,
she also established a cheerleading program.
When the Walter H. Nolte Gateway Center
opened in August 2011, Byrd became the director of
the Casper College Student Success Center. As the
director, Byrd was over the single parent program,
disability services, career services, and the
academic probation program. In 2013 when Vice
President for Student Services Joanna Anderson
(2007-2013) left, Byrd served one year as the interim
VP of student services. She was then named the VP
of student services in 2014. According to Byrd, the
most memorable moments from her time at Casper
College “… included GED graduations, and seeing
my single parents walk across the stage at Casper
College graduations, knowing their lives would
be changed forever. Another great memory is the
establishment of a BOCES-funded program, which
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helps our first-generation students, the homeless,
and students who have aged out of the foster care
system the opportunity to attend Casper College.”
Most importantly, and my best memory above all,
was being handed a check for $1 million by Neil
and Doris McMurry in 2008. The state matched
endowed donations at that time, so the college
actually received $2 million to continue funding
the Single Parent Program and the Early Childhood
Learning Center,” Byrd added.
← Russ Christiansen
worked as an adjunct
paramedic instructor at
Casper College from March
2008 to December 2008.
He became a full-time
paramedic instructor in
January 2009 and ultimately
the program director
when he helped establish
the Associate of Science
paramedic technology
program. “Working with
former Vice President of Academics Carmen
Simone (1993-2011), former Department Chair of
the Casper College Nursing program Jolene Knaus
(1986-2010), and local physician Todd Beckstead,
the program enrolled its first students in the fall
of 2009,” said Christiansen. “Since the graduation
of the first cohort, and the successful completion
of the initial accreditation site visit in 2011, the
program has expanded to include training for state
and nationally recognized levels of medical first
responders. These include EMT, AEMT, Wyoming
intermediate, paramedic, and the community
EMS technician and clinician. Graduates
from the programs enjoy successful careers in
Wyoming and across the country in emergent
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and nonemergent ground, flight transport, and
leadership roles,” noted Christiansen. He came
to Casper College after more than two decades
of providing emergency medical services at all
levels to Wyoming citizens and visitors. While
retirement plans include continuing to adjunct for
the EMS education programs at Casper College,
Christiansen’s plans also include following his
grandkids’ activities, camping, fishing, hunting,
woodworking, and travel.
← Connie Colman began
working part-time on Nov.
6, 2001, in the Castellow
Adult Learning Center
at Casper College. She
became full-time in August
2002. Colman has served
students in many different
settings. She considers
working with students
experiencing incarceration
among her most rewarding
achievements and has helped
hundreds of incarcerated students attain their High
School Equivalency certificates. She has received
several awards, both from the state and Casper
College. A Wyoming native who has
lived in Casper for 45 years, Colman
received her bachelor’s degree in
social work with honors in 1992. After
staying home with young children
for six years, she joined the staff of
the Casper Workforce Center in 1998
before coming to Casper College. She
and her husband have two grown
sons, one a recent Harvard graduate
and the other a graduate of Peking
University in Beijing with a master’s
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in literature, art, and Mandarin.
Colman and her husband will
continue residing in Casper during
the summers but plan to escape the
Wyoming winters while enjoying
their condo in Arizona.
→ Mary Jo Daniels started as an
adjunct instructor in the nursing
program beginning in August
2014. In August 2016, she became a
full-time nursing educator in
the department.
→ Paula Epperson began her
career at Casper College on Aug.
1, 2007, as a student services office
assistant. In August 2009, she
became a financial aid specialist.
She worked as an admissions/
records specialist preparing for the
Walter H. Nolte Gateway Center to
open with the “One Stop” concept
as part of the Casper College
Student Success Center in August
2011. Her title then changed to
enrollment services specialist.
← Beth Floyd started at the
college on Aug. 18, 2003, in the
Goodstein Foundation Library,
where she taught library research
for many classes, including
nursing, biology, radiography,
OTA, and paramedics. She also
provided library research assistance
for students in person and via
email. While at Casper College,
Floyd served on the steering
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Fifteen retire from Casper College cont.

committee for the college’s Higher Learning
Commission reaccreditation and was a member
of the faculty senate and various committees.
She was also involved in the Wyoming State
Library’s WYLD Network and served as the chair
of the online quality committee and as a training
committee member. In the community, Floyd is
a past parent age representative for the Casper
Amateur Hockey Club, Squirt level. She is currently
a driver for Meals on Wheels which she has been
doing since 2017.
← Megan Graham began teaching at
Casper College on Aug. 22, 1988, as an
electronics instructor. She also taught
classes for the robotics, renewable
energy, and process control programs
during her career. She participated in
multiple projects, including the rocket
project, helping to build the pendulum
in the Wold Physical Science Center, the
drone competition at the South Dakota
School of Mines, the NASA Eclipse
Balloon project, the Amazon Robot
Picking Challenge, and many
robotics competitions.
Rex Hartford was hired in October 2020 as
a Casper College security officer and retired in
October 2021.
← William “Bill” Hout began working
at Casper College as a temporary
grounds/maintenance worker in August
2009 and worked in that capacity until
July 11, 2010. The next day, July 12,
2010, he became a full-time carpenter/
handyman/maintenance worker. He
retired in December 2021.
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→ Diane Mestas
started as a temporary
summer employee in
1990. On June 3, 1991,
she began working full
time in the maintenance
department. From 2001
to 2007, she was a bus
driver for athletics, and
in 2004 she became a
shipping and receiving assistant. Her final position
as a mail clerk began in 2010. Mestas retired on
Feb. 14, 2022.
→ Tanya Peterson
started at the college as
a financial aid specialist
on Jan. 3, 2000. “It was
the first day back after
the Christmas break,
and I was told to wear
my tennis shoes because
it would be hectic. Talk
about baptism by fire —
the phones were ringing,
and students were
coming into the office
asking questions; what a
learning experience and I was hooked on financial
aid,” she recalled. Peterson was named Employee
of the Month for November 2010. She became an
enrollment services specialist, where she admitted
students and processed their federal financial aid as
part of the “One Stop” concept that was part of the
new Casper College Student Success Center, which
began when the Walter H. Nolte Gateway Center
opened in August 2011. She finished her career as a
financial aid processor when she retired in
August 2021.
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→ Cammy Rowley was
an adjunct education
instructor at Casper
College from August
1999 to 2005. On Aug. 23,
2005, she became a fulltime education instructor
after teaching for 18 years
in K-12 public schools.
Teaching in both the
teacher education and early childhood education
programs, Rowley learned from and with her
students. She demonstrated and lived the teaching
and learning continuum. During her time at CC,
learning continued through accessing the Barbara
Scifers Female Doctoral Incentive Award for her
Ph.D. work, the Netherlands Faculty Exchange, and
a sabbatical studying campus child-care settings
about mentoring and feedback.
Rowley’s commitment to teaching and the
institution was recognized with the Scully Award
for Academic Excellence and Leadership in
2019, the Shanklin Faculty Leadership Award
in 2014, and the National Institute for Staff and
Organizational Development Excellence Award in
2013. Rowley served as a Casper College Faculty
Senate chair from 2011 to 2013 and was named
a Phi Theta Kappa Terrific Learning Coach in
2008 and 2010. Rowley was also a nominee for the
Rosenthal Outstanding Educator Award in 2012.
Developing the art of teaching and understanding
the science of learning are Rowley’s passions. She
often defines herself as a teacher, learner, and
reader. She is excited about new chapters on
her journey.
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→ Donna Sonesen began
her career at Casper College
on Aug. 9, 1999, as director
of the Inga Thorson Early
Childhood Learning
Center. She retired in
December 2021.
→ Belle Stapleton came to
work at Casper College on
July 9, 2007, as a custodian in Bailey
Hall. In 2008 she became the crew
leader of the auxiliary custodians
for the Roberts Commons, the
Strausner Student Center, and the
residence halls. Soon the college
combined the departments, and
Stapleton worked with the other
crew leaders campus-wide. She
received the Durst Classified
Staff Award in 2013. She began
her current position as facilities
scheduler on June 6, 2016. In addition to her job,
Stapleton participated in leadership classes, was
active in Staff Alliance, the United Way, and as a
member of the policy committee. “The learning
environment and the wonderful people make
Casper College a great place to work. I have many
fond memories of my time here,” she said. She will
retire in December.
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1950s

1970s

Barbara (Atwood) Barella’s (’53) artwork was
part of an exhibition at the Rock Springs, Wyoming,
Community Fine Arts Center. The exhibit featured
works from the members of the Scotch and Watercolor
Society in Casper. She attended Casper College on
a scholarship and then married her high school
sweetheart Frank. Together they successfully raised a
family of four. She pursued her career as a geological
draftsman until she retired. Barella now spends her
free time with her art, her grandchildren, a successful
business of making fine jewelry, and traveling
extensively throughout the world.

Linda Nistler Coachman (CERT, ’72) wants to
reconnect with former class members as she has lost
contact with you. In the fall of 1972, she went to work
at the VA Hospital in Sheridan, Wyoming. In 1974,
Coachman moved to Spearfish, South Dakota, worked
in the area until 1978 and then returned to the Sheridan
VA. In the fall of 1980, she went to the University of
Wyoming to get her BS in nursing and then moved
to Denver in 1984. There she met “a wonderful man
who grew up in South Florida.” The two got married in
1995. They moved to Cape Coral, Florida, in 2004, and
she retired from nursing in 2017. To reconnect with
Coachman, please send your information to rwise@
caspercollege.edu, and we’ll pass it along.

(Courtesy photo/Rhino Dreams)

David “Dave” Bowman (AA, ’67) checked in on
Facebook to let us know he was at Homecoming on
Saturday, Feb. 12. Dave is still residing in Arkansas.
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Between teaching English
composition at the University of
California, Kathryn Susan (Van
Alstine) Williams (AA, ’68) and
her colleague Carolyn Waggoner
decided they would write a novel.
Five summers later, they finished
“Rhino Dreams” and found a
publisher. Williams noted that Casper
College English professor Margaret
Demorest (1960-1985) fueled her
love of literature and writing. Set
against the formidable backdrop of
the Namib Desert, “Rhino Dreams”
dramatizes the crisis of the black
rhino, interweaving this ecological
darkness with the internal and
external battles of three characters
driven by fierce passions. It’s Jane
Goodall meets Jane Austen in a sometimes humorous
and sometimes poignant ride.

Former Casper College Alumni Association
President David Long (’72) became a grandfather
for the first time with the birth of Emryn Jean Long
on May 23, 2022. Emryn weighed 7 pounds, 9 ounces
and measured 19.25 inches long. She is the daughter of
Long’s son Andrew.
Ron Franscell (AA, ’78, 2003 distinguished alumni)
had a book launch party for his newest true crime book
“SHADOWMAN:
An Elusive Psycho
Killer and the Birth
of FBI Profiling.”
“An Editor’s Picks:
Best History,
'SHADOWMAN'
tells the entangled
tales of a harrowing crime and the introduction of
sophisticated criminal profiling at the FBI,” according
to Franscell. He just finished his Rocky Mountain book
tour, which took him to Wyoming, Montana, Utah, and
New Mexico. He also took time to speak at the Roosevelt
High School Class of 2022 graduation on May 27 at the
Ford Wyoming Center in Casper.
Gerald Mattinson (’78) retired in March as the head
coach of the Wyoming Cowgirls Basketball team. He
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1960s

1980s

l-r: Adam Uhrich, Jeff Bullard, Scott Jones
(Courtesy photos/Casper Police Department)

Several police officers with the Casper Police
Department received promotions in April at a
promotional ceremony with family, friends, and
members of the CPD. Each officer had a family member
pin on their new badge. Then Chief Keith McPheeters
“re-issued the officers’ oath of office, reaffirming their
dedication to protect and serve the best city in America,”
according to the CPD. Casper College graduates
included Sergeant Scott Jones (AAS, ’88), promoted to
Lieutenant, Officer Adam Uhrich (AAS, CERT, ’14),
promoted to sergeant, and Jeffrey Bullard (AA, ’98),
promoted to lieutenant.

1990s
Jackie (Ross) King (’92) was recently appointed
as U.S. Senator Cynthia Lummis’ state director. King
most recently served as one of Senator Lummis’ field
representatives based out of Casper. In a release from
Lummis’ office, King said she was “… honored to serve
Senator Lummis and the state of Wyoming in this new
position.” She took over as the state director after the
death of former State Senator Leland Christensen. King
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began her career in the U.S. House of Representatives,
working for Barbara Cubin, Cynthia Lummis, and Liz
Cheney. She will continue to be based out of Senator
Lummis’ Casper office as state director. “Jackie has been
with me through thick and thin,” said Senator Lummis
in the release. “We are still mourning the loss of our dear
friend and colleague Leland Christensen, but I know
that Jackie will do an incredible job stepping into his
shoes.”
Ray DeWitt, Ed.D., (’96) left CC in the spring of
2000 for Montana State University-Bozeman to finish
his bachelor’s degree. After some time, he returned to
MSU-Bozeman and completed his master’s in 2004.
He returned to the University of Wyoming in 2014 and
finished his Ed.D. in math education in 2017. “I have
taught at high school, community college, and now Lake
Superior State University. I am giving back by serving as
the president of the local school board and also serving
on the Michigan Board of Dentistry,” he said.
Barton “Bart” Lee Olson (’98) has
been named undersheriff for the Natrona
County Sheriff’s Office. A 23-year
veteran of the NCSO, Undersheriff Olson
was previously assigned as sergeant to the
NCSO Resident Deputies, which patrols
the Alcova, Pathfinder, and Casper
Mountain areas.
Michelle (Finley) Kremers (AAS,
’99) is the public health nurse in Lusk,
Bart Olson
Wyoming. Kremers said she wants to
develop relationships with her patients served through
public health and play a key role
in the wellness and health of Lusk and Niobrara
County residents.

(Courtesy photo/Natrona County Sheriff’s Office)

retired after three years as head coach. Before that, he
served under Joe Legerski for the previous 16 seasons.
Mattinson posted a 48-35 (.578) record in his three years
as head coach, which included winning the Cowgirls
first Mountain West Tournament championship
last year before being beat by UCLA in the
NCAA Tournament.

2000s
Jacob Black (AAS, ’00) has been appointed as the
Casper Fire-EMS Department’s interim fire chief. Black,
a 21-year veteran of the department, is stepping into the
role due to the retirement of the previous chief on Friday,
May 6. Black, who previously served as a battalion
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chief for the department’s A Platoon, said that he was
… “honored to be selected as the interim fire chief for
Casper’s Fire-EMS Department and am excited to be
a part of this transition.” A new chief is expected to be
hired within 90 days.

(Courtesy photo/
Natrona County Schools)

(Courtesy photo)

Craig Kidder (AAS, ’01, AS, AS ’14) is a captain
with the Casper Fire-EMS Department. Kidder also
has a company on the side, Custom Compost, which
produces approximately 250,000 pounds of organic
compost from waste material. Kidder, who comes from
an agriculture background, initially got involved with
a Casper College pilot project to reuse the animal waste
generated at the Casper College Ranch. Before the
project, the waste was dumped into the landfill. From
this project, Custom Compost was born.
According to The Washington Post, Josh
Peters (AAS, ’02) was named head of global
commercial data strategy, partnerships and
governance for Client Solutions. In this
role, he is responsible for driving The Post’s
consumer data strategy with a focus on the
direct sold ad business, data partnerships, and
identity resolution. Peters first day on the job
was April 4, and he is now based in New York.
Rebecca (Becky) Sue Byer (’03), Casper’s Kelly
Walsh High School math and computer science
teacher, has been named a 2021 Presidential Awards
for Excellence in Mathematics and Science
Teaching State Finalist. In her 17th year
of teaching, Byer taught math at Casper’s
Dean Morgan Junior High and has shared
her tremendous talents and love of math
and computer science with students and her
colleagues at Kelly Walsh High School for the
past 16 years.
After graduating from Casper College, Laurel
Henry (AA, ’03) took classes at the University of
Wyoming at Casper. She was glad this opportunity
was offered so she could pursue her bachelor’s in social
work. Henry received her master’s degree in clinical
social work at Florida State University. After graduating
with her MSW, she began working with individuals
experiencing vision loss. She has spent the last 16 years
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working in Florida and Wyoming,
assisting clients and their families
to adjust to vision loss, teaching
the use of assistive technology, and
helping clients develop independent
living skills. In 2018 she completed
a graduate program at Stephen F.
Austin State University and became Laurel Henry with her
a certified orientation and mobility Seeing Eye Dog, Georgia.
(Courtesy photo/Laurel Henry)
specialist. She teaches individuals
with vision loss to travel safely
and independently. She has been with the Wyoming
Department of Education, Vision Outreach Services
for two and a half years as an educational consultant.
Henry recently traveled to Georgia to receive training to
become a self-defense instructor for the blind.
Casper College graduate Chancey Williams (AA,
’03) and the Younger Brothers Band will be the opening
act for country music star Dierks Bentley at the 2022
Cheyenne Frontier Days Rodeo on July 23.
Natrona County Fire District Capt. Darek Pepple
(AAS, CERT, ’04) was deployed to Arizona to assist on
the Crooks Fire, burning in the Prescott National Forest
in Arizona. The Crooks Fire, discovered on April 18,
has, at the time of this writing, burned an estimated
9,402 acres. According to the U.S. Forest Service, the
anticipated containment date was June 1, 2022.
The Natrona County School District recently
recognized 13 instructors who had completed their
National Board Certification. According to the National
Board for Professional Teaching Standards, “(The)
National Board Certification was designed to develop,
retain, and recognize accomplished teachers and
generate ongoing improvement in schools nationwide.
It’s the highest certification a teacher may obtain in
addition to being the most respected one.” In the group
were Casper College graduates who completed the
certification process. They are Valeri “Val” T. Hudson
(AA, ’05), Jennifer L. Martinovich (AS, ’10), Audrey
C. Ortberg (AAA, ’98), Tracie L. (Rebich)-Ginder
(AA, ’10), Carla (McCoy) Itzen (AA, ’94), Cassidy
Jerding ( ’08), and Alexis J. (Banta) Barney (AA, ’14).
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Jessica L Blackman (AS ’08, AS, ’09) graduated
with her doctorate in occupational therapy from the
University of North Dakota at Casper College on May 7.
It is the first doctoral cohort from the program as UND
changed from a master’s in occupational therapy to a
doctorate three years ago.
Linda Olsen (AS, ’09), one of several winners at the
fifth Casper Start-Up challenge, recently unboxed the
latest version of the product she designed, the Earth
Throne. Olsen developed Earth Throne, a closed-cell
EVA foam plastic toilet seat riser to support homebound
caregivers and professional medical staff. The Earth
Throne is a toilet seat riser, and based on the design,
Olsen believes the Earth Throne is a better answer to the
other types currently in use by seniors, including those
made of hard plastic and others made of vinyl foam. She
hopes to be selling her product this summer.

2010s
Chad Allen Erdman (AAS, CERT, ’10) and Shane
Adam Henry (’12)
recently graduated
from the Wyoming Law
Enforcement Detention
Officer Basic in Douglas,
Wyoming. Erdman and
Henry were part of the

first graduating class for 2022 and are now deputies with
the Natrona County Sheriff’s Office.
Michael Thomas (AA, ’10) presented the Thickman
Faculty Lecture Series at Sheridan College on “Native
American Hunting Rights & Federalism: Herrera vs.
Wyoming” in February. Thomas is an adjunct faculty
member at Sheridan College and teaches History of
Wyoming and Wyoming Government. Thomas holds
an Associate of Arts in history from Casper College,
a Bachelor of Arts in secondary education and social
studies from the University of Wyoming, and a Master
of Arts in American history from American Public
University. He is a public-school teacher with 10 years
of experience and leads the Sheridan High School’s “We
the People” program.
Auhsten W. Buckallew (’11), of
Casper, competed in the Wyoming
Army National Guard’s 2022 State
Best Warrior Competition at Camp
Guernsey Joint Training Center,
Wyoming, March 31-April 3. Staff
Sgt. Buckallew is a recruiter with the
Recruiting and Retention Battalion,
Wyoming Army National Guard. He
has served 10 years. “I joined while
in college and working at Menards,”
said Buckallew. “After one semester,
I felt that I needed to do more. So
the National Guard felt like the best
option to serve a higher purpose
and focus on school and a family.”
Buckallew was runner-up for the
noncommissioned officer category.

(Photo courtesy/Wyoming Military Department)

(Courtesy photos/City of Casper Fire-EMS Department)

Nick Nolitt
(AB, ’05) and Hope
Sonnesyn (AAS,
CERT, ’22) became
new firefighters with
the City of Casper
Fire-EMS Department
in January. According
to the fire department,
both received a “do
pass” recommendation on their one-year probationary
period, “a tremendous attribute to the hard work,
discipline, and education it takes to become a
Casper firefighter.”

Former Casper College Women’s Basketball player
Lindsey Fearing (AA, ’11) has left her job as head
coach of Central Wyoming College’s
Lady Rustlers for her new position at
New Mexico Highlands University in
Las Vegas, New Mexico. The Cowgirls are
an NCAA Division II team in the Rocky
Mountain Athletic Conference.

Deputy Chad Erdman, center, stands with Undersheriff
Bart Olson, (l) and Sheriff John Harlin.
(Courtesy photo/Natrona County Sheriff’s Office)
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(Kylee Morgan/Courtesy Classic Air Medical)

Melissa Higbee (’11) took over as the Chamber of
Commerce and Agriculture executive director in Baker,
Montana, and as the office manager of the Southeast
Montana Area Revitalization Team. One of her primary
responsibilities is to bring more people and businesses
into the chamber and restart the recreation department,
now under the chamber. At SMART, she will help with
grant writing and accounts.
Kylee Morgan (AS, ’15) NRP, FP-C was
recently promoted to base manager at Classic
Air Medical’s Burley, Idaho, base. Morgan is
a graduate of the Casper College Paramedic
Technology program. Since graduation, she
has been involved in numerous aspects of EMS
delivery with the Mills Fire Department in Mills,
Wyoming, and the Aberdeen Fire Rescue in
Aberdeen, South Dakota, moving to Classic Air
Medical in 2018. Last February, Morgan also
participated in a one-week volunteer experience
in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, working with Haitian
physicians and EMTs delivering medical care and
transportation to the residents of Port-au-Prince
and Haiti.

(Casper College photo)

Shymar Brewster-Russell (AA, ’16), who played on
the Casper College Men’s basketball team, had hoped
to play for the NBA. That changed with the death of his
mother in February 2016. He returned to his hometown
of Caldwell, Ottawa, Canada, to look after his younger
sister. He now is an up-and-coming Canadian hip-hop
artist who goes by the name Lindasson, a tribute to his
late mother, that can be read as “Linda’s son.”
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Morgan North (AS, AS, ’15) has completed her
third year as the athletic trainer at Casper College. At
Casper College, she received two associate degrees: one
in athletic training and the other in general studies.
After two years at CC, she decided that she
wanted to work more in the area of football,
so North moved to Birmingham, Alabama,
where she received a bachelor’s degree in
athletic training from Samford University
in 2018. During North’s time in Alabama,
she also worked as an EMT, which greatly
helped develop her skills in working with
trauma that can present itself in athletics.
North has a wide range of experiences

and opportunities from her education. She feels it is an
honor to come full circle and provide care and education
to Casper College athletes and athletic training students.
North is currently working on a master’s degree in
education in physical education online through Valley
City State University.
The Wyoming veteran-founded organization
“Hunting with Heroes” was honored with the 2022
Services to the Armed Forces Hero of the Year award
from the American Red Cross of Colorado and
Wyoming. Colton Sasser (AS, ’16) and Dan Currah
(AB, ’71) founded “Hunting with Heroes,” a nonprofit
which takes disabled veterans hunting
throughout Wyoming.
Casper College graduates Casson Burgen (AAS,
CERT, ’17) and brother Leighton (CERT, ’15) were both
featured with their mom, Natrona County Sheriff’s

L-r: Casson Burgen, Deanne (Pepple) Burgen, and Leighton Burgen.
(Courtesy photo/Natron County Sheriff’s Office)

Deputy Deanne R. (Pepple) Burgen (’93), in a special
Mother’s Day post on Facebook. “We always saw our
mom as a very strong role model in our lives,” said
Leighton, firefighter/EMT with the Natrona County
Fire District. “Growing up, having a mother in law
enforcement was different. She worked in the Youth
Diversion Department, and I was always worried I
would run into one of her kids that would recognize me.
As I started to get older, I realized that she had a huge
impact on most of them,” said Casson Burgen, a police
officer with the Casper Police Department.
Casper College graduate Autumn Baker (AA, ’18)
was hired this past February as the academic assistant
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Bailee Wistisen (AS, ’19) was crowned Miss
Volunteer Wyoming at the inaugural pageant in
late January. Wistisen represented Wyoming at the
inaugural Miss Volunteer America Pageant in May.
Miss Volunteer America is a nationwide, serviceoriented scholarship program that seeks to empower
young women across the country through educational
scholarships and extraordinary opportunities.
According to Miss Volunteer America, 47 titleholders
were crowned across the country in the Volunteer
Pageant system, with over $500,000 in college
scholarships awarded at the state level.

2020s
Madeline “Maddie” G. Eathorne (AA, ’20) is
a substitute teacher for the Natrona County School
District. Following her time at CC, Eathorne went on
to the University of Wyoming at Casper. She graduated
this spring with her Bachelor of Arts degree in
elementary education with a concentration in
creative arts.
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(Courtesy photo/Tracy Hasely Harshman)

Brittany Morgan (AS, ’19)
is working as an embryologist
at Intermountain Embryonics.
Morgan was active in 4H and
FFA, where she was introduced
to livestock judging. After
graduating from Casper College,
Morgan attended South Dakota
State University and received her
bachelor’s degree in animal science
in May 2021. According to Intermountain Embryonics,
“Her genuine passion and interest in bovine
reproduction are what landed her at Intermountain
Embryonics.”

(Courtesy photo/Autumn Baker)

The City of Mills appointed Wilmer “Wil” H. Gay
(CERT, ’20) as chief of the Mills Fire Department in
April. Gay was previously appointed to the position of
assistant fire chief last summer. He has also served as
deputy chief of Sublette County Unified Fire.
He has over 30 years of experience,
including wildland firefighting and
EMS operations
Jairo Perez and Morgan Harshman
(AS, ’21) welcomed their daughter
Araceli Lynn on Jan. 7, 2022. Araceli is
also the granddaughter of Tracy Hasely
Harshman, director of student health
at Casper College. After graduating with
her associate degree in psychology and
having a baby, Morgan is thinking of
pursuing a nursing degree at CC.
Lyle Hepworth (AS, ’21) was a $5,000 winner in the
Thrive Challenge through his employer in Laramie,
Wyoming. Hepworth found out about the Thrive
Challenge in the breakroom at Walmart shortly after
he started school at the University of Wyoming. He
said even with all of his assignments and big tests; the
Thrive Challenge, which inspires individuals to make
better choices, taught him small steps are important
because if you focus on the big picture and try to make
huge changes all at once, you’re going to be miserable.
Everything starts with a single step.
Adriel Martinez (’21) was a company member in
the spring dance concert “Shadowed Winds and Ghost
Roads.” During his two years at Casper College, his
primary instructors were Jodi Youmans-Jones and
Aaron Wood (AA, ’02). He was excited to continue to
work with Wood for another show.
Savannah Peterson (AS, AS, ’22) is
the newest area correspondent for the
Gothenburg Leader in Gothenburg,
Nebraska. According to Alisa Mullen,
general manager, Peterson will be
sharing her passion for agriculture and
her writing skills with readers. “We are
thrilled to have Savannah on our team. We’re excited
to have a Gothenburg native contribute to our area ag
coverage,” said Mullen.

(Courtesy photo/Savannah Peterson)

(Photo courtesy/Intermountain Embryonics)

for the Casper College
School of Behavioral and
Social Sciences position.
She is enjoying getting
to know her former
instructors as co-workers
and is both starstruck and honored to work
at Casper College.
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Friends We’ll Miss

1950s

Howard Charles Pickerd (’67)

Majorie Grace (Taylor) Palsce (AA, ’70)

Gerald “Jerry” Radden (AA, ’55,
CERT, ’96)

Kathleen Ann (Burke) Jarrard (’66)

Brian D. Cline (’71)

Dru Myron Roberts (’69)

Thomas Kirmeyer (AS, ’71)

Mary Joan Davenport (AB, ’65)

Kerry Preston Seid (’75)

Donald Steven Benson (’65)

William Daniel Harms (’76)

Karan Ray (Adams) Waldock (’65)

James B. Smith (’70)

Donald "Don" Louis Stubson (AB, ’69)

Deborah Dianne (Cox) Marsh (’71)

February 23, 2022

Orsinia Lapaseotes (AA, ’55)
March 3, 2022

Richard Steinle (’50)
March 31, 2022

Robert “Bob” G. Seilbach (’59)
April 6, 2022

Sally Joan (Dorsett) Arasmith (AA, ’59)
April 12, 2022

Ralph James Starks (’58)
April 23, 2022

Richard Ellis Stone (’57)
April 26, 2022

Jenean Steensland Aadland (AA, ’57)
April 29, 2022

1960s
Robert A. Nicholas (’63)
January 3, 2022

Joe Burns (AVE, ’68)
January 22, 2022

Florence Irene Willis (’69)
January 29, 2022

Judy G. Settlemire (AA, ’66)
January 31, 2022

Terry Louis Schisel (’69)
February 24, 2022

Thomas (Tom) E. Slocum (’69)
February 27, 2022

Connie Crow (’69)
April 3, 2022
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April 7, 2022

April 10, 2022
April 21, 2022

April 26, 2022
May 3, 2022

May 10, 2022
May 14, 2022

Arthur Cundy (AA, ’61)

March 2, 2022

March 10, 2022
March 14, 2022

March 15, 2022
April 2, 2022
April 2, 2022
May 6, 2022

May 28, 2022

1980s

1970s

Lloyd Kenneth Pruet (’81)

Robert L. Rathbun Jr. (AA, ’71)

Carol A. Knapp (AA, ’85)

Richard "Dick" Anderson (’79)

Sharon Louise Dobson (AB, ’89)

Larry C. Barrett II (AAS, ’75)

Michael “Schmidty” Anthony Schmidt
(’85)

December 24, 2021
January 1, 2022

January 6, 2022

Robert "Bob" Russell Clymer (’78)
January 10, 2022

Catherine “Cathy” Quinlan (’79)
January 13, 2022

Ilona “Loni” M. Maquire (AB, ’74)
January 15, 2022

Thomas K. Pickett (AB, ’76)
February 10, 2022

Brenda J. Snyder (’76)

January 20, 2022

January 28, 2022

February 21, 2022

March 7, 2022

Marilee Strasser (AAS, ’80)
March 9, 2022

Andi S. Cornwall (AA, ’87)
March 14, 2022

Eloise McKee (’89)
April 25, 2022

Beverly Ann Dunlap (AS, ’82)
May 8, 2022

February 18, 2022
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1990s

2000s

2020s

Phillip A. Santistevan (’92)

Bret G. Briscoe (AA, ’07)

David H. Doyle (’21)

Alaine Shirley (Jacob) Watson (’92)

Sherry Volker (’05)

Dion Lamarr Ford Jr. (’21)

Gregory L. Adams (’91)

David O. Baker (AAS, ’09)

FRIENDS OF CASPER COLLEGE

Janet M. Christensen (CERT, ’93)

Amanda J. Visoky (AS, ’09)

Jacqueline Padgett (CERT, ’92)

Scott J. Gorrie (’05)

December 30, 2021
January 9, 2022

January 11, 2022

January 18, 2022
January 27, 2022

Alberta Jaye Hurley (AS, ’92)
February 12, 2022

Judi (Gehrett) Curkendall (AS, ’93)
February 21, 2022

Rose M. Cardenas (AA, ’97)
February 25, 2022

Manuel R. Martinez Jr. (’90)
March 2, 2022

Patricia J. Grimes (’93)
March 19, 2022

Herschel “Gene” Morgan Buck
(AAA, ’92)

January 12, 2022

January 28, 2022
March 11, 2022
March 31, 2022
April 5, 2022

January 18, 2022

Janice Kalasinsky, friend
February 8, 2022

2010s

Robert Walkinshaw, Director of
Physical Plant 1958-1987

Heather L. Taylor (AA, ’14)
January 13, 2022

Miranda Lee (Counts) Orr (CERT, ’10)
January 17, 2022

Traven W. Taylor (’10)
January 30, 2022

Forrest Frank Duran Sr. (’10)

Gayla M. Fox (AAS, ’90)

Lawrence Pawlowski (’10)
March 12, 2022

Harold Geer (’90)

Randall “Randy” Craig Stutheit
He began his career by working as an
accountant before coming to Casper College as
an assistant to the business manager. It didn’t
take long before Stutheit was promoted to
business manager. His final position at the college
was as vice president of administrative services.
Stutheit retired from Casper College in 2008
after 30 years of service to the college.
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Stanley Cadwell, plumbing instructor

April 11, 2022

Pamela Daleen Felt (’07)

February 16, 2022

April 18, 2022

March 31, 2022

William S. Seese, 2006 Commitment
to Excellence, chemistry instructor
1966-1987

March 25, 2022
April 6, 2022

March 6, 2022

February 8, 2022

February 9, 2022

Francis O'Donnell, Score Table
Volunteer
March 12, 2022

Randy Stutheit, VP Administrative
Services 1978-2008
March 12, 2022

Douglas Bull, Music Instructor
2006-2018
April 12, 2022

Leon Pennington "Penn" Burris III,
benefactor, patron
April 25, 2022

James Lee Gibbs, trapshooting
instructor 2010-2022
April 29, 2022

James “Jim” Wilson Curry, benefactor
May 11, 2022

Patricia Ann (Searle) Ward,
ESL Tutor, Benefactor
May 20, 2022
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Remembering Charlotte

On Dec. 30, 2021, Casper, Wyoming, and the
Casper College Alumni Association lost a true
force of nature: Charlotte Babcock (AA, ’49).
Charlotte was 92 when she died, but honestly,
those of us connected to her through the Casper
College Alumni Association thought she would be
around for, well, who knows? We just didn’t think
she wouldn’t be around to worry over her next
“According to Charlotte” piece for Footprints.
We are fortunate to have two more of her articles
to run in upcoming Footprints issues, but for now,
it seemed appropriate to use her space to remember
her with two pieces written about her. The first is a
speech written to introduce her to those gathered
in May 2019 to honor that year’s Commitment
to Excellence recipients and the Distinguished
Alumni recipient. Charlotte was a Commitment to
Excellence honoree.
The second piece is a tribute to Charlotte,
written by former Associate Director of Alumni
Relations Linda Nix (2006-2019) shortly after
Charlotte’s death.
Charlotte Babcock
By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle (AA, ’79)
Distinguished guests and fellow colleagues, I am
pleased to be able to spend a few minutes to talk
to you about Charlotte Babcock, one of this year’s
Commitment to Excellence honorees.
First, let’s start with a word and definition:
Serendipity, according to Webster’s dictionary, is
a noun meaning “the faculty or phenomenon of
finding valuable or agreeable things not sought for.”
What does serendipity have to do with Charlotte
Mary Bennett Babcock? Well, during the summer
of 1948, Charlotte decided not to return to
Rockford College, the all-girls school she attended
in her freshman year.
Charlotte had two motivations for staying in
Casper and attending Casper Junior College: the
college was coed and had a ratio of two men for
every woman, and her beau and future husband,
Robert. Serendipity times two!
As most of you know, Charlotte has been
involved in a variety of local, state, and national
organizations. At Casper Junior College, she was
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the society editor of the school paper, the Chinook.
Serendipity strikes again: Just those two semesters
at Casper College began a lifelong love affair
between Charlotte and Casper College, to a life
of service for the college where she received her
associate degree. “I never regretted not going back
to Rockford,” Charlotte told me one time, adding,
“I do love Casper College.”
It was in the late 1950s that Charlotte was asked
to join the newly formed Casper College Alumni
Association. She willingly said yes, and the former
Chinook society editor was penning the column
“Just Reminiscing.” This particular association
didn’t last long, however, but in 1989 Bill Landen
resurrected the association and Charlotte was
asked to join in 1990 to fill out the remaining term
of Fred Niethammer (AB, ’47). She was hooked
and, in 1991, joined the board, where she remained
an active and vocal member until 2016 — a total of
26 years.
I first met Charlotte shortly after I started at the
college in 1995 in the middle of her two-year term
as alumni board president. Of course, 1995 was
the year that the college was celebrating its 50th
anniversary. At that time, the alumni association
was housed in the PR department, and I became
like an ex-officio member of the board. I went to
all the regular meetings and the special planning
meetings for the big celebration.
Naturally, Charlotte was always in command;
would you expect less?, and she made sure that
the celebratory dinner had a wonderful menu and
“flaming” desserts. That is so Charlotte. It was
during this time that she started calling me “little
girl” when greeting me. “Hello, Little Girl,” she
would say. To this day, she still uses that greeting
when she sees me.
In the summer 2007 issue, Charlotte began
writing articles for the bi-annual alumni magazine
Footprints. The first was a looking-back article
where she detailed "the great flood of 1949" when
she helped to clean up the coed lounge when the
college was still on the third floor of NCHS and the
pipes burst.
Serendipity struck again as Charlotte began
sharing her writing talents in Footprints with a new
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column each issue appropriately called “According
to Charlotte.” Through that column, we have come
to know quite a bit about Charlotte:
For at least three consecutive falls, she joined
with other alumni board members to hand out
snacks and directions on the first day of school.
She provided new freshmen with a way to elicit
more money from mom and dad.
She marveled at how quickly summers in Casper
pass, noting that when mom would take a break
from the heat in the afternoon that “provided the
kids the perfect opportunity to gather out in the
alley behind the garage and smoke the communal
cigar filched from a dad’s prized box of Roi-Tans.”
She wrote a column about all of the cute animals
that grace the Casper College campus. In the next
issue, she turned her attention to the ingredients in
store-bought brownies, a very unsettling discovery!
She wrote about doing nothing over the summer
and made it funny. Charlotte is really a very, very
funny writer. She wrote about her beloved goldencolored cat Honey, first when she tried to take her
to the vet, noting that Honey “turned on me like
an attacking tiger, hissing and growling and raking
my hand with her teeth while slithering out of that
towel like an oiled eel. My hand was dripping blood
all over the towel and my shirt. She disappeared.”
Then again, after Honey had passed away, writing
in part, “By now, I was just putty in Honey’s paws.
When she was naughty, I thought it was funny. She
was spoiled, and my girls loved to irritate me by
calling her ‘The Little Princess.’”
Oh, did I say she talked about her childhood
backyard, porch swings, savings stamps, Christmas
boxes, opinion polls, smoking toasters, hard and
heavy homemade croissants, the eclipse, cabins,
and more?
Serendipity: “the faculty or phenomenon of
finding valuable or agreeable things not sought for.”
Charlotte Mary Bennett Babcock wasn’t seeking
Casper College, and the college wasn’t seeking
her, but it has been quite a partnership these past
70-plus years as she continues to share her wisdom
and writing skills with us and Casper College, a

place she loves.
To demonstrate her writing skills, I would like to
end with one of Charlotte’s poems from her book
“The Meadowlark’s Song … and More.”
Cottonwood Snow
Fuzzy, downy fluff
like white angora
swirls through the air,
bounces on the streets,
Stirred by zany zephyrs,
blankets the grass,
teases the tulips.
Noses breathe it …
sneeze it.
Cottonwood trees
bursting proud buttons
celebrate spring
About Charlotte
By Linda Nix (2006-2019)
Before she became my friend,
Charlotte Babcock was my job.
Even now, she’s sitting on my shoulder,
commenting on my punctuation. A Casper
historian and raconteur, she left behind stories I’ll
never forget, particularly her romantic elopement
with her husband Robert that included cutting
classes, a trip to Montana and Champagne. She
concealed the trip from her parents, marrying and
returning home to her girlhood bedroom, then
waiting several days before she dropped the news.
Charlotte reveled in the drama of life, and if drama
wasn’t showing itself, her recounting of stories
included it. I one time found her draped over her
car, plastered there by the wind, trying to get to the
entrance of the Fort Caspar Museum. My husband
and I pulled her up and escorted her into the
building, all three of us working to remain upright.
It was funny at the time, but in Charlotte’s retelling,
it became hilariously epic.
There was not an ounce of technological savvy
in her. She wore her Luddite badge with pride,
necessitating the leveling of forests of paper on

Charlotte Babcock.
(Casper College photo/Cory Garvin)

Remembering Charlotte cont.

her behalf. She wanted paper copies. When she
established the Babcock Family Scholarship at
Casper College, she took a personal interest in the
recipients, often lunching with them to learn more
about their lives. And heaven help the scholarship
recipient who wasn’t raised to produce handwritten
thank-you notes. If you didn’t know how to write
one before entering college, you got a crash course
on their importance if you were to function in a
world containing Charlotte.
I quickly learned to recognize her number.
“Linda? It’s Charlotte.” I never knew what was
coming next. It could be an update on an alumnus,
an outraged comment regarding a newspaper
story, the recent loss of a friend, an unwelcome
interruption in the “Charlottesphere,” or a
comical story about her cat, Honey. My role as
the designated Charlotte-wrangler fell into the
category of other duties as assigned and hadn’t
been mentioned in the job description.
She clipped any mention of a Casper College
alumnus from the newspaper for inclusion in
Footprints, a huge help. Any questions on the early
history of the college, she was ready. I learned
to decode her handwriting after she could no
longer type her columns for Footprints magazine.
I preferred to have her drop off the copy then I
could type at my convenience. She preferred to
wait and watch my reaction as I read her latest
piece. Multiple drafts were the order of the day, as
was input on the layout. More than once, she had
revisions after the magazine had been sent to the
printer. I’d wring my hands until they ached, stomp
around the office a bit, check the budget, and then
make it happen.
Eventually, she became my designated old
lady, the person I checked in on and with whom
I commiserated on the state of the world. Until
Charlotte, I didn’t know I needed one. She rarely
minced words, although back when she was my
job, I often wished she would. She never flinched
from conflict and liked to be right. In the first
instance, she was a role model; in the second, we
were kindred spirits. I learned to talk back and
to tease her. That didn’t mean I could control her,

despite my most
skillful efforts.
We learned to
disagree. She
wanted to bring
back the Casper
College yearbook,
and I believed that
campaign was a
lost cause in the
digital age. But she
was right about
the preservation
of institutional
history.
I wish she’d
written about the
snake pit on the east side of town and the times
the circus came to town. And why on earth didn’t
I push her to write the story of renting motor
scooters in Bermuda? She was well-read and wellinformed. On occasion, she’d storm into my office
on her latest crusade, needing me to type a letter
to the editor of the Casper Star-Tribune or, just for
fun, send a suggested caption for a cartoon off to
the New Yorker magazine.
Writer, teacher, florist, historian, humorist,
and irascible thorn in the side of local politicians,
she prevailed. She campaigned for the historical
preservation of buildings, bridges, and ghost signs.
She never stopped. She knew she was a force of
nature, and she reveled in wielding her power.
She unabashedly bragged about her daughters,
Vickie (Babcock) Quisenberry ('70) and Linda
(Babcock) Coatney (AA, '03), as well as her
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and their pets.
She regaled me with stories of Thanksgivings spent
with her “almost son” Steve Nicholas (AA, ’74) and
his family, as well as tales of Honey, the last of her
cats, who could be both as sweet and as prickly
as her owner.
For me, she’ll never really be gone. I’ll always
hear her on the other end of the phone, “Linda?
It’s Charlotte.”

"My little tiger, there in Heaven,
is busy chasing all the other cats
out of her territory – This I know
to be true."
Charlotte Babcock, 2017
(Casper College photo)
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Tennis Photo Identified
Athletic Association plaques. Ashburn was able to
identify every student except two of the women, one
holding a plaque, left, and the one standing in the
center. Can you help us identify these two?
(Casper College photo)

Jim Asburn (AB, ’00) responded to our request
for photo captions from the 2019 summer Footprints
magazine. On page 15, we featured a photo of the
1979 tennis team with the National Junior College

From left, William (Bill) Vance (1966-1990), Tim Aley, Ph.D. (1961-1979), and Jean Wheatley (1966-1993) with the men's and
women's tennis teams. The team member holding a plaque on the right is Chrisa (Michaels) Degraeve ('79). Others identified include
the four men in the back row, l-r: Thane Crump (AS, '80), Jack Douglas (Doug) Laird ('78), Paul Runge (AB, '79) and
James "Jim" Jones (AB, '80).
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Sunday, September 11, 2022

Starting at Jorgensen/Bryce Commons Plaza,
Casper College campus
Packet pick up Saturday, September 10, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Union/University building, first floor lobby, Casper College campus
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